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T

Bible Camp in a Bag

his summer, 428 families in 21 northern
communities, from northern Alberta to the high
Arctic, received Bible Camp in a Bag backpacks.
Backpacks were filled with 5 Bible stories and exciting
activities that reveal God's love being shown in a
house—from the first temple to Lydia’s home.
“My granddaughter opened [the backpack] up right
away and started working on it. She loves it and both
she and her Mom are amazed at all the stuff that was
in the bag.” - Grace, Moose Factory, ON
Volunteers and staff prepared over 4,200 craft kits,
printed 2,140 Bible story and activity booklets, and
recorded 30 videos of Bible stories, crafts, and songs
to fill all 428 bright blue backpacks.
Photos right, from top: A child in northern Ontario enjoys her Bible
Camp in a Bag; Backpack, Bible story booklets & a craft kit; Craft sample.

Lesley’s Stories … Sharing

A

n unforeseen gift from the pandemic has been the opportunity to share
resources with colleagues across dioceses, parishes, and ministries. This
way we have supported each other and, together, grown God’s Kingdom
across the country.
This summer, we were happy to support our friends at the British
Columbia Mission Boat Society and the coastal communities they serve by
offering the full LIGHT Bible Camp curriculum for their in-person camps. I am
thankful to Rhonda Kelman, Executive Director, for sharing how LIGHT
benefitted communities in northern British Columbia:
“Thank you, On Eagle’s Wings, for the
use of your Summer VBS program, LIGHT. As
restrictions started to change in British
Columbia at the beginning of July, some of our
communities asked us to come and visit in
person. This was fantastic news, however we
had to do some quick planning to be able to
go.
“We had sent our summer curriculum
into communities as kits, so this meant we
needed something new, and the LIGHT
curriculum was a huge blessing to us. The
children were so excited to see us and couldn’t
wait for Kid’s Club each day. The communities
we were able to go to were Kyuquot and
Klemtu, and Kid’s club was enjoyed by over
forty children!
“One of the Chiefs thanked us for
coming and he said that they notice a huge
difference in not only their children but the
whole community when we visit. We are
thankful that we are invited into these communities to teach about Jesus and
this curriculum allowed us to share God’s love in many
ways.”
Photos from top: Rhonda Kelman enjoys LIGHT crafts with a
child at Bible Camp; puppet shows are a perennial favourite for
relating the Gospel story.

Rev Lesley Hand, Executive Director
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Robin’s Reflections … Looking Up!

A

10 year old boy stood on a soccer field in Ireland with his head looking
straight up. An airplane was flying directly overhead, and it didn’t matter
what was happening in the game. Watching a passing aircraft was of far
greater importance. 35 years later, not
much has changed. When a plane flies by,
this head still looks up!
Anything aviation-related grabs my
attention. When I first met Lesley around
14 years ago, she told me stories of flying
to remote and isolated northern
communities, and I was captivated. She
explained how volunteers from across the
continent would give of their time and
resources to lead Bible Camps in places that
could not be reached by road. Her passion
for the ministry shone through as she told
stories of the wonderful people of the
north she had come to know.
“What a fascinating job”, I thought
to myself. Little did I know that one day I
Photos from top: Robin with his would be joining the On Eagle’s Wings
family!
wife, Emma; Packing Bible
Camp in a Bag kits with Hedy
Now I’m looking straight up again Glenn, On Eagle’s Wings Office this time on the map. When I look up, I see
Assistant.
the names of communities I am still learning

to pronounce. In them I know are the precious people I have been emailing,
speaking with on the phone, and sending out Bible Camp kits to. I can’t wait
to board a plane and visit, and to get to know all you in person! To walk with
you and your families as we discern the exciting journey Creator is calling us
to in each place.
I am equally excited to meet all you volunteers in person, to hear
your stories, and to travel with you throughout the North
when rules permit. Until then, will you join me in looking up?
This time to the One seated on high as we pray for our
northern friends, the communities, our volunteers, board
members, and staff team. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
Robin Abrol, Director of Ministry.
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Youth Bible Study Initiative

I

t just keeps getting better! The second phase of
production of our youth and young adult Bible
study curriculum, Pathways to a Strong Faith, is
underway.
We are excited about this development,
for it comes as a result of requests from
communities: “Keep the high quality information
and make it fun, visual, easy to read, and
interactive.” Formatted for print or online
viewing, we are doing just that!
As you can see from the sample pages
pictured right, the curriculum will be packed full
of vibrant colours, images, and short text
segments that dig right into the heart of the
lesson.
The curriculum is designed to help youth
overcome the challenges of northern life from a
deeply faithful and biblical perspective by
focusing on our identity in Christ—particularly as
Indigenous and Inuit followers of Jesus. It includes
topics vital to faith formation, such as prayer,
meditation, studying the Bible, discipleship,
Gospel-Based Discipleship, the Holy Trinity, and
culture and the Gospel.
This second phase of production has just
begun and we expect all 11 lessons to be
completed in time for Bible Camps next summer.
We are looking forward to introducing it to
communities at the same time as we resume inperson Bible Camps next year.
There's more news! To find out how you
can help with this youth Bible study initiative,
take a look at another exciting venture outlined
on page 2 your Soaring letter.
~ Lesley
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