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We appreciate you inspiring us with your stories and insights as we
walk through Advent together.
Thank You!
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On Eagle’s Wings
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring
good news.
(Isaiah 52:7, NIV)
Dear Friends,
Thank you for the part each of you plays in this ministry of
walking with Northern people and sharing the Good News which
God has entrusted to us. I am deeply appreciative of you and all
that you bring to On Eagle’s Wings. Many years ago, when I first
began working in volunteer management a wise co-worker said
that each gift is important. The small is as valuable as the large, the
invisible as valuable as the visible, and an hour as important as a
week.
This especially speaks to this year’s Advent Reflections
writers. Some are old friends. And many are first-time writers who
approached the task with great trepidation and trust in the Holy
Spirit to guide them. Some are the less visible part of the church
whose voices are rarely heard outside of their own community.
For, many of our writers this year are our local community
coordinators, northern volunteers who invite On Eagle’s Wings
into the community and work with us to provide Bible Camps and
other ministries that are requested. Others are northern friends who
help us in a variety of ways. The wisdom and insight they reveal in
these reflections are offered with great humility and faith. Even as
I have done the work of compiling this booklet, I have been deeply
touched by the power and beauty of their words. I pray that you
will be too.
I am delighted to offer these reflections for your journey
through Advent. May the Holy Spirit speak through
them, revealing the beauty of our northern people
and the presence of Christ among us.
May we all humbly receive the Good
News of Christ our Lord and Saviour.
Rev. Lesley Hand, Executive Director
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First Sunday of Advent, December 1
Do Not Be Afraid
An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife,
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”
(Matthew 1:20, NRSV)
Allan was discouraged. What happened? Just a few weeks earlier he
had been excited that his hopes for the little community were
beginning to come together. “They don’t like that I’m being a
leader,” he explained. Opposition from other people in the
community gnawed at his confidence. “Was he doing the right
thing?” He wondered.
Joseph also wrestled with lost hopes with the implications of Mary
becoming pregnant before their marriage. Shame and opposition
loomed large. He resolved to dismiss her quietly and preserve her
dignity. That is, until the angel appeared, “Do not be afraid…for the
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.”
On my next visit, Allan was beaming! A small group had begun to
gather for Sunday worship. He had attended a leadership training
event and was keen to put some ideas into action. On Eagle’s
Wings’ volunteers would come again in the summer to teach the
children and maybe more people would come to help them.

Both Allan and Joseph heard the same message of hope, “Do not be
afraid, for the life that you are bringing forth is from the Holy
Spirit.” As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the life of the
world, let us pause to ask, “In what ways are we called to bring the
life of Christ into the world?” We too will wrestle with fear and
opposition. Even so, the angel’s message holds true for us also.
Heavenly Father, thank you that you call us to be stewards of
your hopes and dreams for your people. May we rejoice in the
life that you bring into the world. Amen.
Rev. Lesley Hand (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Executive Director
Spruce Grove, Alberta
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Monday, December 2

Guide My Feet
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you
will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of
salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. By the tender
mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to
give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.
(Luke 1:76-79, NRSV)
The practice of washing feet on Maundy Thursday invites us to
share in Christ’s life and work. Christ’s and our lives of humble
service are symbolized by washing others’ feet. People declining to
participate say their feet are too ugly or worn to be seen by others.
In the Bible you’ll encounter feet that are bruised, shackled,
stumbling from blindness or tiredness, rushing into war, soiled by
blood, ashes and mud. Bible feet are also described as gifted-walking on God’s heights, over God’s enemies, unshackled,
anointed with tears and expensive oil.
Zechariah sang the above song at the birth of his son, John the
Baptist, the one who prepares the way for Jesus. John’s life was
stark and simple. Imagine the condition of his feet after years of
walking and preaching in the wilderness.
The feet bringing Christ’s way of peace through On Eagle’s Wings
include those of the tired mom, elder in moccasins, kid in tennis
shoes regardless of the temperature, reluctant but called manager,
excited teenager, always-cold feet nestled in Sorel boots rated for 40 degrees and many more. Your humble feet, northern or southern,
beautiful or bumpy, are good enough to proclaim God’s way of
peace. The gospel message you bring is more important than your
humble feet. But God still needs your feet.
With the words of the old spiritual I pray, Lord – “Guide my
feet while I run this race.” Send me where you need your word
and ways of peace shared. Light up the path and help me walk
ever closer with Jesus in his way of peace. Amen.
Rev. Steve Meysing (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings volunteer Bible Camp teacher
North Platte, Nebraska
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Tuesday, December 3

Blessed Darkness, Auroras and the Advent Dance of Hope
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those
living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
(Isaiah 9:2, NIV)
Visiting and living in the land of the Dene in Northern Canada for
some 27 years, I have come to love the simplicity, the people,
harsh climate and rugged land. The caribou herds are in danger
now and hunting is restricted. The traditional ways of the people
are eroding but rich promise is emerging. This passage was
written for here.
By December, the Great Bear and Great Slave Lakes freeze and
building winter roads brings welcome mobility. I wonder often
why the first week of Advent, when the darkness is deepest, we
feel warmth most, delicious almost, despite frigid temperatures of
-35°C and the darkness that surrounds everything. Creatures in
furs dash about, busy like the people, anticipating some dawn or
great light soon.
The spectacular aurora borealis are best during the Advent season
when daylight is the most faint and weak. The land of vast, deep,
dark skies is lit up with light from the auroras and hope is visible
and real, unlike in summer when the sun is bright and potent.
When the first Advent candle is lit at St. Patrick’s Co-Cathedral,
Yellowknife, great light greets us, a painting of light and creation,
a wild exciting dance of hope for the birth of something
extraordinary. Everyone knows - a light is dawning!
Father, the heavenly light in our skies brings me great delight.
While darkness is everywhere, I am rejoicing in the land of the
living with great expectation. Making preparations, with the
dancing light and creatures, for the coming of the Christ child,
the light of the world. Amen.
Marcelle Marion (Roman Catholic)
Elder
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
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Wednesday, December 4

Community
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from
the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of
David.
(Luke 2:3-4, NRSV)
The far north is breathtaking, its ruggedness and isolation part of the
beauty. For thousands of years, strong, resilient people hunted,
fished, foraged to eat and made homes out of hides and ice to escape
the bitter cold. In a land so unforgiving, one could rarely survive in
isolation. Extended family communities provided skills and abilities
that were essential. Sharing was part of life and survival. When
spending time with First Nations people, I am struck and humbled by
their generosity and sense of community instilled through
generations.

In the first chapters of Luke and Matthew, community is particularly
evident. Mary traveled to visit her cousin Elizabeth after the visit
from angel Gabriel. Elizabeth (and even in-utero John!) welcomed
her and the Savior. Zechariah and Elizabeth’s neighbors and relatives
rejoiced to welcome John at his birth. After Joseph traveled to
Bethlehem with Mary, the Savior of the world was born. The
community begins expanding! Shepherds come to see the Christ
child. Magi travel to Bethlehem, determined to worship the Messiah.
And now, this community of Christ followers includes people from
Africa, Asia, North America and the farthest reaches. How are we to
live as part of this diverse and expansive community of faith? How
may our lives worship and honor the gift of salvation, Jesus the
Messiah?
Loving Lord, give us grace to live for others. Keep opening our
eyes to your presence and purpose here in this world and to the
hope you have given us through Your Son, in whose name we
pray. Amen.
Lois Graff (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member
Huntsville, Alabama
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Thursday, December 5

God’s Gracious Giving
He who goes out weeping ...shall come home with shouts of joy,
bringing his sheaves with him.
(Psalm 126:6, ESV)
In Sugluk, Northern Quebec, during the early 1960’s mail
deliveries were few and far between. After the summer shipping
season there was no further contact with the South until the
Christmas Air Drop. One year instead of landing along the valley
close to the community, the mail dropped onto the nearby hillsides.
For several days the men of the community scoured the hills by dog
teams looking for the lost mailbags. You can imagine the joy when
they came down from the hills with the precious bags of presents
and messages from home.
Precious as those gifts may have been, how much more precious is
the message of the Gospel. How truly blessed are those who taught
us the “good news” of God’s love for us in Jesus. Who was it who
first told you the Gospel?
This is the privilege of On Eagle’s Wings as the teams go out to
teach Vacation Bible Schools in small northern communities. We
are so grateful for those who give of themselves, their time and
their talents to be the bearers of “good news” to the children and,
through them, to their parents and neighbours.
As we prepare for Christmas let us pray that God will show us how
we too can be the “feet of those who bring good news”.
Father we thank you for those, perhaps now forgotten, who
brought us the ‘good news’. May we in our turn bring that
same eternal ‘good news’ to others. Amen.
Bishop Chris Williams (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Hospitality Volunteer
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
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Friday, December 6

Praise the Lord
Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise him in the
heights above. Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his heavenly
hosts.
(Psalm 148:1-2, NIV)
!H xbi6 i6g6bso! xbi6 i6g6bso eM1usi5,
i6g6bso d5y1i31}u5gi5! @H xw8qodtq5b, i6g6o5J4
NJ6tQ/o]mq5b, i6g6o5J4
w8qDt5 !$*: !-@
My name is Matilda Nakoolak originally from Coral Harbour. I am
the translator here at the Diocese of the Arctic for 3½ years now.
One time, in Taloyoak, Nunavut (where my father Lucassie Nakoolak
was clergy) I really wanted to follow along with the Inuktitut church
service in the Book of Common Prayer. At the time my reading in
Inuktitut was pretty slow. Anyway, I don’t clearly remember what
prayer we were praying, but I was following along just fine until we
hit the 3rd line of the prayer. Kind of disappointed in myself, I
decided to just close my eyes and follow the words within my heart.
While they were still praying, I was sitting near the wall on the left
side of the church, and the next thing you know, I started hearing
different voices. They started on my left side, going down the same
side on the left, going to the front and back down, like waves, and as
they were going, they were getting louder and louder, more voices
joining. But the loudness you cannot compare to this world, it was
unexplainable; humble voices who joined the prayer. I have no idea
who, or what they were at the time, but I’d like to think that they
were angels. They were such beautiful, powerful voices to hear.
Father, we raise our voices to you in praise, the one who was, and
is, and is to come. Thank you for the angels and many witnesses
around us continually praising your name. Amen.
Matilda Nakoolak (Anglican)
Translator, Diocese of the Arctic
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
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Saturday, December 7
Chosen
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb,
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. In a loud voice she
exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child
you will bear! But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord
should come to me? As soon as the sound of your greeting reached
my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has
believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”
(Luke 1:41-45, NIV)
This passage is one that I love! These two women were both blessed
by the Holy Spirit and both carry babies who will grow up to be men
who change the world. While that is quite an arduous burden to bear,
both women were faithful and believed the promises of what is to
come. They were chosen…chosen to bear these children. Chosen to
carry out God’s plan. Chosen to be faithful to their God.
While not everyone is chosen to be the mother of the Savior of the
world, each of us is chosen to do something for God’s kingdom. As
we reflect during this Advent season, let’s think about what it is
we’ve been chosen to do. What are you passionate about? What
nudges do you feel? No matter how small we may think it is, it is
huge to the people it touches.
Lord, Jesus, thank you for choosing us to help advance your
kingdom. Help us to remember that nothing that we are called to
do is small in any way. In your Holy and precious name, we pray.
Amen.
Jen Canipe (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member
Harrisburg, North Carolina
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Second Sunday of Advent, December 8
Waiting in Anticipation
You too, be patient, and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is
near.
(James 5:8, NIV)
...while we wait for the blessed hope…the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Saviour, Christ Jesus.
(Titus 2:13, NIV)
I am blessed to work in the Post Office in the friendly community of
Aklavik, Northwest Territories. We only have two stores, so we
depend on getting important items in the mail; people wait with
anticipation for parcels they have ordered. Sometimes it is hard to be
patient especially when the parcel is a gift for a loved one - or
perhaps party supplies for their child who is celebrating a birthday.
Waiting is not always easy, but when the parcel arrives, there is joy,
and it was worth the wait. Often, I am thanked profusely because I
am the one handing them the parcel.
In our small community we appreciate all those who have traveled to
give us the good news of Jesus; and we wait expectantly for the
glorious day when Jesus shall return in the clouds. Like a parcel
coming in, we do not know what day Jesus will come, but we do
know there are signs, and it can be hard at times to wait for His
return. The question is, are we ready? Have we made room in our
hearts for the precious gift God has sent us? Is there room in your
heart for Jesus? Now is the time to give Him a place in your heart, so
you will be ready for His coming.
Dear Father God, we thank You for those who brought us the
good news of Jesus’ unconditional love for us. Help us to show
His love to others and help us to wait patiently for His return. In
Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
Cindy Knoller (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Local Coordinator
Aklavik, Northwest Territories
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VOLUNTEER in the North
It is time to plan!
Volunteering for northern Bible Camps with On Eagle’s Wings provides a
unique opportunity to share God’s love and build relationships with our
northern brothers and sisters. People volunteer for many reasons. Some
feel a deep sense of God’s call to serve; others are drawn by the stark
beauty of the landscape, or want to learn more about the people and their
culture. Still others simply love children and want to teach them. No matter
what the reason, be sure that God is already at work both in you and the
people you will visit.
For many, being with children in a northern Bible Camp is the definitive
volunteer experience in the North. Bible Camps are held year-round based
on the needs of communities. For more information or to request an
application form, call 1-866-441-6594 or send an email to
oneagleswings.north@gmail.com. We accept applications from individuals
and teams.
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Monday, December 9

All is Calm
I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the
living. Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage;
wait for the Lord!
(Psalm 27:13-14, NRSV)
The pace of life is slower up North. I know that and I've experienced
it before. But this time there were more times of waiting than ever
before.
When the flight out of Inuvik was delayed for a day, my team partner
and I were welcomed into the home of the Johnsons from the
Anglican Church. With this unexpected stay came the opportunity to
hear impactful stories of their time ministering in Nunavut and India.
While passing time at a baseball game in Inuvik, I found money
behind the bleachers. It was received back with much gratitude and
the conversation that followed was very encouraging to me.
These are just two examples of the many experiences of waiting that
taught me the joy of slowing down, observing and connecting. In
those times, opportunities can be found to extend grace to others and
for God to bless us too.
Upon landing in Yellowknife, an eager passenger got up and rushed
to put on her backpack as soon as the seat-belt sign was off. The man
behind her pondered out loud, “What's your hurry? The door of the
plane isn't even open yet”. As I find myself back in the hustle and
bustle of the culture around me, the wisdom behind that statement
really sticks with me.
Jesus, slow my pace and steady my path. Remind me of both of
your visits, the first in Bethlehem and the second yet to come.
Give us strength and hope and courage as we wait for you. Amen.
Christina Trummer (Associated Gospel Church)
On Eagle's Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
Calgary, Alberta
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Tuesday, December 10

Telling the Story
Timothy, you have often heard me teach. Now I want you to tell
these same things to followers who can be trusted to tell others.
(2 Timothy 2:2, CEV, adapted)
Recently I cleaned my office space with some help from a friend.
As she arranged the shelves that held items collected over the year,
she said, “All our things have a story.” Several items remind me of
my time in the North: a name tag in the shape of a star, a bag
decorated at Bible camp, a cross made from colorful beads. These
helped to tell the story of Jesus in the North and here in
Pennsylvania.
Paul passed on what he knew about Jesus to Timothy. Timothy was
to tell the stories to others. This telling and retelling of the story
continues to this day.
The crafts we make at Bible Camp tell us a story. When we see
them, we remember the story of Jesus that went with them. We
remember the people who shared that story. We can tell that story
to others.
During Advent, look at the items you may bring out to prepare for
Christmas. Remember and share stories about them. Remember the
story of the coming of Jesus as a baby (Luke 2: 1-20). Like Paul
and Timothy, you have a story to tell too!
Dear God, thank you for the Bible and the story of Jesus. Show
us ways to share the good news of Jesus with others. Amen.
Jan Davis (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Curriculum Writer
Hanover, Pennsylvania

14

Wednesday, December 11

How?
The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God”… Mary said to the angel, “How can this be...?”
(Luke 1:30, 34a, NASB)
I was blessed to spend time working as a Fishing Guide. One of my
favorite parts of the job was “running rivers”. Big rocks, bigger
swells, sharp turns in narrow channels at full throttle: shooting rapids
was always a thrill!
The sportsmen who came in my boat didn’t always feel the same!
Approaching rapids there were comments like, “How are we going to
get through there?” – Thankfully we always did!
Their reactions, like Mary’s, were understandable. She reacted with
similar questioning when faced with the unexpected news of what she
would go through. Shock, uncertainty, anxiety at what this could do
to her life.
We, too, may be confronted at times with situations that frighten or
create struggle for us – health difficulties, grief and so much more.
We may ask, “How am I going to be able to handle this? How am I
going to get through this?” Mary’s answer is also our answer: You
can face this, can come through this, because God is involved. God is
involved in the world and, with God, nothing is impossible. This is
the message we celebrate at Christmas. It is our hope and strength
because of Good Friday and Easter. God is involved in your life and
in this world – may our Lord be our answer when the questions of life
threaten to overwhelm.
Prince of Peace, you know our frailties and our fears. You know
all that confronts us and confounds us. Remind us of your
presence and uphold us in all circumstances. Amen.
Pastor Mark Hedlin (Lutheran)
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
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Thursday, December 12

Training in our Walk of Faith
Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around
like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him… .
And the God of all grace, … will himself restore you and make you
strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever.
Amen.
(1 Peter 5:8-10, NIV)
Advent means a period of “coming” and “anticipation”. As we go
through trials, we need the discipline, patience and courage of faith
before realizing the victory of faith. We need to stand steady and
allow God’s power to work in us.
The Apostle Paul developed discipline in his faith through trials.
He was schooled as a Pharisee, was a tent maker by trade, but most
noted for his hatred of Christians. He believed the teachings of
Jesus violated Mosaic Law and sought to eliminate those he
genuinely considered as breaking Jewish law. He zealously
harassed and jailed anyone who followed those teachings. When
called by Christ, he was blinded and led into Damascus, received
his sight back and was baptized. He gave up his former lifestyle to
follow Jesus. This sudden change confused those around him.
Suddenly he was transformed from despising the followers of Jesus
into fervently advocating the Gospel of that same Jesus. No one
could have anticipated this; it is one of God’s great miracles.

As believers, we have an expectation and anticipation which grows
when we focus on Jesus’ coming. Advent is a time of preparation
and repentance to keep on believing God’s Word and never move
away from it. Only then will we be fitted for the positions God has
called us to.
Father in heaven, as we await the coming of your Son, give us
the strength and comfort to continue in our walk of faith, to
have the patience, that, after we have done the will of God, we
might receive the promise. Amen.
Trudy Sailors (Anglican)
Elder and On Eagle’s Wings Local Coordinator
Moose Factory, Ontario
16

Does your church need a VBS curriculum?
Are you looking for a Sunday School curriculum?

Did You Know that On Eagle’s Wings’ GIGGLE Series Bible Camp and
Sunday School Curricula are available for your church to use ?
Each curriculum is fun for all children ages 5-11 and
is filled with Bible stories, crafts, games, drama, and
music.
Bible Camp curricula include lesson plans and
resources for a 5 day camp, 3 hours a day.
Sunday School curricula are available in 4-6 week
modules. Each day’s plan is based on a 45 minute
lesson.
All curricula:
 Are Bible based—suitable for all denominations
 Are a high quality, low cost alternative to
expensive commercial curricula for even the
smallest congregations—there are no fees; we
request a donation that is affordable for your
budget
 Are sent electronically in PDF format
 Use supplies that are easily available
 Include activities suitable for different age
groups
 Include teacher support.
Call or email us for more information:
1-866-441-6594 oneagleswings.north@gmail.com
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Ministry Areas

•

Northwest Territories

•

Nunavut / Nunavik

•

Northern Alberta / Saskatchewan

•

Northern Ontario / Quebec
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Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one
body, so it is with Christ. (1 Cor. 12:12)

Office Support

Cliff Horton
Katzman Centre
Office Volunteer

Sheila Nielsen
Katzman Centre
Office Volunteer

Barbara Kriebel
US Mailing
Coordinator

Maintenance & IT

Charlie Hand

David and Susan Weber
US Office Volunteers

Flight Operations

Rev. David Melax

Dave From

Ministry & Publications Support

Fiona Brownlee
Writer/Editor

Jan Davis
Bible Camp
Curriculum Writer

Sharon Pasula
Elizabeth Rushton
Youth Bible Study Proofreader
Curriculum Writer

Hazel Wolfert
Editor

Yellowknife Hospitality Volunteers

Rev. Kirk Tastad

Bp. Chris Williams

Not shown: Brenda Anderson, Garth Eggenberger
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Telling the Story: A Living Legacy
I love to tell the story of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and His story, of Jesus and His love;
I love to tell the story, because I know ‘tis true,
It satisfies my longings, as nothing else would do.
This beloved hymn expresses how On Eagle’s Wings
shares and embodies the story of Jesus and His love as
we walk with Northern people. The ways in which we
tell the story have grown as more local Northern helpers
than ever have become involved in leading Bible
Camps in their own communities, and as we reach more communities in winter.
But there are still those in the North who have not yet heard about the gospel of
Christ; there are those who long to learn more about it; and there are those who
long to be able to teach it to their children. It is important that the work will continue
to create opportunities for many communities to hear about Jesus and His love,
now and into the future.
You can help ensure that the story can be brought to future generations across the
North by making a planned gift to On Eagle’s Wings.
Planned or “legacy” gifts are donations given to a charity, such as On Eagle’s
Wings, often through a will. Usually the charity will receive the gift in the future.
Some donors see a planned gift as a way of recognizing and supporting the
charities that were important to them during their lifetime: one final, memorable gift.
Others appreciate that charitable gifts are a way of reducing the tax burden on the
estate when the estate is transferred to surviving loved ones.
Planned gifts can take several forms, for example: a bequest in your will, a life
insurance policy, retirement assets such as Registered Retirement Savings
Plans (RRSP) or Registered Retirement Income Funds (RRIF) in Canada, or a
401K retirement fund in the US, Charitable Gift Annuities, and Gifts of securities.
Please consider a planned gift that will enable On Eagle’s Wings to continue telling
and being the story, now and in the future. Your family, financial advisor, and
lawyer can help ensure that your wishes will be carried out efficiently.

20

I love to tell the story,
‘Twill be my theme in glory,
To tell the old, old story
Of Jesus and His love.

Friday, December 13
It Seems Like Things Are Okay, Until They Aren’t
The Son of Man came to look for and save people who are lost.
(Luke 19:10, CEV)
Volunteers were ready to teach with cotton ball, google eyed sheep.
Youth were ready to find empty pop cans to create shepherds. One
bright small child ran to the store for a can of pop, drank the
contents and brought it to Bible Camp. An older girl found a barely
recognizable flat can from the street. At the camp she noticed the
perfect can. She forcefully swapped her can with the new one.
Tears followed. A teacher asked the older child to return the can.
Surprised, the others waited to see how much a known bully could
handle. The leader stood firm. Finally, she left while stomping her
feet. She did not return that day. It seems like things are okay, until
they aren’t.

The next day the bully ran to the teachers as they headed to the
church. “That kid (the younger child) has destroyed the church!”
The teachers discovered water all over, two nerf puppets shredded
and costumes destroyed. Respectfully, the community elders were
gathered. Events of the days were described. All understood what
happened and who really created the mess. “Will you leave?” The
team had never even thought of it. Instead they cleaning and shared
the story of the lost sheep. The bully was invited to become a sheep
in the fold. Surprised, she, and others, happily embraced the idea.
A game of hiding 100 sheep began. The game could not end unless
all were found. All were found.
It is Advent. Jesus still comes for sheep like us - the hurting, the
bullied and the bullies.
Ever Present God, you walk with us ready to transform a
broken world to a community. You remind us once more why
Jesus came - to save the lost - all of us. Come Lord Jesus. Help
us to be ready. With your help, may we love all the others who
are lost. Let us not end the search until all are found. Amen.
Rev. AnnE Zimmerman (Lutheran)
Lakeland Lutheran Church
Cold Lake, Alberta
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Saturday, December 14

God’s Welcome
“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you,
for the glory of God.”
(Romans 15:7, NRSV)
I am always thankful to be involved picking up and dropping off
volunteers who come through Yellowknife on their way to teach
Bible Camp in one of the communities. Welcome plays a large role
in what On Eagle’s Wings does - from airport rides, to shared
meals, to people who open up space in their communities, homes,
churches and lives. When we invite others into our lives, we open
ourselves up to whatever God is going to teach us about the other,
about ourselves, and this journey we are on as we follow Jesus.
We are not always welcoming of others though. Giving up space in
our lives to strangers or even to God isn’t always our first priority.
As Christmas draws near, we remember how God became like us in
Jesus in order to break into our world and find space in our hearts.
Instead of us welcoming him, Jesus is the one who comes to us in
order that we might find welcome in God’s family – one that
extends beyond denomination, culture, race or language.
As we prepare our hearts to welcome in Jesus, the Lord of life, we
give thanks there is room for us all in God’s welcome. May we be
signs of it in our relationships, our communities, our churches and
our world for the glory of God.
Advent God, find new space in my heart amidst my wants so
that your love may creep in and consume me for the sake of the
world. Amen.
Rev. Kirk Tastad (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Hospitality Volunteer
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
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Third Sunday of Advent, December 15

Prepare
Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

(Luke 3:4, ESV)

I have wonderful memories from staying at a trapper’s cabin west of
Fort Chipewyan in northern Alberta, where we snowshoed on a
beautiful path that wound its way to the top of a granite ledge
overlooking miles of frozen lakes and rivers. Without the aid of
bulldozers, the trail took the easiest path through a land strewn with
obstacles. Though the trail itself was not always easy, I had
confidence that it had been tested and that it would lead us to our
destination. There is a deep pleasure in walking a trail that has been
worn and perfected through years of travel by people who knew
where they were going.
One of the greatest things we can do to prepare the way of the Lord is
to travel the paths of our ancestors in the faith, who themselves were
following the footsteps of Jesus. We can take our part in maintaining
the trail when it gets overgrown, or logs fall across its path. We can
invite others to join us on the journey, so that they too can know the
beauty and joy of following Jesus. Though the way will not always be
easy, we can trust that it leads us to the city of God, where all creation
will be renewed.
Heavenly Father, thank you for the way you have given us in
Jesus Christ. Give us strength for the journey, joy in our travels
and perseverance to the very end. This we pray in the name of
Jesus Christ, our beginning and our end, now and forever. Amen.
Rev. Dane Neufeld (Anglican)
All Saints Anglican Church
Ft McMurray, Alberta
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Monday, December 16

The Certainty of God’s Love
Who can measure the wealth and wisdom and knowledge of God?
Who can understand his decisions or explain what he does? …
Everything comes from the Lord. All things were made because of
him and will return to him. Praise the Lord forever! Amen.
(Romans 11:33, 36, CEV)
It was a busy summer! But the news that my brother’s illness had
become worse made me want to jump on the plane right away to go
and be beside him. But here I was with a baptism, a wedding, a
wake and a funeral to prepare for.
Plans were all in hand, but what was I to do? I wanted to be with my
brother, but there were people here who also needed my love and
attention. We try to take things into our own hands and we think we
know what we are doing and that we can handle it. But when we hit
a snag, we feel helpless and do not know which way to turn. The
Lord knew what we needed all along, and so He worked it out in the
way that He knew was best for me and for the whole family. The
certainty of my brother’s love both for me and for his children
helped me to realize that he wanted me to be here with his children.
During Advent, as we look forward to Jesus’ coming, and as we
prepare for a wonderful celebration of Jesus’ presence, there are
many plans and decisions to be made; some come unexpectedly.
The assurance of my brother’s love in the decisions that I had to
make is just a shadow of the certainty of God’s love for us. Let us
take time to be watchful for His coming among us. Let us search for
His wisdom and knowledge in everything that happens during this
season and in all life. There will be glitches, but God always works
so mysteriously and wonderfully. Let us continue to trust Him!
Heavenly Father, we thank you for giving us knowledge of your
love and care in our daily lives. Help us to search for your
wisdom in all that we do. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
Rev. Marjorie Glanfield (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Local Coordinator
Fort Chipewyan, Alberta
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Tuesday, December 17

The Gift
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening
their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.
(Matthew 2:10-11, NRSV)
Have you ever received a gift you weren’t expecting? Let me share
one of mine. I work with an incredible group of people in the
Diocese of Edmonton who want the Anglican church to move
forward with reconciliation with First Nations.
One Christmas I shared gifts with the members of the Reconciliation
Team of Immanuel Anglican Church, Wetaskiwin. We are sisters in
Christ and we have become good friends. I was opening my gift and I
started to cry, for I was pulling out a ribbon skirt. My friend Gloria
said, “This is for the work that you do for all of us, wear it with love
and know that I prayed for you as I made it”.
I had no reason to expect such a gift. The church had not been good
to Gloria’s family. Her mother was a Residential School survivor, but
this woman of faith knows in her heart that we can all find a new
way together. A gift for me and for the whole church. A gift that
honours her people and honours me.
When I wear my ribbon skirt now, I carry my friend’s love and
prayers with me into the work that I do. May we all be so gifted.
Holy One, thank you for the gift of your Son Jesus who invites us
into friendship and love. May we be gifts for the rest of the
world. May we walk in Jesus’ way of reconciliation. Amen.
Fiona Brownlee (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Publications Volunteer
Wetaskiwin, Alberta
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Wednesday, December 18

Stand and Bring Peace
Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on
the breastplate of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the
preparation of the gospel of peace.
(Ephesians 6:14-15, NKJV)
In today’s world we are so in need of Jesus’ peace, whether it is
peace inside us or when we are out in the world. Although there has
never been war in Canada we so need peace. It is the peaceful days
that make us joyful and make us hope that we will continue
experiencing the peace of Christ across our land.
We are told to stand, although in life it is hard to stand at times. But
we can rely on God to help us to stand, and by putting on the
breastplate of righteousness we are able to go and give the gospel of
peace. It makes people who have lost hope so much happier to hear
the gospel of peace, and we are so grateful to the people who have
gone to help out others.
Heavenly Father, we are so grateful to the people who go out
into the world to teach your Word. We ask that you send out
laborers to give the gospel of peace because the harvest is
plentiful. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Susan Salluviniq (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Local Coordinator
Resolute Bay, Nunavut
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Thursday, December 19

How Beautiful
So they (the Shepherds) hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and
the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they
spread the word concerning what had been told them about this
child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said
to them.
(Luke 2:16-18, NIV)
The Arctic can be an unforgiving place to travel, especially in the
winter. Every year we hear of hunters that have lost their way and are
missing. Search and Rescue teams go out while families anxiously
wait to hear from them.
This spring our community experienced this as two hunters had not
been heard from for 4 days. Every day scores of volunteers and the
Search and Rescue Teams went out looking. Finally, after nearly
giving up hope, we got the message that they were found! Word
spread quickly and people scanned the horizon with binoculars
waiting to see them arrive. The community was waiting on the
shoreline as the first Rescue team appeared. There was much
shouting and celebrating.
How much greater was the news of the long awaited birth of the baby
who was to become King. We can only imagine the excitement that
surrounded the shepherds as they spread the news.
Advent is our time to reflect and relive the anticipation and the
wonder as we once again celebrate this good news. Let us be the feet
that bring the good news to our communities.
Heavenly Father, we thank you that you sent your Son, our Lord
Jesus Christ, on a search and rescue mission to this world that
first Christmas. Help us to be bearers of this good news
everywhere we go this season. Amen.
Marg Epp (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Local Coordinator
Cambridge Bay, Nunavut
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Friday, December 20

Hidden
At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, you have hidden these things
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children”.
(Matthew 11:25, NIV)
“You have hidden these things”... are words that captured my
thoughts. How often do we try to figure out a problem, a question, a
situation that we feel is ours to solve? This is either a reaction or a
careful thought process. I remember walking with my four year old
nephew, and as we were strolling along, he asked many questions
which I did my best to answer. At one point I was stumped and
simply said “I don’t know”. He stopped, looked up at me, and said
“I guess we just have to use our imagination”. How precious is that!
Living here in Fort Simpson, I’ve many opportunities to go out on
the land, a land of beauty and peace, or to stand in awe of the
northern lights. Now that it is fall, soon the trees will be bare and
the quietness of rest for winter will come.
It is during these days of quietness, rest and waiting that we seek to
understand how to experience Advent to Christmas. It is through
our imagination and stillness that we reflect on how God speaks to
us, and through belief and faith that we bring the good news to
those who ask, who seek to understand. What are the questions we
still have, and when do we say “I don’t know?”
Heavenly Father, thank you for Your grace and mercy. Restore,
protect and let us stand firm in your word during the days of
Advent, days of waiting and reflecting on the Christmas Season.
Amen.
Martina Norwegian (Roman Catholic)
Former On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member
Ft. Simpson, Northwest Territories
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Saturday, December 21

Seek - Search - Open - Saved
Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He
anointed us, set His seal of ownership on us, and put His spirit in our
hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.
(2 Corinthians 1: 21-22, NIV)
The Canadian north is a vast land where networking was happening
long before computers and phones connected us. In my early days of
living in the high Arctic, it was called “The Northern Messenger” on
CBC Northern Service radio. Saturday evenings everyone could
listen to messages being sent from one side of the Arctic to the other;
people sending greetings, sharing travel plans, sending family news
or asking someone to get in touch. During the long winter evenings I
felt connected to people I did not even know.
Fast forward a few years, and telephones had arrived. I received a
call from someone in Yellowknife who knew someone who knew
me. He was proposing to have two ladies come to our community to
lead a summer Bible Camp. Would I be able to help with logistics?
Without hesitation I said I would ask the community. Did you ever
have the feeling that God was knocking on your door? I surely did
that day.
This amazing On Eagle’s Wings family has, through the years,
brought together and connected people and children of the north and
south. Through learning, teaching, listening, stories, culture and
songs, through the joy of knowing Christ, sharing His word, and most
of all, through God’s love, He has set His seal of ownership on us.
We are blessed.
Heavenly Father, let the Holy Spirit work in our hearts so that
we can serve only You in whatever is laid before us. In this time
of Advent, in prayer and praise, we await the coming King.
Amen.
Terry Jesudason (Salvation Army)
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
Trail, British Columbia
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What Others are Saying …
In the North
Right on! The parents are really happy to have On Eagle’s Wings Bible
Camp here. Even a month after camp, the kids sing the songs they learned
when they’re out playing. It really lifts their spirits to sing praises together.
We are so grateful.
- Geela, Grise Fiord, Nunavut.
Could we use your Bible Camp materials in our Sunday School?
- Rachel, Inuvik, Northwest Territories
Thank you for coming back. You make a difference in our kids’ lives.
- Community leader, northern Saskatchewan

Children at Bible Camp
You don't have cool stuff, you have fun stuff!
- Bethany, a child at Bible Camp as she discovered that exploring Bible
stories at camp was enjoyable, even without her iPad and video games!
Is there Bible Camp on Saturday?
- A northern child who did not want Bible Camp to end

Volunteers
We were really able to connect with the kids we had and give them some
good quality time, attention and focused teaching.
- Christina, volunteer Bible Camp teacher in Tuktoyaktuk, NT.
The kids had a wonderful time – their smiles, laughter and hugs. …How the
kids opened up and trusted us in the short period of time we were there.
They kept saying “please come back!”
- Sandy, volunteer Bible Camp teacher in Behchoko, NT.
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Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 22

A Great Light
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those
living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned.
(Isaiah 9:2, NIV)
We had traveled long and hard to get to Kugluktuk, Nunavut. We
stepped out of the tiny airport into mud and were swarmed by
mosquitoes. I thought “what have I gotten myself into?” Then this
smiling face with kind voice said “We’ve come to pick you up, let
my son get your luggage”. As we traveled into town we were greeted
to green rolling hills and the Arctic Ocean. Such beauty brought a
lightness into my soul.
We set up our Bible camp, and met many more new friends and
helpers. So many adults stopped in to say hello and help out. We felt
fortunate.
The morning we left for Cambridge Bay we heard a knock at our
door. One of our little friends had stayed up all night so he could see
us off. He joined us for breakfast and promptly fell asleep in a chair.
The light that children bring into our lives is so great.
Our week in Cambridge Bay was just as wonderful and we headed to
Yellowknife tired but happy. That night I woke up at 2am hoping to
catch the meteor shower. Not only did I catch that, but a lime green
Aurora danced across the skies. Our first in 12 years…what a gift of
light and beauty to end our joyful trip.
O Lord, as the light of the star revealed the path to Jesus, may
the light of the good news bring us out of darkness. Amen.
Chris Heimer (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Volunteer Bible Camp Teacher
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
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Monday, December 23

Everyday Magi
They went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose
went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child
was … and they bowed down and worshiped him.
(Matthew 2:9 & 11 NIV, Adapted)
We really only know two things about the Magi or Wise Men
who followed the star to Bethlehem – they came from the East
and they were intent on worshipping the new born king of the
Jews. An article in the National Geographic series “People in the
Bible” (December 2018) suggests that “Later tellings of the story
identify the Magi by name and identified their lands of origin:
Melchior hailed from Persia, Gaspar from India, and Balthazar
from Arabia. The Christianity Today magazine places them more
specifically in Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia or the Yemen. Whatever
their origin, it is their joint intent and actual accomplishments that
have given them lasting renown. (See Matthew 2:11)
Every year, teams from On Eagle’s Wings are drawn to Northern
Communities where they sense something phenomenal is about to
happen. They come from various locations, often without prior
acquaintance, to cross the McKenzie Delta in twin engine planes,
cruise down the gravel roads of the Dempster Highway, bump
along the “roller coaster” road (due to fluctuating permafrost
conditions) and navigate other adventurous paths to experience
the wonder of God’s gracious love with children in Northern
communities.
May we all be empowered to be everyday magi – seeking signs of
God’s awesome presence and activity in our days and pausing to
take in the wonder of it all!
God of all time and history, inspire us to come and go from
the manger this year ready and willing to follow your lead
wherever that may be. Amen.
Mim Campbell (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Publications Volunteer & Bible Camp teacher
Stacy, Minnesota
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Christmas Eve, December 24

The Best News Ever
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good
news.
(Isaiah 52:7, NIV)
Even if I am not there to greet them, I always know when our
beautiful daughters and their husbands are visiting—I step through
the door into a mountain of shoes! Everything from snow boots to
flip flops (sometimes on the same day!). Still, joy at seeing them
soon overcomes my mom-reflex “have they not yet learned to put
their shoes away??” moment.
There is always news to share. One mountain of shoes this summer
propelled us into a sort of months-long Advent filled with waiting
and longing, preparation and anticipation. And no small amount of
excitement. For the visit was to announce to us that our first
grandchild is coming. Our family is growing. There will be a new life
and more love to go around. It was the best news ever!
If I curtail my excitement for a while, I remember that even our
daughter's news pales in comparison with the beauty of those who
bring us the Good News of Jesus’ birth and the enormity of their
message: angels and shepherds, stars and Magi, mentors and friends
who witness to the love of Christ on a daily basis. All announce that
our Saviour has been born. On this night, heaven and earth were
joined together into one great family of God. The Good News is
eternal and for all people of every age and time, yet as personal as the
announcement of the impending birth of our grandchild. The One
who forgives us and draws us into the life He shares with the Father
has been born among us. There is new life for all who come to Him
and the endless love of God to go around. Let’s not curtail our
excitement, for this truly is the best news ever!
Heavenly Father, thank you for those who bring us the Good
News of God in Christ. May their feet and message continue to
bring the beauty of your Kingdom into our lives. Amen.
Rev. Lesley Hand (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Executive Director
Spruce Grove, Alberta
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You Can Help!
Volunteers are the heart and strength of On Eagle’s Wings. When we
work together, we make a difference in the lives of many (including
each other!). Please join together with us. Be part of our family.
PRAY
 give thanks always for God’s continued presence and guidance for
On Eagle’s Wings’ ministry.
 for all volunteers and staff who serve faithfully.
 for safe travel.
 for continued financial support to meet the ongoing needs of
northern ministry.
 for our friends in northern communities.
GIVE
 a special Advent offering to sustain ministry.
 a gift to honour and/or remember a family member or friend with an
offering in the individual’s name.
 in faithful support to On Eagle’s Wings by signing up for monthly
withdrawals from a bank account or credit card.
 airline miles/points for staff and volunteer travel.
 a legacy gift by including On Eagle’s Wings in your will or making us
one of the beneficiaries in a life insurance policy, or retirement
account.

VOLUNTEER
 offer your gifts and expertise to further northern ministry.
 discover new gifts by trying something new.
 there are many different ways to volunteer: mailings, office work,
intercessory prayer, publications, social media, website, Governing
Board, monthly devotions, hospitality, maintenance, curriculum, art,
… to name but a few.
INCLUDE OTHERS
 use On Eagle’s Wings’ Bible Camp and Sunday School curricula for
your church’s children’s ministry.
 invite us to visit and speak at your church or group.
 share these Advent Reflections with family and friends.
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A Symbol of Ministry
The inspiring logo was designed and
painted as a gift to On Eagle’s Wings from
First Nations artist, Archie Beaulieu. It is
Archie’s response to the powerful words
of Isaiah, “Those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength. They will soar
on wings like eagles.” It also reflects the
land, animals and people of the North.
The eagle is highly respected by all cultures and by people
everywhere as a symbol of strength and vision. For many
aboriginal people the eagle is a messenger of the Creator.
Within the eagle Archie has included other animals of his land
and culture. A northern family stands at the foot of the cross,
the symbol of new life for all God’s people.

Meet the On Eagle’s Wings
Governing Board

Marcia Baker

Blue Ridge Summit,
PA

Cliff Horton

Stony Plain, AB

Jen Canipe

Harrisburg, NC

Marilyn Goebel
Spruce Grove, AB

Lois Graff

Huntsville, AL

Rev. Katie Russell Ross Whitelaw
Sioux Center, IA

Follow us on:

Smoky Lake, AB.
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Those who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles.
Isaiah 40:31

MISSION STATEMENT
On Eagle’s Wings is an ecumenical Christian
ministry that proclaims Jesus Christ and serves the
Church and individuals in remote and isolated
areas of northern Canada.

On Eagle’s Wings
Katzman Centre
10072 164 Street NW
Edmonton, AB T5P 4Y3

1000 West Main Street
Lansdale, PA 19446

780-440-6594
Toll Free: 1-866-441-6594
oneagleswings.north@gmail.com
Website: www.oneagleswingsnorth.org
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