Day 1

We can count on God’s promises.
Bible Verse to Remember
“...There is no God like you. . .keeping your promise and love for
your people who walk before you with all their heart. . .”
1 Kings 8:23

Bible Story
Noah’s Ark: Genesis 6:1-9:17 (Spark Story Bible p. 20)

Lesson Objective
We learn that we can trust God to follow through with the covenants
He makes with humanity.

Lesson Overview

As we discover the story of Noah and the ark, we will engage the
children in exploring how God’s promises are trustworthy for the
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Day 1 Lesson
Supplies:









Attendance
record sheets
(Resource
Appendix)
Optional Stickers
Banner
Copies of Day 1
Colouring Sheet
& Word Search
Puzzle (Resource
Appendix)
POP Bags
Big Idea supplies
(optional)

A. Preparation
Check through the activities to prepare all you can in advance.

B. Registration
Use the Attendance Record Sheet (see Resource Appendix)

C. Gathering Activities & Big Idea
Welcome the children and write their names and ages on the
Registration Sheet (see Team Devotions and Resource
Appendix), and engage them in the following activities:

Boat name tags:

General Supply Kit:






Crayons or
markers
Glitter paint or
Fabric markers
Scissors
Necklace-length
strips of yarn

You may choose to use this boat shape (note that without the
“porthole” circles, it also looks like an ulu knife, a tool used in
Northern cooking) or draw your own shape. Draw or trace the
outline of enough name tags for the number of children you
anticipate, punch one hole in each, prepare necklace-length strips
of yarn, and separate the shapes; you may choose to have the
children cut out the actual outline. Help the kids cut out the
shapes, write their names on the name tag, thread the yarn
through the hole punch, and tie the yarn at the appropriate
length to complete the necklace.
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Figure 1.1: Boat
Name Tags Template

3






Supplies:
Big Idea









Cardboard box
Markers or
Crayons
Construction
Paper
Glue
Paper Towel tube
Newspaper
Box cutter

POP bags: Have each child decorate a bag with the acronym
“POP: Power of Presence” on it, along with their names.
POP banner: Invite children to colour in the POP banner.
When you are satisfied with it, hang it up somewhere in the
room as a visual for the rest of the week.
Activity sheets: Word Search Puzzles and Colouring Sheets
(See Extra Resource Appendix)
Big Idea (optional): Cardboard Ark
Use a medium- or big-sized cardboard box as an “ark.” You can
embellish it by cutting out portholes, drawing/colouring animals
peeping out, or creating a mast out of a paper towel tube and a
sail out of newspaper.

Figure 1.2: Cardboard Ark

D. Large Group Gathering
Have kids say their names and Bible Camp Teachers introduce
themselves, and introduce the Bible Camp theme of “POP: Promise
of Presence.”

Attention-Getter:
Call the kids to attention by using a catchy song or a rhyme like this:
P-O-P, P-O-P! God promised to be with you and me!
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Music
Teach and sing 2-3 songs (the recommended songs for the day are
Who Built the Ark? and Rise and Shine: see Songs Appendix), singing
them a cappella or along with the recordings provided.

Wonder Bag
The Wonder Bag is typically a brightly coloured gift bag in which a
secret object is placed every day that clues everyone into the
content of the day’s Bible Story. To keep kids’ attention, try having
them guess the object inside by giving them clues and do a drum roll
on their legs as you pull out the object. For Day One, the object is a
Rainbow Tube.

Supplies:


In preparation, take a cardboard
toilet paper roll and cut away
one long vertical strip. Next,
colour the tube with rainbow
colours and glue cotton balls
along the outside edges where
you made the cut, creating an
effect that looks like clouds.






Figure 1.3: Rainbow Tube

Bible Story Presentation
Genesis 6:1-9:17 (see Story Paraphrase); Spark Story Bible p. 20
Prepare for the way in which you want to tell your Bible story
each day, keeping in mind that using visual aids can be very
effective. If you don’t have a Spark Story Bible (or Bible with
pictures) to use, consider using an idea such as making and using
finger puppets or felt boards/felt characters to show the story
unfolding. Feel free to use the paraphrased text we have provided
on the next page.
We also recommend that you give children a chance to act out
the story after you creatively tell it, so be resourceful in bringing
props or finding some in the community around you to use in reenacting the various Bible stories of the week.
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Toilet
paper roll
middle
Scissors
Markers
Cotton
balls
Glue

“Noah’s Ark” Story Paraphrase (Genesis 6:1-9:17)
Noah and his family were people of God, who did the good and
righteous things God wanted. His family included his wife and his sons,
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. They walked with God.
But the rest of the world did terrible and violent things; their actions
were not what God wanted. So God said to Noah, “I’m going to put an
end to all people, because they fill the earth with violence. So you will
make a big boat called an ark, and it will keep you and your family
safe. I will tell you exactly how to make it.” Noah did just what God
asked, and built an ark the way that God told him to.
(Optional: have kids make the sound/motion of sawing wood)
Then God said, “Go into the ark with your whole family, because you
are righteous and good. Take with you two of every kind of animal so
that they can stay alive, too. You have one week to do this, because
then I will send a flood to wipe out all living creatures from the face of
the earth.” And Noah did just what God said.
Noah was 600 years old when God flooded the earth. Noah and his
family, his wife and sons and his son’s wives, went onto the ark with
two of every kind of all living animals. Then God closed them safely in
the ark and the flood began.
(Optional: lead the kids in an activity of the sounds of a rainstorm.
Start with them rubbing their hands together for wind, then tapping a
finger on the palm of their hand, then snapping their fingers, then
clapping, then slapping their thighs and pounding their feet. Have
them quiet down again and listen to the story).
For forty days and forty nights the flood kept coming on the earth, and
the waters rose and the ark floated. But sadly, the things that were
not on the ark died.
God remembered Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark, and
God sent a wind over the earth and the flood waters started going
down! It took 150 days for the water to go down, and then the ark
came to rest at the top of a mountain called Mount Ararat.
Then Noah opened a window in the ark and sent out a raven to see if it
could land somewhere. (Optional: kids make raven sounds) But it kept
flying back and forth with no place to land because there was too
much water, and it flew back to Noah on the ark.

So Noah waited another week and sent out a dove from the ark.
(Optional: kids make dove sounds). The dove returned to Noah by that
evening, and it had in its beak a fresh olive branch! That meant that
the water had gone down enough that the trees were above water
again.
(continued on next page)
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Finally God said to Noah, “Come out of the ark. . . .” So Noah and
his wife and sons and sons’ wives came out from the ark together
with all the animals and creatures that had been there with them.
Noah wanted to thank God, so he built an altar for worship and
sacrificed some animals to please God. The Lord said in reply,
“Never again will I destroy all living creatures, even though people
keep doing evil things.”
God blessed Noah and his family, saying, “Be fruitful and have many
children and grandchildren, and fill the earth with people. I am
making this promise, this covenant, with you, your descendants, and
all the living creatures, and this rainbow in the sky is the sign of the
covenant I am making between me and the earth.”

Prayer
Lead the kids in echoing after you to pray together:
God we thank you (echo)
That we can trust your promise (echo)
To be with us always (echo)
And take care of us. (echo)
Help us have a great day (echo)
Filled with your love! (echo)
Amen. (echo)

E. Review Game
In preparation, decide in advance how you would like to hold a
review game for each day, using the same game or changing games
as you see fit. Here are some ideas for review games:


Musical Crosses: Play musical chairs with Bible Camp recordings
and use crosses taped to the floor (to stand on instead of chairs
to sit in). When someone is “out,” ask them a review question.



Tic-Tac-Toe: On a large sheet of poster board (or similar
material), draw a large tic-tac-toe board, and cut out X’s and O’s
from construction paper, placing tape on the back of each.
Dividing them into teams, have the kids take turns answering
review questions, and let them apply an X or O once they answer
the question correctly. You can also do Giant Tic Tac Toe on the
floor, using masking tape to make the board and paper X’s & O’s.



Garbage Can Game: Break kids up into teams. Ask a review
question, and the person that gets it right gets to throw a ball
or crumpled piece of paper into a bowl/garbage can. If they get
it in, their team gets a point. (You can make this more like
basketball and indicate that shooting from a certain line is 2
points or 3 points.) Set a goal for how many points to win or who
has the most points when the questions are done.

(Review Questions are on the next page)
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Review Questions

Supplies:

See description for
each game, and
prepare supplies
according to what you
decide to use



What was the name of the man whom God saved, along with his
family? (Noah)



Why did God decide to save Noah’s family? (He was righteous/did
good things)



What did God tell Noah to build? (an ark)



What’s an ark? (a really big boat)



How many of every kind of animal did Noah’s family have to get
onto the ark? (two)



What was the big thing that covered the earth? (a flood)



How long did it rain? (Forty days and forty nights)



What two birds did Noah send out to look for dry land? (a raven
and a dove)



What did the dove come back with in its mouth? (an olive branch)



What is a covenant? (a promise)



What was God’s covenant/promise to Noah? (never destroy all
living creatures)



What was the sign in the sky of God’s promise? (Rainbow)
Bonus: How old was Noah when the flood happened? (600 years
old)
Bonus: What were Noah’s sons’ names: (Ham, Shem, Japheth)




Bible Verse to Remember:
“...There is no God like you. . .keeping your promise and love for
your people who walk before you with all their heart. . .” 1 Kings
8:23
Or use the POP theme verse:
“Remember that I am with you always, even until the end of the
world.” Matthew 28:20
How do we get the children to remember the Verse? In past Bible
Camps, teachers have used a number of methods to allow the
children to memorize the verse and recall its message. Here are
some examples you can try, or make up your own:





Writing the verse into a book (pad, booklet, special homemade
booklet, etc.)
Hopscotch or puddle jumping (words pasted onto large imaginary
objects such as puddles, stones, clouds, lily pads taped to the
floor)
Use of rhythm or musical activity (cup tapping, slapping and
turning, for example) that allows the verse to be remembered
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F. Interpreting Today’s Bible Story
Have kids sit at tables to complete two or all three of these crafts,
and more if you wish (see Extra Crafts in Resources).





Woven Rainbow Plate (see Crafts Appendix)
Animal Finger Puppets (see Crafts Appendix)
Floating Ark (see Crafts Appendix)
“God Sets Us Free” Pyramid (see Crafts Appendix)

G. Games and Recreation
This is a good time to let kids get out a bit more of their energy
before it’s time to focus again; you may find that moving the
games time between snack time and the puppet show may work
for your group as an alternative plan.

H. Snack-n-Show Time
Have a snack together!
Script for Day 1 with Jack and Jesus (see next page)

I. Friendship Circle
Gather everyone back together in one area of the room for closing
activities.
Activity Outline:
Sing a song or two that you introduced today. You might also ask the
kids for special requests.
Engage youth in highlighting the lesson for today. You can review:
(1) Key Learning (We can count on God’s promises)
(2) Today’s Bible Story (Noah’s Ark)
(3) Bible Verse to Remember (1 Kings 8:23 or Matthew 28:20)
(4) Understanding of POP (ask, “what does it stand for?”)
(5)

Favourite game, challenge or activity

(6)

Talk about how God promises to be with us in our everyday lives
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Prayer
Lead the kids in a POPcorn prayer (an open time to pray with teachers and kids speaking names or prayer concerns out loud for thirty
seconds or longer) or echoing after you to pray together as you send
them on their way.
Dear God, (echo)
Thank you for caring for us (echo)
Just like you cared for Noah’s family. (echo)
Help our love for you “pop” (echo)
Because your love doesn’t stop! (echo)
Amen. (echo)

J. Team Evaluations
Complete Daily Evaluation forms (see Extra Resources Appendix)
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Script:
Day One
Introduction

(Jack is in a small box with an opening at the top.
Jesus approaches.)
Jesus: Hmm, I wonder who could be inside this box?
Jack: (laughs)
(Jesus hums the tune “Pop Goes the Weasel,” and at the right
moment…)
Jack: (popping out) POP! Goes the weasel!

These skits reinforce
the stories and themes
we explore each day.
At the end of the script
texts, you will find
templates for the two
characters. Cut them
out and decorate them
according to how you
see their personalities.

Jesus: Oh my goodness! Jack, you got me—I’m so surprised!
Jack: I’m the best at surprising people! Nobody expects me!
Jesus: You’re very good at that.
Jack: Jesus, I’m glad to see you. I’ve got a couple of questions for
you.
Jesus: Okay, I’m ready. Ask away!
Jack: You’re God’s Son, right? I heard that at Bible Camp.
Jesus: You got that right. Also, God and I and the Holy Spirit are all
the same. Trust me on that one.
Jack: Okay, so you would definitely know the answer. I heard
something about God’s presents. I also heard that God promised us
presents!
Jesus: Do you mean the kind that are wrapped in wrapping paper
and have a bow on them?
Jack: I do! I do! This year, I want a new video game, and a bike. . .
Jesus: Jack, I think what we are talking about at Bible Camp is a
different kind of “presents.”
Jack: What do you mean?
Jesus: God is present with you. God is here. That is God’s presence.
Jack: Ohhhh, I get it now.

(continued on next page)
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Characters
Jesus and Jack (or
Jill), a jack-in-the-box

Jesus: But God gives gifts, too!
Jack: Like bikes?
Jesus: More like friendship, and love, and things we need every day.
Even being alive is a wonderful gift from God.
Jack: So what does it mean when we keep saying “Promise of
Presence”?
Jesus: It means that we promise to be with you for your whole life.
And you can count on a promise from God and me.
Jack: Really?
Jesus: Definitely! Remember the story today of Noah and the ark?
God made a promise to Noah—what was it?
Jack: I think it was...hmm...that God would never again destroy the
earth with a flood.
Jesus: Good job, Jack! You remembered that really well.
Jack: And God helped him build the big ark and get all those animals
onto it—and they made it onto dry land.
Jesus: Yes, it was pretty great! God’s promises are real. And God
comes through because He loves you.
Jack: Me?
Jesus: Yes, you, Jack! And all of the kids here, and everyone in
____________(use the name of the community you are in).
Jack: Wow.
Jesus: Let’s meet up again tomorrow and talk about another Bible
story.
Jack: Okay, Jesus!
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Appendix

Day 1

Supplies:
•

1-1: Woven Rainbow Plate
Difficulty: Medium for older kids; hard for younger kids
Preparation:
• Make a sample craft to show the children
• Cut paper plates in half, you will use half a paper plate per child.
• Cut a measured amount of each rainbow yarn colour for each child
(~1yd/metre)
• Prepare seven pieces of the grey for each child (~8”).
• Outline the cloud with your Sky Blue marker, do not colour it in. Or
you can use white paint to make the cloud after the blue has dried.
• Put paper plates, yarn, and a sky blue marker at each child’s place
Options:
• Put a small “tip” of masking tape at the end of each
colour yarn strand for easier weaving
• *For an easier craft, create the loom for the kids ahead
of time (see below)
• *For easier tape distribution, you may want to have in
place several short strips of tape on the ends of the craft
table (beforehand or as you go) for kids to access easily.

Figure C.1: Loom

Figure C.2: Finished Woven Rainbow Plate

Instructions for Kids:
• Go through the instructions out loud with the kids and show them
the sample craft.
• Colour the front of the paper plate with the sky blue marker
• At the bottom of the craft, write “God’s Promises Are Real” in
black marker.
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•
•

•

•

•

Sturdy white
paper plates
without a “shiny”
front (1/2 for
each child)
Scissors (for
preparation)
Yarn (nonrainbow colour;
one skein per
camp)
Rainbow colours
of yarn (one ball
of each colour per
camp)
• Purple
• [Dark Blue]
• Light Blue
• Green
• Yellow
• Orange
• Red
Sky Blue markers,
OR crayons or
paint
Masking tape (1
roll per camp)

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Cut seven slits (~1” slots) on the rounded part of the paper plate
Cut one slit (~1” slot) in the bottom centre of the paper plate
Use the grey yarn to create a loom:
• Hook one end of each piece of yarn into the bottom-centre
slit and in one of the top slits in turn
• Tape down the ends of the yarn on the other side of the
paper plate
Starting from the bottom of the loom with the purple yarn, tie it
to a bottom strand of the loom
Weave that colour through the loom until the yarn runs out
Tie the end of the yarn to the next colour of yarn, or a strand of
the loom at the place where it finishes.
Repeat with each colour (the order is purple/violet, [indigo-dark
blue], light blue, green, yellow, orange, red) until a rainbow is
created. The end of the red yarn will need to tie to the grey
strand or tuck into the back of the rainbow weaving.

1-2: Animal Finger Puppets
Supplies:
•

•
•
•

•
•

Thin gloves (many
colours; one pair
for every 5 young
children, 2 fingers
each child)
Googly eyes (four
for each child)
Markers (one pack
for every 5 children)
Felt (many colours; used for the
older children and
for the body parts
on the glove fingers; you can find
stiff felt squares
at Walmart)
Scissors (enough
to share)
Liquid Glue (one
bottle for every 2
-3 children)

Difficulty: Easy
Preparation:
• Make a sample craft to show the children - They will be making 2
puppets each
• Cut the fingers of the gloves off for the children to use as finger
puppets
• For the older children - maybe have some pre-cut animals, or at
least the bodies
• Put googly eyes and glove fingers or felt pieces at each child’s
place
• Put markers, small pieces of felt, scissors, glue (and paper
plates, Q-Tips/paintbrushes if sharing the glue)
• Be prepared to go through the instructions out loud with the kids
and show them the sample

Optional:
•
•

•

Glitter glue
Paper plates and
Q-tips or paintbrushes for glue
sharing
Tacky Glue
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Instructions for Younger Kids:
• Decorate the finger puppets by adding features to make them into
various animals, usually by using felt.
• Optional: Tacky Glue helps to stop the fraying ends of the
glove, but be careful no to glue the finger shut.
Instructions for Older Kids:
• Cut felt pieces for the body of the animal large enough for your
finger, about 1/4” additional around your finger. (Use pictures
above as your guide)
• Decorate the finger puppets by adding features to make them into
various animals, usually by using felt.

1-3: Floating Ark
Difficulty: Hard (for all ages) - will need assistance by older children
or the bottom done for them ahead of time.
Preparation:
•

•
•
•

Make a sample craft to show the children
• Optional: To make “seats” in the ark, use the scissors to cut
the craft popsicle sticks into two pieces with angled ends (see
2nd picture); discard the rounded ends after cutting
Put the regular and craft popsicle sticks at each child’s place
Put the paper plates and Q-Tips/paintbrushes at various places at
the craft table
Put some glue onto each paper plate

Supplies:
•
•
•
•

Optional:
•

Instructions for Kids:
•
•
•

Go through the instructions out loud with the kids and show them
the sample
Carefully lay 8-10 standard sticks down diagonally, making sure a
small stick lays nicely across the ends (see 1st picture below).
Try to make the finished bottom of the boat look like a tight dia-
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Regular Popsicle
Sticks (~24 per
child)
Liquid Glue
Scissors (enough
to share)
Paper plates and
Q-Tips or paintbrushes for glue
sharing

•

Mod Podge glue
protective coating
(1 bottle per
camp)
Craft Popsicle
Sticks (one per
child)

•
•
•
•

•

•

Supplies:
•
•

•
•

•
•
•

Egg carton cups
(one cup per
child)
Brown
construction
paper (~three
sheets per camp)
Scissors (for
preparation)
Cloth or burlap
(any colour; 5
square feet per
camp)
White copy paper
(1-2 sheets per
camp)
Markers (one pack
per 5 children)
Liquid Glue

Optional:
•

•

Paper plates and
Q-Tips or paintbrushes for glue
sharing
Cereal or bread
crumbs to serve
inside the basket

mond shape, the width of the short points should be no more
than 5” from point to point.
Glue two sticks across the ends and let dry for a few minutes
Put some glue at each corner of the ark’s diamond shape
Build up the first layer of regular popsicle sticks by placing them
in the diamond shape on top of the glue corners.
Repeat for a few more layers of gluing popsicle sticks
• Optional: Halfway through, you may glue down the “seat”
pieces (see 2nd picture), glue one end of the seat under
the stick and the other end over the opposite stick.
When the glue has had enough time to dry, paint the bottom and
sides (or entire boat) with Mod Podge at the end of the day.
• Optional: you Mod Podge them after the children go home
and then they can float them anytime the next day.
When totally dry, try floating it in a sink or container filled with
water

Day 2
2-1: “God Provides” Basket
Difficulty: Easy
Preparation:
• Make a sample craft to show the children
• Cut the egg carton cups apart (1 per
child)
• Cut the brown paper into short, slender
strips of about 4 inches in length
• Cut the white paper into short, slightly
more slender strips of ~ 3 inches in length
• Optional: Have the verse written on
ahead of time
• Cut the cloth/burlap into squares of
about 4 x 4 inches
• Put cloth/burlap, egg carton cups, brown
paper strips, and verse strips at each
child’s place
• Put paper plates, paintbrushes, and markers at various places
around the table
• Be prepared to go through the instructions out loud with the kids
& show the sample
Instructions for Kids:
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