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Lesley’s Stories … Again! Again!
The crowd gathering on the beach and the dock
confirmed the buzz that there was going to be
another baptism. I had never witnessed baptism in a
lake before. And I knew from swimming in Lake
Athabasca that it is icy cold. I gave in to my curiosity.
After the prayers, Deacon Dennis accompanied mom
and dad as they led each of their three young children
in turn out into the frigid waters. I expected a fuss
with lots of coughing and spluttering. Far from it! The
children loved it so much that one of the daughters
kept running back out into the water saying “Again!
Again!”. Baptism was exciting. She'd been waiting for
this moment; and, to a five year old’s mind, if once
was good, then more must be better.
I am always overjoyed to welcome new members of
God’s family. But here at Pine Channel, half way
through the pilgrimage, it took on a more profound
significance. With clusters of family and friends
gathered along the beach and the dock to witness the
event, and literally the entire community camped
around, I couldn’t help thinking that these children
truly were baptized in the heart of the whole
community of faith. We came from Saskatchewan,
Alberta, Ontario and the Northwest Territories. I
remembered the elders who had passed away and all
for whom we gave Mass intentions, all of whom have
helped shape our experience of God in this pilgrimage
over the years.
And then I wondered if this was how Jesus
Baptisms in Lake Athabasca
experienced His baptism? Wading out into open
water with John and the whole community gathered on the shore as witness?
We are welcomed to be part of so much more than Bible Camp
activities. We are welcomed into the ordinary and the profound
moments of the life of the community. And at such a powerful
and joyful moment, I too wanted to join in calling “Again!
Again!”
Rev Lesley Hand, Executive Director
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Melissa’s Musings … Inuvik’s Shining Light
“Could we use your Bible Camp
materials in our Sunday School?”
Rachel, a pianist in the Anglican
Church of the Ascension in Inuvik,
emailed to ask me. … I said ‘yes’.
And I found out on a ministry trip to
Inuvik that it was, in fact, a grade 8
student—whom I knew from a few
Deanna and Jasmine study scripture
On Eagle’s Wings’ Bible Camps
together
there—who would be teaching the
other children! This Lent, under the supervision of her mom, Jonene, Jasmine
will be starting out teaching our Sunday School curriculum for Lent, “A Promise
Kept”, to the children in her church.
Jasmine has been attending On Eagle’s Wings’ Bible Camps for many years; I’ve
known her for three years, and my parents also met her when they
volunteered to teach a CALL Bible Camp in Inuvik in August 2015. She always
loved to help out with the younger children. The opportunity for her to
become a Sunday School teacher in her own congregation arose when the
former teacher moved away from town, and Jasmine stepped into that void
with a warm and cheerful sense of purpose.
On our ministry trip to the Mackenzie Delta in the northern part of the
Northwest Territories, my friend Deanna Monks and I got to visit with Jasmine
and Jonene. Our youth activities helped us to spend more time with Jasmine to
talk about her growing faith. Our theme of “Shine” gave us a chance to have a
conversation with her and other teens about how they are letting their light
shine in the world to show others God’s love (Matthew 5: 13-16).
It’s clear that Jasmine is letting her own special light shine through taking the
initiative to teach other children the Bible stories and lessons she’s learned.
It’s such a privilege to help teach children who are the next generation of
believers and leaders; and it is a deep joy to have already seen one of the kids
at Bible Camp become a teacher of the next generation herself. I
will keep praying for Jasmine, her family, her congregation, and
her students as she begins this new venture in her faith and
leadership development. Thanks be to God!
Melissa May, Diaconal Minister in Yellowknife, NT
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Ice Road Musings … Smoked-Out in Wrigley
“It’s really smoky!” Deanna exclaimed as we
opened the church door. “I don’t know how to
make this woodstove work.”
Kathryn Scott and I joined Deanna Monks, Youth
Coordinator of the Diocese of the Arctic and my
ministry partner for this ice road trip, inside the tiny
Roman Catholic church building in Wrigley,
Northwest Territories one January night. We had been given permission to
hold a Bible study because we were visiting for a ministry trip and wanted an
opportunity for Christian fellowship after our kids’ activities in the community
hall.
Once we had finished with games, Bible story time, and a snack with the youth,
Kathryn and I cleaned up while Deanna walked over to the church to check on
the woodstove.
Seeing Deanna’s alarm at the smoke streaming into the church, Kathryn joined
her to examine the stove. Thankfully, two local people helped adjust the stove
until we were less smoked-out.
We had a cozy gathering with time for prayer, conversation, and singing.
Kathryn and I shared some songs we had learned at Christian camps. Deanna
led our prayer time, and the kids asked questions about the posters on the
church walls, about the books of the Bible, and pictures of the various priests
who had served Wrigley over the years.
I trust that God was glorified in this little gathering and that the hearts of those
who were there were gladdened. I hope they felt encouraged that they could
do this at any time - to meet together as Christians for song, prayer, and
reading the
Bible.
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