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THANK YOU for teaching Jesus’ Love Changes People—The Story of Paul. Your love and care for all the children you learn, play and work with will be a powerful tool to
show Jesus’ love. Children will celebrate Jesus’
Love Changes People as they learn to see Jesus’
love in their own lives.

This program includes six lessons from Paul’s story in the Book of Acts. Teach a lesson each week
or a lesson a day in one week. Use whatever works
for your community. The lessons are written to take
45 minutes to an hour.

The language used in this curriculum is simple. All six lessons include a
Wonder Box introduction, a story time, crafts and music to fit the day or the
overall week’s theme. The message we want the children to understand is
that Jesus’ promise of hope in the good times and bad times is for them.
Enjoy, celebrate, pray and experience this special story with the children and
discover more about Jesus’ love.

The Theme Bible Verse for this curriculum is:
Anyone who belongs to Christ is a new person.
The past is forgotten and everything is new.
2 Corinthians 5: 17
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Jesus’ Love Changes People
Lesson 1

The First Churches

Acts 2: 44-47
_______________________________________________________

Lesson Objective

_______________________________________________________
We learn about the church in Bible times.
_______________________________________________________

Theme Bible Verse

_______________________________________________________
Anyone who belongs to Christ is a new person.
The past is forgotten and everything is new. 2 Corinthians 5: 17
_______________________________________________________

Bible Verse to Remember

_______________________________________________________
You are the rock where I am safe. 2 Samuel 22: 3
_______________________________________________________

A Thought and Prayer for Teachers

_____________________________________________________
All the Lord’s followers often met together, and they
shared everything they had. Acts 2: 44
The early church was a community of believers who not only
worshipped together, but lived together, too. They did not have
church buildings and so they met in people’s homes. They
depended on each other and worked together to share God’s
love.

Your class is like one of these home churches. It’s a small group
that comes together to learn about Jesus and support each other
as members of God’s family. Say a prayer for God’s help as you
lead your children through this lesson.
Prayer: Dear God, thank you for the gift of your love and the
opportunity to share it with the children. Guide my words and
actions as show your love can change people. Amen
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_______________________________________________________

Materials Needed

_______________________________________________________












A box/Wonder Box
Individual cards to spell out the letters for the word “BULLY”
A Christian Fish Symbol (See drawing on page 3)
Attendance Sheet
Poster Board
Paul Was a Bully to Christians Colouring Sheet
Pony Beads (about 20 per child)
Long Chenille Stems/Pipe cleaners)
Yarn
Face paint or washable paint, small brush
General supplies: crayons, markers, scissors

_______________________________________________________

Welcome Activities

_______________________________________________________
Greet children as they arrive. Record the name and age of each
child on the Attendance Sheet.
While you wait for other children to arrive, encourage them to
complete and colour the Lesson One Colouring Sheet.
_______________________________________________________

Introduction

_______________________________________________________
“Mother, May I?”
Play the game “Mother, May I” using the following directions:






Appoint one child to be the leader or “mother.” This child
stands at one end of the room. The other children
line up, side-by-side, at the other end of the room.
Each child takes turns asking the leader/mother for
permission to take a certain number of steps toward him/her.
If the leader says, “you may,” the child may proceed. If the
leader says “you may not,” the child must remain in their
place until his/her next turn. The leader may also choose to
say, “everyone may,” and all children may proceed.
The first child to reach “mother” may become the
new “mother.”
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_______________________________________________________

Wonder Box

_______________________________________________________
Invite children sit on the floor. Have the box with the letters
B-U-L-L-Y and a picture of the Christian fish symbol in it.
Ask: Did you enjoy playing the game? How fun would the
game
be if the “mother” never let anyone take a step?
Say: There are some people who don’t want others to have fun.
Sometimes they aren’t even very nice to them. We have a name
for this kind of person. Can you guess what it is?
Bring out the letters for “BULLY” out of the wonder box, one at a
time until they guess it.
Ask: Who can tell us what a bully does? What would a bully
say? Would they say....
...get out of my way! (Yes)
...would you like to play with me? (No)
...give me that pencil or I’ll break it! (Yes)
...let’s share the scissors. (No)

Say: When the church was first starting out, people who had
followed Jesus had to meet in secret places because there were
bullies who didn’t like Christians. And so, they made up a sign to
exchange - to let each other know who was safe to be around
and who was not. Do you have an idea what that sign might be?
Take the drawing of the fish out of the Wonder Box.
Say: When two people meet, one would draw a line in the dirt
with their foot, like this. (Outline the top arc of the fish) If the
other person was a Christian, he/she would complete the fish.
(Draw the bottom arc of the fish.) If they didn’t complete the
fish, they knew it was not safe to talk about Jesus.
Today we will learn about one of these bullies. Our colouring
sheet today highlighted a picture of a man who was mean to
people who followed Jesus We will also learn about how God’s
love can change a bully into someone who wants to share
God’s love with others.
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_______________________________________________________

Music Time

_______________________________________________________
Here are some suggested songs for today. If there are other
songs your group would like to sing, please feel free to do so.



Love, Love, Love
Jesus Loves Me, This I Know

_______________________________________________________

Today’s Bible Story

_______________________________________________________
(Distribute the five letters for B-U-L-L-Y from the Wonder Box.
Have them hold up the letter every time you say
a word that begins with that letter as you prompt or assist them.)
NOTE: These words are highlighted, un-bolded with capital
letters, so you can prompt them to hold up their letter.
Jesus had followers called disciples. After Jesus went to
heaven, the disciples began to call themselves Christians,
or people who follow Jesus, the Christ. They BELIEVED in
Jesus as God’s Son. They wanted to share his LOVE with
others.
The Bible tells us that they lived together in a community
where they could share their food and belongings. They
worshipped together and they talked about Jesus.
Some people had trouble believing the stories about the
amazing things Jesus had done. They couldn’t BELIEVE
what they couldn’t see. They didn’t UNDERSTAND what a
difference Jesus could make in their lives. They didn’t
UNDERSTAND how Jesus could LOVE them.
A man named Paul was one of those people. He didn’t
BELIEVE that Jesus was the Son of God. He didn’t UNDERSTAND how Jesus could LOVE everyone. He wanted to hurt people who BELIEVED in Jesus. They were afraid of Paul,
so they met in secret.

WEEK 1

Page 4

In our next lesson, we’ll see that Paul was in fir a life-changing
surprise. surprise coming. He would soon change his ways
and LIVE his life for Jesus, too.
Jesus doesn’t want any of his followers to be BULLIES. He
wants us to LOVE and care for one another, just as he loves
and cares for us. And, no matter were you go or what you do,
no matter what kind of trouble you run in to, you need to remember that Jesus LOVES YOU and Jesus wants YOU to be
kind to everyone.
When you meet a bully, YOU can remember that YOU are a
child of God and God has given you the wisdom and courage
to treat him the way he should e treated. Let me show you
something else the word and letters for BULLY can stand
for….
(Have the children hold up their letters, one at a time as you say
each one of the following lines.
B
Believe in Jesus
U
Understand he loves you
L
Love and care for everyone
L
Live your life for Jesus
Y
You are a child of God
_______________________________________________________

Bible Verse to Remember

_______________________________________________________
“You are the rock where I am safe.”
2 Samuel 22: 3
Write the Bible Verse to Remember on poster board.
Hold up the Bible Verse to Remember Poster. Read it once for
the children. Have them repeat it. Show them the following
actions to help remember the verse.
You are (point up)
the rock (pound right fist in palm of left hand)
where I am safe. (cross arms in front of you and move
them apart- like “safe” sign from baseball)
II Samuel (hold up two fingers)
Chapter twenty-two (bounce two fingers two times)
Verse three (hold up three fingers)
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_______________________________________________________
_

Today’s Craft

_______________________________________________________
Fish Necklace
Each child will need:





Assorted colors of pony beads
1 long chenille stem (pipe cleaner)
Yarn for necklace
Bible Verse to Remember sticker

Directions:
Fold the chenille stem in half.
String beads onto each arm of the chenille stem.
Fold over the ends of each stem to secure the beads.
Twist the stems together, bout 3 or 4 beads from the end
of the stem
 Open the middle part of the stems to form a fish.
 Cut yarn to make a string for a necklace. Put the string
through the “body” of the fish and tie the ends together.





______________________________________________________

Friendship Circle

______________________________________________________
Post the Bible Verse to Remember poster.
Invite everyone trace on the poster board and write their name
inside it.
Say: We follow Jesus with our hands. We can use our hands
to love and serve others.
Ask: How can you use your hands to help others? (Wash or
dry
the dishes, give a pat on the back or a hug, pick up trash, etc.)
In Paul’s time, people had to keep it a secret that they were
Christians. Today we can show everyone that we are Christians.
We can even wear the sign of the fish to show others we are
Christians.
WEEK 1
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Use the alternative meaning for “Bully” as your closing prayer or
blessing.
B
Believe in Jesus
U
Understand he loves you
L
Love and care for everyone
L
Live your life for Jesus
Y
You are a child of God
So…
U
Use your hands and voice and feet to share
God’s love. Amen.
Option: You might use American Sign Language letters to
highlight the first letter of each line. Then, as you could encourage
children to use it as a “secret” sign to share when they see each
other.
NOTE: Illustrations sheets for American Sign is included in
this curriculum.
As you bring closure to your lesson:




Thank the children for coming.
Remind them to take home their Week One Activity sheet
along with their fish necklace.
Remind them to bring a friend the next time they come.
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BULLY

American Sign Language

B
U
L
L
Y

