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News for friends of On Eagle’s Wings Ecumenical Ministries

Volunteer for Summer Fun!

I

n our 2019 CLICK (Children Live in Christ’s Kingdom) curriculum hundreds
of northern children will have fun discovering five ways in which they can
be disciples and share God’s love with others. Through the stories of Samuel,
David and Goliath, Jeremiah, young Jesus in the temple, and Jesus blessing
the children, children will enjoy learning that they can serve, pray, encourage,
learn and love.
“God’s presence was so real each day as the kids listened and responded to
the stories, how they helped each other, giggled at the crazy action songs,
[and] came before us to the church in Resolute just to be there in time. I just
hope the kids felt His presence just by our presence!” (Terry Jesudason, volunteer
Bible Camp teacher, Grise Fiord and Resolute Bay, April 2018)

Volunteers who reflect God's love are the heart of Bible Camps.
Information and applications to be part of God’s loving presence in the
north this summer, are on our website at www.oneagleswingsnorth.org.
Photos above: (left) Learning that God is love in Cambridge Bay; (right) being God's love in Ft.
Chipewyan.

Lesley’s Stories … Laying a Foundation

“S

he’s always asking questions about Jesus. You can answer better than
me!” Tammy had been peppering her mom with questions as only a 6
year-old can, so mom was hugely
relieved to have us come alongside
and help. There is no better place to
answer a child’s big questions about
God than at the beginning. Right from
the outset, my teammate, Judy,
engaged Tammy in the Bible stories
and came alongside her during crafts
and other activities to talk about those
big questions of life and faith.
‘At the beginning’ also meant
that we started with the story of
creation, how we all came to be created in God’s image. Each Bible story built
on the previous one, culminating in Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem on
Palm Sunday. We made our own palm leaves and paraded around the church
hall to shouts of “Hosanna! Hosanna!” It was so much fun to discover—either
for the first time or afresh—that we are all disciples of Jesus and are renewed
each day by His love.
Big questions are sometimes unexpected and arise in unlikely places.
Such was the case with Andy. I had left the storeroom door open, an accidental
invitation for energetic boys to burn off some energy running in and out. As I
met Andy at the door to the storeroom, the old crucifix grabbed his attention.
“Can he get down from there?” Seeing an image of Jesus hanging on the cross
was clearly disturbing him. It was an invitation to talk about how God revealed
his love for us in Jesus’ death and resurrection. “Am I awesome?” Andy asked
at the end of the day. “Yes! You are made in God’s image! You are awesome!”
I was impressed by the children's desire
to know all about Jesus. Even when time was
pressing for the parents in those after-school
hours, even if they could only squeeze an hour
in, they brought their children to nurture a
foundation of faith. What a
joy and a privilege to be
among God’s family in Inuvik!

Rev Lesley Hand, Executive Director
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Sarah Turgeon-O’Brien … Honouring Sr. Fay

I

t’s not every day that Senator comes to Bible Camp! But in Tuktoyaktuk
(Tuk) last summer, we had a very special event; Senator Nick Sibbeston
joined us at Bible Camp to present
Sr. Fay with the Senate 150th
Anniversary Medal. Sr. Fay wanted
to receive the medal at camp
because, as she says, she “received
the medal for helping the
community, and the children are a
large part of the community.” The
kids were intrigued; the medal was
very heavy as they passed it around,
and looked like it should be a very big “money coin”. The kids wondered out
loud how much it could be worth. The kids chatted among themselves about
the medal and about “their” Sr. Fay being noticed for all she does in Tuk. It
was a very unique and unexpected part of our Bible Camp.
During my week in Tuk, I got to know what
a very special a person Sr. Fay is. She is much more
than the pastoral leader; she runs a variety of
ministries in Tuk including a food bank out of her
house, and a thrift store. Anywhere I went in town,
if I said I was staying with Sr. Fay, people responded
with kindness and sincerity. She is well respected by
all the generations in Tuk, not only for the work she
has done and the contributions she has made to the
community, but also for her willingness to listen to
every person and their stories, showing compassion
and remaining non-judgmental. She is also instrumental in supporting and
organizing our Bible Camps for the children. Sr. Fay is a remarkable person,
and it was an absolute pleasure to get to know her.
Sr. Fay was also presented with the Governor General’s Polar Medal, which honours
exceptional contributions to Canada’s North, on March 21st 2018. To read more about
Sr. Fay’s Polar Medal or the Senate 150th Anniversary Medal, take a look at these
websites:
https://mfsdiocese.ca/about-us/our-stories/canada-honours-sisterfay-trombley/#more-324
https://sencanada.ca/en/newsroom/senators-start-distribution-ofsenate-150th-anniversary-medals/
Sarah Turgeon-O’Brien is a volunteer Bible Camp teacher from Sorrento, BC.
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Ice Roads and Unexpected Blessings

“Y

ou mean it’s only a 90 minute drive from here
to Aklavik on the ice road?” I blurted out
almost involuntarily. We usually visit Aklavik in
summer when we have to fly in, so I had not planned
to visit any other communities while In Inuvik.
However, the opportunity to visit Cindy Knoller, our
community liaison person for Bible Camps in Aklavik,
was tantalizingly close.
Steve and Melma, our very generous hosts,
volunteered to take us; they prepared for the trip, and
we were on our way soon after Bible Camp ended for
the day. We set out in daylight and watched the sun
slowly set behind the Richardson Mountains as we
neared Aklavik. Steve pointed out different animal
tracks in the snow, tracks that I had not even noticed,
let alone could identify. I was reminded how northern
people are constantly aware of, and can ’read’, the
land and their surroundings. One unlucky driver had
not been so aware; it was a little spooky to see a truck
half submerged and frozen into the ice!

From top: Visiting with
Cindy Knoller; the eerie
sight of a truck that had
gone through the ice;
sunset over the mountains.

I was delighted to spend time with Cindy and begin to get to know her.
Her warmth and commitment to the children, church, and community were an
inspiration. I will look forward to planning this year's Bible Camp with her.
Another unexpected blessing was to meet
Fr. Mick and Fatima, the new Religious Education
Coordinator for the Diocese of Mackenzie-Ft. Smith,
at Our Lady Of Victory, the iconic ‘igloo church’ in
Inuvik. Fatima was travelling through the region to
get to know the people. I can only say that Fatima is
a gem; her heart for God and the people of the
North is beautiful. I eagerly anticipate working with
her to coordinate Bible Camps and accommodate
our volunteers at Trappers. Thanks be to God for
orchestrating such blessings. ~Lesley
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Many thanks

to our northern travel partners

