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Gallery … POP! Bible Camps

Clockwise from top left: Rainbows, a
sign of God's promise in Behchoko;
Bible story dramatic reading in Ft.
McMurray; Raven mask for the Elijah
story in Ft. Chipewyan; Story time
with ‘Jesus’ in Paulatuk; Focalare
member helps a child in Wha’Ti;
Dinosaurs ready for
the ark in Aklavik;
Help with crafts in
Behchoko; Local
leader by the Arctic
Ocean in Paulatuk.
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Lesley’s Stories … The Gift of Presence
I appreciate the gift of presence more each year. The drama does not thrill me
as much as it used to. And so, I look for God in quiet moments, in the ‘small
stuff’.
If we think about numbers, it was small
stuff that Gary was the only child at Bible
Camp in Ft. Chipewyan one day. We soon
noticed that he loved, and excelled at,
crafts. After relating the story of God
keeping His promise to Mary that she
would bear the child, Emmanuel, God with us, we made all the crafts
together—Gary and 4 adults giving him their undivided, loving attention. Bible
stories came to life through Gary’s creative talent. All the while, he chatted,
telling us about his life—his loves and joys, frustrations and sadness, school,
and family. We simply listened and encouraged him. Not one of us noticed the
time passing. His lunch still sat on the table uneaten; he was absorbed in
something far better—loving presence and attention. Finally, the flow of
conversation paused, and Gary asked how long he had been there. “Two
hours,” we replied. He was surprised, “Wow! I thought I’d only been here 30
minutes!”
3 year-old Henry was small stuff with lots of
energy. He just wanted to run. So we asked
Cam to take Henry under his wing. The first
day with Cam, Henry spent a lot of time in
the toy room and playing outdoors. Cam was
patient, kind, and attentive. His was a quiet
presence. Through the week we noticed that,
with Cam by his side, Henry was able to participate in more activities.
Gradually, the toy room became less attractive and not quite so necessary!
Cam’s gentle presence was calming Henry. When we embarked on our craft
marathon on the last day, we expected Henry to play outdoors most of the
afternoon. Not so! With Cam by his side to steady and guide him, Henry spent
over an hour making flip-flops to walk with Jesus, hearts of love, and he
painted a rock with a picture of his favourite Bible story. Henry
accomplished everything the big kids did!
Our Bible Camp theme, Promise of Presence, was truly a word
from God. Thanks be to God!
Rev Lesley Hand, Executive Director
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Melissa’s Musings … Walking Together
“Let’s pick berries!” one of our little tour guides exclaimed. Mary Kehrig and I
had been in Ulukhaktok, a small Arctic hamlet of about 400 on Victoria Island,
for a few days and we were to have 32 kids join us for the week at Bible Camp.
We quickly found out that these children made short work of their crafts and
posed very few behavioural issues, so we finished our Bible Camp activities
early, yet still had bouncy and eager children ready to spend more time
together. So we began to go for walks with them at the end of each Bible
Camp session.
At first, it was mainly one family of
siblings and cousins that led us to the
farthest streets of the hamlet and
showed us where the best swing sets and
monkey bars were located. Other
children began to join us, and told us where whales had recently been spotted,
where to find the inukshuks on the peak of a hill, who was going out hunting
and coming back from the land today, and how to look for lemmings under
houses.
But on my two favourite walks, the children—Alisha, Aliza, Thomas, Jericho,
Sarah, and Natalie—led us across the beach that meets the Amundsen Gulf of
the Beaufort Sea to some berry patches near the mouth of the Firth River. The
kids excitedly led us to patches of red leaves that signaled the Arctic
cranberries you could pluck from beneath
them. Many of the children crouched and
ate the sweet-tart berries with us. A few of
the others skipped over rocks in the river,
laughing joyfully.
At On Eagle’s Wings, we speak of walking
with the people of the North. I think this will be one of my fondest memories
of how that idea plays out as we seek to journey with people where they are.
Through his instructions and though his example in stories like the Road to
Emmaus in Luke 24, Jesus calls his followers to journey together with him,
walking alongside one another and “breaking bread” together,
whether that be communion bread, bannock, Arctic cranberries, or
whatever may be the delicious foods of the culture you’re among.
This is one of the ways that we can together taste and see that the
Lord is good.
Melissa May, Diaconal Minister in Yellowknife, NT
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Farewell Message from Melissa … ‘Befamilied’
What is the difference between a disciple and an
apostle?” Fifteen-year-old Gloria from Aklavik asked
me recently during Bible Camp. I thought about it for a
moment, and answered, “Disciples are followers of
Jesus, and the ‘big A’ Apostles like Peter and Paul were
sent by Jesus to do ministry.” My friend, co-teacher,
and On Eagle’s Wings board member, Katie Russell
helpfully added, “I think we can all consider ourselves sent by Jesus. We’re
‘little-a’ apostles and disciples too.”
Sent by Jesus into ministry with the breathtaking nitty-gritty of the world and
its people: that is how I feel about my call to ministry through On Eagle’s
Wings in Northern Canada.
It is difficult to capture the experiences of four years
(or five Bible Camp seasons) with this ministry. I have
had the privilege to visit 36 communities in the
Northwest Territories, Nunavut, and northern Alberta,
and have been blessed to co-lead Bible Camps in 24 of
those communities. I have made many friendship
bracelets, sung “I Just Wanna Be A Sheep” and “My
God is So Great” countless times, made hundreds of
Melissa and Sr Fay
crafts, and befriended—or more accurately,
Trombley in
“befamilied”—people from beautifully distinctive
Tuktoyaktuk
Aboriginal communities. I am so overjoyed to count
among my sisters and brothers in Christ my
companions, young and old, who have taught me how to better walk with
Jesus through their Northern footsteps.
I will not forget Gloria’s honest questions or Jasmine from Inuvik’s earnest
efforts to teach fellow children about Jesus in Sunday School. I cannot help but
have imprinted on my heart the memory of board member, Martina
Norwegian, praying for me in the South Slavey language at the beginning of my
call. I will always pray for Susie Nigiyok’s family of children and nieces in
Ulukhaktok who excitedly made a YouTube video singing Bible Camp songs and
spent two days with Mary Kehrig and I showing us where to pick Arctic
cranberries in the verdant summer growth of the rolling tundra. I will always
treasure my current and former staff colleagues—Lesley, Sheila, AnnE, Roger,
and Kathryn—as well as our board members and community partners who
have so lovingly journeyed with me.
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My advice to you, my dear friends, is that you keep
walking with Jesus, wherever and among whomever he
leads. The road is bumpy but adventurous, troubling yet
beautiful, filled with songs and silence and mourning
and prayer and laughter and dancing, and marked by
stops to dwell with people and learn with them as Jesus
teaches and breaks bread with us all.
At the end of this chapter of my journey, as the road
continues to wind on for us all, I think that what I can
best say in response to the incredible hospitality and
friendship I have received in the North are the thank
you’s I have learned: Mahsi cho. Quana. Quyannamiik.
May God keep blessing you abundantly with grace and

Iceberg selfie—Melissa
and Mary Kehrig in
Grise Fiord, NU.

It is Again God’s Time … Farewell, Melissa
I remember our joy when Melissa came to On
Eagle’s Wings, to the north, and to a new life and
family. We had been without a ministry staff
person in Yellowknife for a long time. We prayed,
searched, and waited for our time to be God’s
time. Our prayers were answered in Melissa! It
was God’s time!

Lesley and Melissa at Bible
Camp in Ft. Chipewyan, AB.

Melissa jumped in with both feet—visiting
dozens of communities year-round. Who can
forget her adventurous Ice Road Disciples ministry trip this past winter?
Hundreds of children and youth have been touched by her loving presence, for
they have returned to Bible Camp year after year. Many of us have been
enriched by her devotions and writing, and captivated by her social media
posts.
So, it is a bittersweet time to have to say that it is now God’s time again! Time
for a new call—more growth and a new journey with an internship family in
Virginia. We look forward to the future when Pastor Melissa may lead a team
of fresh volunteers into relationships with her Northern family.
Mahsi cho for being among us and blessing us with yourself and your gifts.
May God guide your steps and bless you in all that you do.
Toll free: 1-866-441-6594
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George Jason … Love Jesus in the Other
George is a volunteer Bible Camp teacher and Governing
Board member of On Eagle’s Wings. Originally from South
Africa, George and his family now live in Ponoka, Alberta.
George and Shawn Campbell spent 10 days in Wha’Ti, NWT,
building relationships and teaching Bible Camp.
We arrived courtesy of Air Tindi in Wha’Ti, a Tlicho (Dene) community
northwest of Yellowknife, on a clear day in mid-July with visibility as far as the
eye could see.
There is much to be said for coming to Wha’Ti not only to offer skills and
knowledge but also to learn. I had never really understood the ministry of
presence with such constancy before but the journey to Wha’Ti from Ponoka,
Alberta, with Shawn Campbell was a preview of what would happen both in
Yellowknife and later in Wha’Ti.
Traveling by road to Yellowknife and then by plane
to Wha’Ti and reversing the process two weeks
later, was a formidable experience in appreciating
the value of relationship. Each person really is a
universe waiting to be revealed. For me, the
ministry of presence is about discovering the value
and inherent dignity of each individual life.
The children who came to the Wha’Ti youth centre
trusted us enough to become involved in
conversations, crafts, games and activities where
George and the children in
we shared the wisdom and stories of our faith. A
their boat for the story of
little exchange, a welcome, a few remarks over a
Jesus calming the storm.
craft project, the excitement and energy when
teams competed, were part of the fluid back and forth of our afternoons.
The evening before leaving Wha’Ti, Shawn and I were given a small cube of soft
material from a Focalare group living in Wha’Ti's Catholic Church residence.
We had met some of the group soon after our arrival in Yellowknife and had
worked and socialized with them during our time there. In one of the squares
on the cube was the quotation "Love Jesus in the other" - what a clear
reminder and summary of what our work was really about.
oneagleswingsnorth.org

Telling the Story: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow
I love to tell the story of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and His story, of Jesus and His love;
I love to tell the story, because I know ‘tis true,
It satisfies my longings, as nothing else would do.
Many of you will recognize this beloved hymn. On Eagles Wings has been
sharing the story of Jesus and His love across the North for 18 years. That
storytelling continues today. As you can read in this issue of Soaring, the work
continues. In fact, it has grown over the past 2 years as more local northern
helpers than ever have become involved in leading Bible Camps in their own
communities.
But there are still those in our North who have not yet heard about the gospel
of Christ; there are those who long to learn more about it; and there are those
who long to be able to teach it to their children. It is important that the work
will continue to create opportunities for many communities to hear about
Jesus and His love, now and into the future.
You can help ensure that the story can be
brought to future generations across the
North by making a planned gift to On Eagles
Wings.
Planned or “legacy” gifts are donations given
to a charity, such as On Eagle’s Wings, often
through a will. Usually the charity will receive
the gift in the future. Some donors see a
An ageless favourite: Crafts help
planned gift as a way of recognizing and
leaders tell, and children to relate
supporting the charities that were important to, the Bible stories—Noah’s Ark
story in Ft. Smith.
to them during their lifetime: one final,
memorable gift. Others appreciate that
charitable gifts are a way of reducing the tax burden on the estate when the
estate is transferred to surviving loved ones.
Planned gifts can take several forms:
A bequest in your will: In this option, the donor directs the executor of the
estate to gift a fixed amount or a percentage to On Eagle’s Wings
A life insurance policy: A policy on an insured person’s life with On Eagle’s
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Wings named as the beneficiary. This can be arranged through an existing
policy, or a new policy
Retirement assets: Registered Retirement Savings Plans (RRSP) or
Registered Retirement Income Funds (RRIF) in Canada, or a 401K
retirement fund in the US, that provides stable income to the donor
during retirement. A person can designate On Eagle’s Wings as the
beneficiary of these assets
Charitable Gift Annuities: These are a transfer of cash or property to a
financial organization, which then provides an immediate gift to On
Eagle’s Wings, and also a guaranteed income for the donor
Gift of securities: Publicly-traded securities can be gifted directly to On
Eagle’s Wings. The donor receives a receipt for the value of the
security, and On Eagle’s Wings sells the securities. In both Canada and
the US, there are significant tax advantages (i.e., avoiding capital gains
tax) to gifting securities to a charity, such as On Eagle’s Wings
We encourage you to consider your planned gift options carefully, consulting
with your family, financial advisor, and lawyer to help ensure that your wishes
will be carried out efficiently.
Please prayerfully consider helping On Eagle’s Wings to
tell the story of Jesus’ love with your support now, and in
the future through a planned gift.
I love to tell the story,
‘Twill be my theme in glory,
To tell the old, old story
Of Jesus and His love.

Thanks to our volunteer POP! Bible Camp teachers who
continue to tell the story … Shawn Campbell, Linda DesRoches, Carola
Ellis, Lois Green, Chris Heimer, George Jason, Mary Kehrig, Deana Lemke, Kwai
Lan Leslie, Karla May, Deanna Monks, Patti & Larry Ofner, Barb Piston, Amy
Rosborough, Katie Russell, Lori Shaw, Christina Trummer, Susan Weber, Willi
Whiston, Hazel Wolfert.
Easy ways to find us online:
New website:
www.oneagleswingsnorth.org

Many thanks to our northern travel partners
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