Fall 2016
Toll free: 1-866-441-6594

News for friends of On Eagle’s Wings www.oneagleswingsnorth.org

GRACE Gallery … Bible Camp 2016

Toll free: 1-866-441-6594

oneagleswings.north@gmail.com

Lesley’s Stories … 10 Years On at Pine Channel
I first met Lenny at Bible Camp 10 years ago, he was a shy,
serious 4 year old trying hard to keep up with the big kids.
We were rock painting. Most of the little ones found small
smooth pebbles to paint ladybugs or fish. But Lenny was
intent on showing his worth. He could barely carry his huge
rock. Lenny was very little, but had great strength!
Ten years on, Lenny is an easy-going young man; he
stopped by the Bible Camp shelter to see what was
happening. He remembered the Bible stories, crafts, music and games. A lot of
fun! I shared my memory of him carrying that huge rock … and we laughed
even more.
Ten years on, and the entire island community shares
Lenny’s peace and ease. Our evening visits had once
taken place against a backdrop of fights between
youths carrying on a rivalry whose cause had long since
been forgotten. I still smile at the memory of a boy
asking, “Father, can I still be confirmed if I go fight the
boys from Black Lake?” “No!” was the firm reply. “OK,
I’ll wait until after, then!” Now the thwack of the ball,
shouts, and cheers accompany impromptu volleyball and soccer games. Now
the teens join in the Bible stories and crafts.
Ten years on, and the children still arrive early to ring the
bell that signals the beginning of camp each day. So many
children arrived that we stopped counting at 80! Parents
began dropping by to relax and enjoy the Bible stories
and crafts alongside their kids. Together, we enjoyed the
simplicity of being ’unplugged’, using basic supplies to be
creative in how we retold the stories. Paper bags became
plague puppets to retell the story of the Passover. Egg
cartons were transformed into ‘super spy glasses’ that
helped us see people the way Jesus sees them.
Ten years on, and relationships endure. I had missed Pine
Channel for a few years as ministry took me to other places.
Nevertheless, visitors, hugs, handshakes told me that we are
not forgotten. Pine Channel is a spiritual home among friends
where we are always welcome.
Rev Lesley Hand, Executive Director
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Melissa’s Musings … A Day at the Beach
When people talk about enjoying a day at the beach,
they don't often call to mind the shores of the Arctic
Ocean.
But this August in Tuktoyaktuk, or "Tuk," the
northwestern-most point of Canada's mainland, we
needed to find a different place to hold our last day of
Bible Camp. A funeral was suddenly scheduled in the
community hall, where Kwai Lan (my volunteer
partner) and I had already held a few days of fun and
faith-filled activities with about 30 kids. This change
was necessary because a Northern funeral is an event
for the whole community, and this hall is Tuk's largest gathering space.
So what did we do? We took Bible Camp on the road to the beach! In 15degree weather (approximately 60°F), we walked down to the shore in a line of
jolly, jumping children, who showed the wildlife and rocks and frigid water to
Kwai Lan and I. The children are so proud of the land and the sea, and all the
animals.
God was definitely there with us. We enjoyed our snacks, read a Bible story
about Paul's missionary journeys, had a puppet show, and sang "Jesus Loves
Me" as we skipped flat stones into the Beaufort Sea. Kwai Lan and I were able
to emphasize for one last day how God Rescues All Children Everywhere
(GRACE) because God loves us all so much and shows that love to us in the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus. And just like the disciples after the
resurrection, we met our Lord on the beach, and we learned together how to
follow Him and rely upon God's grace rather than our own understanding. This
wonderful grace happened in spite of all of our plans, for both us and the
believers of the Bible.
When we arrived in Tuk, we
never thought we'd
celebrate the Bible on the
beach, but God
led us there,
and it was
awesome.
Melissa May, Diaconal Minister in Yellowknife, NT
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Shawn Campbell … Leave, Go, Be
Shawn (with all his Bible Camp bling!) is a first-time Bible Camp
volunteer from Ponoka, AB. The Anglican parishes in Ft. McMurray,
AB, asked On Eagle’s Wings to offer a Bible Camp to help children
dealing with the trauma of evacuation and loss due to the wildfires in
May. Shawn and his teammates, Lois Green and the Rev Doug
Woods, answered that call.

I was hesitant to go teach Bible Camp for the first time, but God was very
persuasive! All my devotional readings were telling me to leave, go, and be.
Even the title of a sermon was ROAD TRIP, and the theme: Leave your comfort
zone. Go where I tell you. Be strong. I wasn’t sure what to expect, but I went!
The highlights were the most simple activities which delighted the kids. The
best was a phone call from Pharaoh. It intrigued them! This was just to be a
first day phone call but Lois, Doug, and I continued the calls all week. Every
day, Pharaoh called my cell with a question about the day’s Bible story. The
day I was Moses, we had to change Pharaoh, for two of the kids had figured
out who he was. Then we had to find a third Pharaoh—she was great! It took
all week for the kids to guess who it was. The kids got really into it! As I was
sitting at registration every day they all asked, “When was he going to phone?”
Pharaoh would always phone between the Bible story and the songs.
The other unexpected hit was a musical
chairs game. We used the story of the day
to set up the chairs in different shapes.
For Zacchaeus, we set up musical chairs as
a tree with the last chair in the middle for
Zacchaeus. We made a cross shape for
Jesus’ crucifixion, and even a jail for Paul
and Silas! It was a simple games, and the
kids loved it!
I loved just being with the kids and their families. To spend time and talk with
them was a real privilege. Their hospitality impressed me. Talk about going out
of their way to make us feel welcome—thank you! Thankful that I went!
Easy ways to find us online:
New website:
www.oneagleswingsnorth.org
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