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Lesley’s Stories … Doing a New Thing
I have always been awed by northern vision, initiative, and hospitality. My recent
trip to Yellowknife and surrounding communities did not disappoint. With every
conversation, I was reminded of God’s promise of hope for the people of Israel,
See, I am doing a new thing! Do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the wasteland. (Isaiah 43:19)

“On Eagle’s Wings is doing it’s part; how can our communities build on that?”
Together with the Anglican Bishop, we looked at communities, resources, vision,
and the gifts we all bring. The result is new things! We will work cooperatively to
promote Christian discipleship training throughout the North. We received an
invitation to be part of hosting a youth event in Yellowknife in 2017. A second
invitation to be part of establishing a new diocesan-wide youth network
encompassing communities throughout the Northwest Territories and Nunavut
quickly followed. For On Eagle’s Wings, this means an opportunity to build
relationships with youth beyond Bible Camp age, and in communities we have
not been able to go to before.
Over at the Roman Catholic Diocesan office, after celebrating our years of
partnership, we explored another exciting new thing: to have a volunteer couple
live at Trappers Lake Spirituality Centre for a month during the busiest Bible
Camp season. The couple will be hosts and guides to other volunteer Bible Camp
teachers as they travel to and from northern communities.
God is doing a new thing, and we perceive it! Thank you, our
faithful friends. It is your passion for, and commitment to, northern
people that makes it possible to say “Yes” to God’s new things!
Please uphold these new ministry ventures in prayer.
Mahsi Cho!
Rev Lesley Hand, Executive Director
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Mable Solomon … A 3-Way Partnership
Our guest writer, Mable Solomon, is a member of the Edmonton
Catholic Women’s League (CWL) and friend of On Eagle’s Wings

Edmonton CWL has partnered with the Edmonton Institution for
Women (EIFW) since 1995. Some 6 years back, the EIFW women
began sewing bags for On Eagles Wings.
At our 2015 Edmonton Diocesan Convention, I
made an appeal to the delegates, relating that
Charlotte, the sewing instructor from the EIFW,
had requested donations to cover the cost of
fabric to make bags for On Eagles Wings. With
this in mind, Charlotte donated a Star Blanket
made by the inmates and I donated a small baby
quilt to be sold as raffle prizes. We hoped the
sale would go a long way toward the needs.

Charlotte estimated that a bolt of fabric cost
$125.00 and each bolt would make 100 bags. On
Eagles Wings needed approximately 800 bags.
Camrose council members conferred with each
other and decided to purchase the Star Blanket
for a raffle. Another member from Provost came
forward and donated $125.00 for a bolt of fabric.
Amazing! Others came and donated $10.00 and
$20.00 each and in the end $440.00 had been
raised.

Above: Charlotte & Mable; Below:
Every child at an On Eagle’s Wings
Bible Camp receives an activity bag
made possible through this 3-way
partnership.

Then when it came time for the Convention Mass Collection decision, we
suggested it go to On Eagles Wings; this suggestion won over the other two!
There was an astounding $1,171.00 in the Mass Collection! We agreed that the
money would be held by On Eagles Wings for Charlotte to use for purchasing
fabric.
Word got around. We received a donation of 10 meters of hemp fabric. It was
perfect! Charlotte was thrilled! She had fabric to start the sewing right away
and money to purchase more later. Even better, the day of our meeting at On
Eagle’s Wings was the last day of the fabric store sale. “Half price sale! Let’s
go!” Soon we had everything we needed and there is lots left for next year.
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Melissa’s Musings … Unforgettable
It was a nervous morning of phone calls about
flying back from Bible Camp in the snow. “I
don’t know whether we’ll be able to get you
guys out today,” Will Brander, our pilot, said.
He was checking in with me and the airport
staff in Lutselk’e (Northwest Territories) to
determine whether it would be safe to get me
and two volunteers, Larry and Patti Ofner, back
to Yellowknife that day. Our host for the week,
Brother Edouard Prince, cheerfully prepared
meals with us as we consulted about the rate
of snowfall and the visibility for flying.
Melissa, Patti, and Larry

It had been a good week at the Lutselk’e Bible
Camp: two dozen kids challenged us and changed us and shared in Bible stories
and crafts and games together, which is usually what makes teaching with On
Eagle’s Wings so unforgettable.
So on this Saturday, we were experiencing the unexpected excitement of
another adventure. The kids we taught had begun sledding beside Brother
Edouard’s house, and came up to us to give us more hugs.
“You aren’t gone yet?” they asked. They wanted us to stay longer. Truth be
told, my heart longed to stay so I could sled with those kids.
But as precious as those extra few hours were in the warm hospitality of
Brother Edouard’s kitchen and giving more goodbyes to the kids, Will did make
it through with our plane (PQA, our Piper Aztec) and we indeed got to leave on
that snowy day.
That flight back to Yellowknife closed the 2015 season for Bible Camp travel on
PQA, but only ushered in a time for winter activities. Now is the time when we
use commercial flights and winter roads for community visits and mini Bible
Camps, and soon we will be preparing for summer 2016. Each day
and each season is a new adventure, a new lesson about trusting
in God’s providence, and full of new opportunities for building our
relationships in Christ.
Melissa May, Diaconal Minister in Yellowknife, NT
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Will Brander … Serving Since the Beginning
Will Brander has volunteered as a pilot for On
Eagle’s Wings since its infancy, serving
through the years to fly Bible Camp
volunteers and staff to and from northern
communities.
Will loves the North. He and his wife moved
to Yellowknife in 1988 to work for the
airlines, and he has always wanted to serve in
missionary aviation. He says: “Growing up,
my career ambition was to be a missionary
pilot. When I was approached by Lee Berry to
join On Eagle’s Wings, it felt like the right thing. Also, growing up in the church I
have always believed in volunteering and service.”
He has always enjoyed working with the many volunteers from all over Canada
and the US and meeting with the people of the North. Forming “wonderful and
lasting relationships” has been a continuing blessing.
There have been challenges as well, including the often unpredictable and
difficult weather in the North. Once when Will went with Kathryn Scott to
Garden River, AB in the winter to hold a pizza party and Bible study for the
youth, the two had to stay overnight in the community because they did not
have runway lights. Since there was no way to plug in the On Eagle’s Wings’
plane, Will had to go out every few hours to start the engines so that they
wouldn’t freeze up. “That was a long night!” Will remembers.
While Will is not leaving volunteer service with On Eagle’s Wings, he will not be
able to fly for us as frequently because he has been reassigned to work in
Ottawa. We honoured Will’s 16 years of service at the volunteer appreciation
Christmas Brunch in December. And we continue to be grateful for Will’s
excellent and Spirit-filled service, and wish him many blessings in his new work
assignment.
Written by Melissa May
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