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News for friends of On Eagle’s Wings Ecumenical Ministries

New Beginnings … Welcome Kathy-Lynn!

W

e are delighted to welcome KathyLynn McKay to the On Eagle’s Wings
family as our new Bible Camp Coordinator. I
know she is looking forward to working with
northern communities and volunteers to
ensure that Bible Camps run smoothly.
Kathy-Lynn brings many gifts to On Eagle’s
Wings; she is an experienced teacher,
musician, librarian, and has a theological
education. She grew up in Saskatoon and has
lived and worked in Saskatchewan, Alberta, Texas and, most recently, Saudi
Arabia. (Moving back to Alberta in winter must be quite a shock!) In addition
to living in such diverse places, Kathy-Lynn has taught Aboriginal students
from communities in northern Alberta. It is hard to imagine a more perfect
person for this ministry! It can only be God's timing that she is back in
Edmonton and eager to embark on a new work and ministry challenge.
Please join us in welcoming and supporting Kathy-Lynn in prayer and with
words of encouragement as she gets to know everyone. Her
email address here at the office is:
oneagleswings.camps@gmail.com.
I know she would love to hear from you!
Rev Lesley Hand, Executive Director

Kathy-Lynn … Part of God's Work in the
North

H

ello! Thank you all for a warm welcome to On Eagle’s Wings. I am
excited to be the new Bible Camp Coordinator and assist with office
administration.

My family includes my husband,
Boyd, and my children, Matthew (21) and
Michelle (17). I have enjoyed a career as a
high school teacher in western Canada
and a junior high school teacher in the
Middle East. Throughout my time as a
teacher I have also enjoyed teaching
Sunday School and working with the church group We Care to feed the
homeless.
The outdoors and exercise have always been two important parts of
my life. In the past I have been a fitness instructor, a runner and a swimmer. I
also enjoyed water skiing, cross- country skiing and hiking. Currently, I enjoy
Pilates classes and taking long walks outside with our dog, Pippa.

It was in Ft. McMurray that I first was introduced to Northern Peoples.
Part of my teaching assignment included teaching a couple of classes made up
of primarily First Nations students. I learned quickly that when it was hunting
season or the trap lines were in need of checking, my students would not be in
class. Instead, they would make the long trek home. It was easier for them to
get home in the winter since the winter roads over the large frozen northern
lakes allowed them to drive to their communities. In spring, summer and fall,
an airplane was the only way to get home. When in school, these students
often talked about their families and way of life at home. I quickly learned of
the rich traditions and customs of these students and their communities.
I am very much looking forward to meeting all the
Bible Camp volunteers, the many people who support our
ministry and the people living in the Northern communities
we serve. It is exciting to be able to be part of God’s work in
the North and to walk with the Northern People!
Kathy-Lynn McKay, Bible Camp Coordinator
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Susan & David Weber … A Decade in
Behchoko

I

think this is going to be my last year going. At least one of my team
members has said this every year as we prepare to head north to our
adopted home of Behchoko, NWT. It has almost become a standing joke
among us, as it is now over a decade since we began volunteering to teach
Bible Camps for northern children.
A decade. We have spent ten consecutive
years in the same community – ten years that have
been filled with moments that have inspired us and
people who have changed us. The children we met
our first year are now adults, some with children of
their own. The nameless faces from our first year are
now friends. We have mourned the deaths of the
beloved priest and our friend with special needs who
joined us each year. The community now has paved
roads, a new recreation center, and a new nursing
home.

Team-mate Chris Heimer

spends valuable one-on-one
To go north, we raise funds all year, spend
time with a northern child.
hours planning, and take time out of our summers to
travel. It is a lot of work. So what brings us back each year? It is the
undeniable draw of a community that now feels like home. We get excited to
see people who are now our friends. We have lines of kids waiting outside
the community center to see what the day holds for them. It’s the barren, yet
beautiful landscape of a place so far from our own. It’s the knowledge that
our presence in their community means something and makes a difference.
It’s the memories that our team shares throughout the year that keeps us
wanting more opportunities to make more memories.

As years pass and more kids come into our Bible Camp lives, one
thing is for certain. We are drawn to this place and
we all know that the people there matter. “I think
this is my last year going.” Ask us again in ten years if
that’s true.
Susan and David Weber are Bible Camp volunteers
and On Eagle’s Wings’ US office volunteers
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2018 Bible Camps—Let’s DANCE!

N

orthern children will DANCE
through the stories of creation,
Jonah and a big fish, a lost sheep,
Jesus’ ride into Jerusalem, and Peter’s
dream at Bible Camp this summer.
This year’s DANCE (Disciples
Are New Creations Everyday)
Curriculum brings together beloved
Old and New Testament stories to
teach children how God calls us to
grow as disciples, and that God has
given us everything we need, including
his love. Children will partner up with fishy and four-legged friends to discover
that we are called to share that love with everyone, everywhere we go!

Volunteer to DANCE with northern children

C

hildren in northern communities are already
eagerly anticipating a visit from an On Eagle’s
Wings Bible Camp team. Community leaders also
deeply appreciate the presence and support that
teams offer. As Sr. Fay Trombley in Tuktoyaktuk
says, for them and for many others, “On Eagle’s
Wings is the only organization which comes
regularly to offer group programs and ministry.”
Help us say “yes” to Sr. Fay and many other northern friends by
volunteering to teach a DANCE Bible Camp in 2018. We welcome applications
from individuals and teams to teach this summer and fall. Call or email the
Edmonton office at the address below to obtain an application.
10072 164th St NW, Edmonton, AB T5P 4Y3
1000 West Main St, Lansdale, PA 19446
www.oneagleswingsnorth.org
oneagleswings.north@gmail.com
1-866-441-6594 (toll free)

Many thanks

to our northern travel partners

