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Volunteer to CLAP For Joy!

C

LAP! Christ Loves All People! With Bible stories of Namaan, Ruth and
Naomi, Nicodemus, the Samaritan Woman, and Philip and the Ethiopian,
northern children will clap for joy this summer when they experience God’s
love for people of different backgrounds. Through the Bible stories and lots of
fun activities they will learn that ‘all people’ includes them, and how God’s
love brings us together as one big family of God.

The kids had a wonderful time – their smiles, laughter and hugs. …How the
kids opened up and trusted us in the short period of time we were there.
They kept saying “please come back!” (Sandy Swanson, volunteer Bible Camp
teacher, Behchoko, NT)

We were really able to connect with the kids … and give them some good
quality time, attention and focused teaching. (Christina Trummer, Volunteer Bible
Camp teacher, Tuktoyaktuk, NT)

Volunteers who reflect God's love are the heart of Bible Camps. Information
and applications to be part of God’s loving presence in the north this
summer are on our website at www.oneagleswingsnorth.org or call us.
Photos above from left: Helping with puzzles in Behchoko; active Bible verse teaching in Ft.
Chipewyan; loving presence in Tuktoyaktuk.

Lesley’s Stories … 20 Years of GIGGLE Camps

“T

hank you so much for allowing us to use the OEW DANCE curriculum for
our 2 day GIGGLE Camp. We had a very successful camp. We used the
Jonah and Good Shepherd stories. One of our members built a whale out of
boxes that the children could crawl through and think about what it must have
been like for Jonah to have been in the belly of the fish for 3 days.”
This encouraging note came from Mt.
Joy Lutheran Church near Gettysburg,
Pennsylvania. Every year I receive a request
from them to use our Bible Camp curriculum
for their own VBS and receive an encouraging
note afterwards. I was curious to get to know
them … and some of the creative energy
behind crawl-through whales!
I discovered an energetic congregation
with a long-standing relationship and
partnership dating back 20 years to the very
beginning of On Eagle’s Wings. Pastor Faye
Snyder, their former Pastor, had been a
founding board member for On Eagle’s Wings.
We have been partnering to offer VBS since
day one!

Photos from top: Music and action
songs, active games, and crafts draw
the children into the Bible stories.

With 20 years of VBSs, I also
discovered a congregation with a deep love for
the children and commitment to them growing
in their life of faith. Each year approximately
25 children come to VBS; over the years, that’s
500 children who have come to know Jesus'
love for them through a humble, loving, and
energetic VBS.

Is 2 days of VBS enough? Absolutely!
Mt. Joy is a small congregation, part of a twopoint parish, which has the resources to go all out and offer
a high quality, fun VBS for 2 days. The fact that several
youth helpers came to lead activities speaks to the enduring
discipleship that God has brought about through sharing his
Word lovingly through Bible stories, crafts, music and
games.
Rev Lesley Hand, Executive Director
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Sarah Turgeon-O’Brien … Restoration

W

hen I had visited Tuktoyaktuk to teach Bible Camp in July 2018, I
noticed the state of the Anglican church roof; I felt I could arrange to
fix it. Gracious donations paid for roofing materials. My husband, Mike, and
our daughters, Josie and Emma, and I set out for Tuk a year later pulling a 30
ft. flat bed trailer loaded with building materials and tools, and our hopes and
prayers. After four days of driving, camping, encounters with wildlife, and a
few mishaps, we arrived in Tuk.
Sr. Fay greeted us and, with
the help of a local man, Mike started
the roofing right away. Lifting up
long sheets of tin onto the roof as
high winds came off the ocean was
challenging—and comical at times!
When do renovation projects ever
go as planned? Mike was thankful
for the extra materials he had
brought—and an extra day to finish! Mike working on the roof of St John’s Anglican
Church in Tuktoyaktuk.
I was also able to talk Mike into
reroofing Sr. Fay’s house too before we left. It was much simpler than the
church.
During the week, locals popped in to see
what we were doing. Each person told us why the
church was important them, memories of church
services, weddings, baptisms and more. With the
help of those who donated funds for building
supplies, we were able to help restore the oldest
surviving building in Tuk.
Josie, Emma and I taught Bible Camp in the
afternoons with our teammates, Christina and Kwai
Lan. Josie and Emma helped with prepping supplies,
cooking and baking. Many of the children had never baked cookies before.
And at Sr. Fay’s there are always lots of people to feed.
Sarah helps a child with a
friendship bracelet.

The entire trip took 16 days. Josie and Emma couldn’t
stop talking about all they had seen and learned. They would
like to return to Tuk again. It was a very special adventure and
we are grateful for
Sarah Turgeon-O’Brien is a Bible Camp volunteer
the blessings.
from Sorrento, British Columbia
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Governing Board … Called to Serve

E

ach member of the On Eagle’s Wings’ Governing Board brings unique gifts
to the ministry of enabling
volunteers to do our mission work in
the North. So if you ask “What’s the
best thing about serving as a member
of the board?”, the answers are
varied. Yet, underlying the details of
each answer is a common sense of
calling, love for God, for sharing his
Word, and for the northern families
we serve.
Some of our Governing Board members
touring the botanical gardens in Huntsville, AL
after our last fall board meeting. From L-R:
Marilyn Goebel, Cliff Horton, Ross Whitelaw,
Lois Graff.

For Lois, from Huntsville,
Alabama, who has also spent many
years teaching Bible Camps in the
North, one of the best things about
serving as a board member is “Being involved with something that is very
important; that is, sharing God’s Word and being in relationship with other
children of God.” Cliff, from Stony Plain, Alberta, also volunteers in the On
Eagle’s Wings office. For him, the combination of board and office volunteering
gives him the “Hands-on involvement in the ministry” that he enjoys.
Our Governing Board is made up of members from Canada and the
United States. Each member can serve up to three consecutive two-year terms.
We meet together in person in the fall and meet by conference call at other
times. Meetings are characterized by a deep sense of love and respect for each
other—and we have fun! Members from Canada and the USA take turns
hosting meetings, so we learn a lot about each other, our communities, and
local culture.
We are currently accepting
applications for new board members. If you
think God may be calling you to serve as a
Governing Board member, or if you would like
more information about what is involved,
please contact the Edmonton office.
Former board member, Martina Norwegian, checks
out the falls at Sioux Falls, South Dakota after a
meeting in Sioux Center, Iowa.
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