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On Eagle’s Wings

On Eagle’s Wings
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him.
Isaiah 11:2, NIV
Can you see, in Mary and Joseph’s expressions, their
joy and wonder as they hold the infant Jesus, in their
arms? They surely must feel God's Spirit surrounding Mike Lee
them. All creation senses the Spirit’s presence too, as Graphic Artist
even musk oxen, bison, and polar bears come to greet Cover Designer
their King. All are drawn in to worship and adore the
Christ child with joy and awe.
Mike has once more blessed us with a profound and beautiful image
which captures both the nuances and the magnitude of God's gift to
our world in Emmanuel, God with us.
Thank you, mahsi cho, Mike for inspiring us again this year.
We are grateful for our writers
Marcia Baker
Fiona Brownlee
Virg Burant-Plosz
Jan Davis, AiM
Marg Epp
Sr. Bernadette Gautreau
Lois Graff
Julien Hammond
Rev. Lesley Hand
Rev. Susan Horton
Terry Jesudason
Bishop David Lehmann

Cath Maginel
Melissa May
Vicki McCombs
Karen McDonald
Kathy-Lynn McKay
Rev. Danielle McKenzie
Rev. Steve Meysing
Martina Norwegian
Sarah Turgeon-O’Brien
Bishop Chris Williams
AnnE Zimmerman

We appreciate you inspiring us with your stories and insights as we
walk through Advent together.
And many thanks to our editors and proof reader:
Fiona Brownlee, Cath Maginel, Elizabeth Rushton
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On Eagle’s Wings
Dear Friends,
Thank you for being part of this wonderful On Eagle’s
Wings family We have again tried to create a balance of long-time,
beloved voices and fresh new ones. Long-time or new, I am proud
of all our writers, for all are ordinary people who live, work, or
volunteer in the North. Not one is a professional writer! However,
all are ‘tuned into’ God's voice and presence, so the stories and
reflections shared here are the result of God's Spirit resting on us
and speaking through us as brothers and sisters in Christ. Our
stories are of where and how we see his Spirit at work in the North.
The amazing thing about our ordinariness is that it is part of
God’s plan of salvation. He uses shepherds, inn-keepers,
carpenters, housewives, and fishermen to announce his coming and
build his Kingdom. And when we make ourselves available to
God, in his presence, the ordinary becomes extraordinary!
Our reflections convey familiar Advent themes of waiting and
anticipation, darkness and light, longing and fulfillment, stillness
and action, struggle and joy. They also offer glimpses of where and
how we have encountered God's Spirit and presence—sometimes
in extraordinary and unexpected ways—which have prompted
personal growth and hope. They speak of gifts given and received.
Many thanks to our writers for the gift of their stories. And
our deepest thanks to each of you for being a part this incredible
ministry God has entrusted to us.
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing this Advent and Christmas season.

Rev. Lesley Hand, Executive Director
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First Sunday of Advent, December 2
God’s Gift
Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.

Mark1:3, NIV

This summer, I belonged to a team of four Bible Camp teachers that went
to Behchoko, a Dene (Tlicho) community in the Northwest Territories.
Since Behchoko is the largest Bible Camp run by On Eagle’s Wings, we
were expecting to have 60-80 kids attend daily. I felt anxious about this
and did a lot of praying about it, asking God to help our team manage the
large numbers of children that were likely to attend camp.
The adults and the children of Behchoko warmly welcomed our team. To
our surprise, there were fewer kids at Bible Camp than usual. Even more
surprising was that we had teenage helpers provided to us. One reason for
these changes was that a young man from the community had been killed
in a kayaking accident at the beginning of the week. We teachers listened
to and comforted the kids as they shared the news with us. They shared
not only their feelings of loss and sadness but also their feelings of
gratefulness because this young man was now reunited with his mother in
heaven.
My anxiety had been for nothing. Why had I not drawn on God’s promise
that he would provide for me if I trusted in Him? Instead of praying about
logistics and details that God had already looked after, I should have
focused on praying to prepare my heart and my mind to share God’s love
with these kids, whatever the situation.
Advent is a time for us to prepare our hearts and minds for Jesus’ birth
into the world. During these four weeks, it is easy to become distracted
and consumed with the busyness of the Christmas season. Instead, we
should focus on preparing for Jesus, who not only humbled himself to
come into the world as a baby but who will also come again in glory!
Father God, your purpose for the world is fulfilled through your son,
Jesus Christ. During Advent, help us to keep focused on preparing
our hearts and our minds for Him, the greatest gift ever given. Amen.
Kathy-Lynn McKay (Roman Catholic)
Bible Camp Coordinator, On Eagle’s Wings
Edmonton, Alberta
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Monday, December 3
Alone
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
John 1:5, NRSV
I was alone, or so I thought. The temperature was right around -20 and
leaving the bush plane on the open gravel airstrip for too long was not a
good idea. The pastor pilot opened the plane door, helped me bring my
bags to where a truck was waiting, and took off back to Yellowknife. I
was welcomed, given keys to the nun’s trailer, and began preparations for
an impromptu week-long after school Bible Camp. Remembering words
from my nun friend, “I am sorry that I will not be there, but you will be
safe in the community”, I prepared tea and cookies for the mothers who
said they could come to meet and plan the lessons.
So many of the central figures leading up to Jesus’ birth had solitary lives,
or at least had no one who could fully understand their situation. John the
Baptist, the virgin Mary, dutiful Joseph, elderly Elizabeth, mute
Zechariah. But they were never alone. God was their strength, their
sustenance, even their song, and God gave them the joy of knowing the
Christ Child.
In the case of my solitary journey, there was nothing to fear of course. In
the community of Tlicho, mothers, fathers, and elders were welcoming
and kind. The children were excited to learn. And my being alone
strengthened our partnership, centered on God’s Word. God would not
allow loneliness to be the final word. The Light, our Savior, was sent into
the world. Glory to God in the Highest!
Loving God, thank you for your constant presence and for your gift
of grace, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen
Lois Graff (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member
Huntsville, Alabama
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Tuesday, December 4
Shared Expectations
You, my son, will be called a prophet of God in heaven above. You will
go ahead of the Lord to get everything ready for him. Luke 1:76, CEV
Waiting can be hard - whether you’re a child waiting for Christmas, a
mother anticipating the arrival of her firstborn, or a teacher anxious for
Bible Camp to begin. I often wonder how Elizabeth and Mary felt as
they awaited the births of their God-given children – knowing that these
were no ordinary babies, but holy gifts from God. The births of John
and Jesus signalled new life through God’s love, and Elizabeth and
Mary delivered those divine gifts for all humanity.
As a first-time Bible Camp team heading to Fort Liard, waiting was
difficult as we didn’t know what to expect. We knew little about the
community and people, but we were anxious to get started. Our first
connections were with Father Joe, the Roman Catholic priest who serves
Fort Liard, and several community members and Elders. We felt an
instant attachment to these people who clearly love God and their
community. We greatly enjoyed the wonderful kids who came to camp
and developed a strong bond with them and Fort Liard. It was an
unforgettable experience – just like a mother never forgets the birth of
her child. We are looking expectantly toward our next trip there, and
pray daily for “our kids”.
As Christians we experience this same feeling of anticipation each
Advent. And just like Elizabeth and Mary, we need to prepare ourselves
for what’s to come.
Father, we thank you for the gift of your Son Jesus Christ. As we
wait expectantly to celebrate His birth at Christmas, please help us
to wait patiently and to watch for opportunities to share this
incredible gift with others. Amen
Karen MacDonald (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Volunteer Bible Camp Teacher
Fort Liard, Northwest Territories
Edmonton, Alberta
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Wednesday, December 5
Lessons
The wolf shall live with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the
kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall
lead them.
Isaiah 11:6, NRSV
Jack bangs open the door of the small church and it hits the back wall.
Everyone hears him running, then the interruption plops down beside the
teacher. Dirty face showing a huge smile.
Irritated. Very busy. Concerned all will go well. Cranky. Tired. I express
not so big of a smile, a grimace really.
The Bible Camp participants are gathered to 'show off' to the community.
Bible verses, songs and story lessons are shared. I am trying to give my
attention to the actors. Yet, Jack is wiggling beside me. Jabbing my side
with his elbow, not very gently, I am forced to turn to this disruption.
Jack pulls at his jean pocket to retrieve 'something' of importance. Finally
success. Jack points to his treasure, a rock, with a felt penned cross
emblazoned on it. Jack is including me in a special moment. He is letting
me know, "I get it! Jesus is with me".
Dear Jack, I think of you now - twenty years later. You might be a working
young man. Maybe you are even a dad. Perhaps your rock is still hidden
in a pocket or the memory of it is still with you. Consider Jesus - the One
who encouraged the smile you gave me. Do you recall this Isaiah passage?
It describes what God has in store for a world that has so much fear and
death. God is giving Jesus 'the little child' in the midst of it all.
I am sorry Jack for not seeing your interruption as a gift. I pray you trust
what you knew then - Jesus walks with you and me. In the midst of
experiences and folks who perhaps have felt like leopards, calves, lions,
maybe even the bears of life - Jesus is with us. Your smile said this is true
to me. Celebrate this again: dear teacher of mine.
Gracious God, thank you for little boys and understanding often they
have big lessons to give. Thank you for Jack - for his enthusiasm and
smile. Help all of us to be like him, confident of your love which is the
most precious gift - Jesus. Be with Jack, wherever he is. Help us all in
our busy lives to stop and say, "Come, Lord Jesus." AMEN
AnnE Zimmerman (Lutheran)
Lakeland Lutheran Church
Cold Lake, Alberta
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Thursday, December 6
God’s Spirit at Work in St. Nicholas and Us
And Jesus took the children up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and
blessed them.
Mark 10:16, NRSV
My Dad is German. He left Germany in the mid-1960s and moved us
north a decade later. Growing up in Fort Smith, NT meant that we were
surrounded by a very small German community. In Advent, Dad would
talk about the differences between Canadian and German Christmas
customs. For him, St. Nicholas Day was the great children’s celebration
and not Christmas Day. Our home was a blend of cultures and customs.
While my family did not observe St. Nicholas Day, I remained intrigued
with it.
As a parish priest, I wanted to celebrate St. Nicholas. There is such
busyness in December and the transformative message of Christmas can
be lost. Having a celebration earlier on December 6th, there was time to
reflect and act on the inspired life of St. Nicholas. Jesus lived a generous
life. St. Nicholas followed his example.
St. Nicholas was a bishop in a small diocese in what is now Turkey.
There are many stories of his acts of kindness towards children, sailors,
and the poor. At a time of the year when my focus is on my family, the
stories of Jesus and St. Nicholas remind me to remember all God’s
children. My prayer each year is that I may be inspired as St. Nicholas
was.

Eternal God, in your great love you gave to your servant Nicholas a
perpetual name for deeds of kindness on land and sea. Grant that
your Church may never cease to work for the happiness of children,
the safety of sailors, the relief of the poor and the help of those who
are tossed by tempests of doubt or grief; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen. (For A ll the Saints, page 367)
Bishop David Lehmann (Anglican)
Former On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member
Terrace, British Columbia
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Friday, December 7
A Light in the Darkness
The true light that shines on everyone was coming into the world.
John 1: 9, CEV
One thing that some people from the South struggle with when they come
North is the light. In the summer months, it is light almost 24 hours a day
in some of the communities where Bible camps are held. Some bring sleep
masks to block out some of the light so they can sleep at night.
It is difficult for us in the South to imagine what it is like in the winter
months, when the sun may barely rise above the horizon, if at all.
However, our brothers and sisters in the north know this time of darkness
well.
It is in this dark time of the year that Christians celebrate another light—the
light of Christ. The promise of Christ’s light is for everyone. The love of
Jesus is shining, even if the sun is not.
This light is seen, not with our eyes, but with our hearts. We see Jesus’
light in his word to us in the Bible. We see it in our friends and neighbors
when we share his love. May this light shine through us in this Advent and
Christmas season!
Jesus, light of the world, shine in our hearts once again. Let your love
shine through our words and actions. Amen.
Jan Davis, AIM (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Curriculum Writer
Hanover, Pennsylvania
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For Personal Reflection
Waiting, stillness, anticipation and joy
are just a few of the enduring themes for
Christians during Advent.
As you read these stories, which
resonate with you most deeply?
What do you sense God saying to you?
How might you make space for the
presence of Emmanuel, God with us?
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Saturday, December 8
God’s Time – Not Our Time!
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him.

Isaiah 11:2, NRSV

The prophet Isaiah delivered this message of hope to people anticipating the
coming of the Messiah. As we enter into the season of Advent, we too wait
with hope and expectation to celebrate the birth of a babe who brought
salvation to all.
When I think of the spirit of the Lord resting on me, I think of calmness and
peace, but as we enter into the season of Advent and Christmas we often do
so without calmness or peace. We get caught up in the hustle and bustle of
the season and lose sight of its true meaning.
A lasting lesson I learned from people of the North is a different
understanding of time from which everyone could benefit. There is far less
emphasis on a clock and greater emphasis on letting things happen when
they need to happen – in God’s time. I recall the joy of attending a wedding
but not understanding why no one could say what time it would start, and
discovering it started when it needed to - after everyone had arrived and
things were ready to go. When we are so busy thinking we can somehow
control time, we miss the opportunity to feel God’s presence and to let the
spirit of the Lord settle upon us.
Heavenly Father, help us to be less anxious as we look to Advent and
Christmas. Let us feel your spirit settle on each of us. Give us wisdom
and understanding to celebrate the birth of your Son and know your
presence with us. Amen.
Marcia Baker (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member
Blue Ridge Summit, Pennsylvania
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VOLUNTEER in the North
It is time to plan!
Volunteering for northern Bible Camps with On Eagle’s Wings provides a
unique opportunity to share God’s love and build relationships with our
northern brothers and sisters. People volunteer for many reasons. Some
feel a deep sense of God’s call to serve; others are drawn by the stark
beauty of the landscape, or want to learn more about the people and their
culture. Still others simply love children and want to teach them. No matter
what the reason, be sure that God is already at work both in you and the
people you will visit.
For many, being with children in a northern Bible Camp is the definitive
volunteer experience in the North. Bible Camps are held year-round based
on the needs of communities. For more information or to request an
application form, call 1-866-441-6594 or send an email to
oneagleswings.camps@gmail.com. We welcome your interest.
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Second Sunday of Advent, December 9
Confirmed in the Spirit
Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.

Luke 4:21, NIV

One of the sacramental moments that I remember most fondly in my life
was receiving Confirmation as a young teen. The event took place in my
home parish surrounded by my family and godparents, my teachers and
classmates, our local bishop and priest, and the entire parish community. I
was all of 12 or 13 years old. We were decked out in our “Sunday finest.” I
remember feeling nervous, but I also remember the ritual: reciting the
creed, processing to the front of the church, my godfather’s hand on my
shoulder, the bishop’s hands on my head, the anointing with oil, returning
to my seat, a big smile from my parents and, of course, photos and cake
afterward.
What I missed at the time, but what I’ve returned to many times in my adult
life, are the words of the prayer prayed over those to be confirmed in the
Spirit. We pray that through Christ, our young people might receive “the
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of right judgment and
courage, the spirit of knowledge and reverence, the spirit of wonder and
awe in God’s presence.” In other words, through Confirmation we are all
invited to actually participate in the mission of the Messiah, Jesus Christ,
who comes to bring salvation to all the world.
Loving God, Send your Holy Spirit upon us all this day: unite us more
firmly to Christ, and give us the spiritual gifts that we need to hear and
to bear your gospel in our world today. We pray in Jesus’ name.
Amen.
Julien Hammond (Roman Catholic)
Ecumenical officer – Catholic Archdiocese of Edmonton
Edmonton, Alberta
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Monday, December 10
Be Somebody’s Gabriel
The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I
have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news.
Luke 1:19, NRSV
Verna phoned asking what I would do with time off between calls.
Before completing my answer, she said, “Come with me to Yellowknife
and see this new thing God is doing. We’re calling it On Eagle’s Wings.
I’ll buy your plane ticket.” So, it was off to Yellowknife and Wha’Ti in
the Spring of 1999, and many other northern communities for the next
decade.
Phil came to me at three successive On Eagle’s Wings board meetings:
“Their pastor is retiring soon.” Then, “Their pastor has retired.” Then,
“Just do an initial interview; you’d be a good match for this
congregation.” Phil’s persistence created a new day and call for me; and
the people of Holy Family Lutheran Church in Yellowknife, Northwest
Territories, changed my life.
Gabriel, who famously visited Mary announcing her conception of Jesus,
also visited Zechariah, announcing the conception of John who prepared
the way and the people for Jesus. Gabriel spent time in God’s presence,
listening, and was sent to speak and proclaim a new day. Verna and Phil,
listened to God, and also received a word to speak. Both spoke, and
changed my life.

Practice stillness in God’s presence this Advent. Listen for God’s
message. Courageously share that Good News and know that through
your words to others and your offering to On Eagle’s Wings, lives will be
changed!
God of grace, you call us to be still and know that you are God. Calm
our minds and quieten our hearts that we may hear your voice above
the world's noise. Then give us courage to announce your Gospel of
peace with those around us. Amen.
Rev. Steve Meysing (Lutheran)
Former On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member
North Platte, Nebraska
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Tuesday, December 11
Trusting in His Guidance
Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my
hope is in You all day long.
Psalm 25:5, NIV
After years of trying to mould my schedule around a trip with On Eagles
Wing’s, I was finally able to go! When the invitation came and my diary
was clear, I was delighted. I had been hoping and waiting for this chance
for so long and now it was finally here! Weeks before we left for Fort
Chipewyan, Lesley and I started to prepare. There was a flurry of planning
and great excitement about what was to come!
I imagine that some of the children in Fort Chipewyan were waiting for
Bible Camp to come again and were looking forward to it. Others may not
have been aware that they would be attending, but God was at work in their
lives, preparing them to get to know Him better.
In Advent, we prepare to meet again our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.
We long to be in His presence, to renew our commitment to Him, and to
find comfort in His loving embrace. This is a time of waiting expectantly
on the Lord, preparing our hearts and minds to accept all He has for us, and
learning to trust Him above all else.
There were many times during our week in Fort Chipewyan that we needed
to trust in the Lord. In all our planning and preparation, we were mindful
that we could not reach the children in our own strength but that we needed
God’s guidance. After all, it was His love that they needed and His love
that they found.
During this Advent season, may we be reminded of our dependence on our
Lord alone. May we seek His voice and guidance in all things and accept
the wisdom of His timing.
Heavenly Father, thank you for your love, truth and teaching. In this
season of waiting and preparation to welcome you into our hearts once
again, help us to seek your face. Provide us with opportunities to dwell
in your presence so that we may hear your voice and be guided to the
path you have set before us. In all things, may we look to you and walk
in your way, in the strength of Your Spirit. Amen.
Rev. Deacon Danielle McKenzie (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
Fort Chipewyan, Alberta
Brownvale, Alberta

15

Wednesday, December 12
The Spirit Rests Upon Us
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him.

Isaiah 11:2, NRSV

The people of Israel knew that God was gracious and merciful, slow to
anger and abounding in steadfast love. They sang it often enough in their
psalms. But then there was the awe-inspiring side of God who said to the
people of the Exodus, “You saw what I did to the Egyptians!” In the
waiting times that followed their arrival in the Promised Land, their
prophets emphasized that God had standards and expectations they were
not meeting.
Many times our world offers a similar message, so that Bible Camp
teachers, host communities, writers, office and mailing volunteers might
wonder if they measure up.
That’s when we need Isaiah’s good news to ease our own waiting times,
our own anxious times. For the Spirit of the Lord that rested on the
promised Messiah comes to us in Jesus, resting on us too like a friend’s
arm flung lightly across our shoulders. That resting is a reminder that we
are not alone, that we are deeply loved, that forgiveness and restoration
are available when we need them.
Advent isn’t about our striving to get it right. Instead it’s a time to
remember how God reaches out to us in Jesus, a time to delight in the
ways the Spirit rests on us in song and prayer and holy conversation.

Rest on us, O Holy Spirit, and bring peace, hope and strength so that
we may be signs of your grace to the people around us. In Jesus’
name. Amen.
Rev. Susan Horton (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Mailing Volunteer
Stony Plain, Alberta
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Does your church need a VBS curriculum?
Are you looking for a Sunday School curriculum?

Did You Know that On Eagle’s Wings’ GIGGLE Series Bible Camp and
Sunday School Curricula are available for your church to use ?
Each curriculum is fun for all children ages 5-11 and
is filled with Bible stories, crafts, games, drama, and
music.
Bible Camp curricula include lesson plans and
resources for a 5 day camp, 3 hours a day.
Sunday School curricula are available in 4-6 week
modules. Each day’s plan is based on a 45 minute
lesson.
All curricula:
 Are Bible based—suitable for all denominations
 Are a high quality, low cost alternative to
expensive commercial curricula for even the
smallest congregations—there are no fees; we
request a donation that is affordable for your
budget
 Are sent electronically in PDF format
 Use supplies that are easily available
 Include activities suitable for different age
groups
 Include teacher support.
Call or email us for more information:
1-866-441-6594 oneagleswings.north@gmail.com
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Ministry Areas



Northwest Territories



Nunavut / Nunavik



Northern Alberta / Saskatchewan



Northern Ontario / Quebec
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Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one
body, so it is with Christ. (1 Cor. 12:12)

Office Support

Cliff Horton
Katzman Centre
Office Volunteer

Sheila Nielsen
Katzman Centre
Office Volunteer

Barbara Kriebel
US Mailing
Coordinator

David and Susan Weber
US Office Volunteers

Maintenance & IT

Charlie Hand

Ministry Support

Rev. David Melax

Jan Davis
Kathy-Lynn McKay
Curriculum Writer Bible Camp
Coordinator

Publications Support

Fiona Brownlee
Editor

Cath Maginel
Editor

Rod Andrews

Elizabeth Rushton
Proofreader

Will Brander Willie King

Flight Operations

Nels Kristenson Jack Scheper
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Telling the Story: A Living Legacy
I love to tell the story of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and His story, of Jesus and His love;
I love to tell the story, because I know ‘tis true,
It satisfies my longings, as nothing else would do.
This beloved hymn expresses how On Eagle’s Wings
shares and embodies the story of Jesus and His love as
we walk with Northern people. The ways in which we
tell the story have grown as more local northern helpers
than ever have become involved in leading Bible
Camps in their own communities, and as we reach more communities in winter.
But there are still those in the North who have not yet heard about the gospel of
Christ; there are those who long to learn more about it; and there are those who
long to be able to teach it to their children. It is important that the work will continue
to create opportunities for many communities to hear about Jesus and His love,
now and into the future.
You can help ensure that the story can be brought to future generations across the
North by making a planned gift to On Eagle’s Wings.
Planned or “legacy” gifts are donations given to a charity, such as On Eagle’s
Wings, often through a will. Usually the charity will receive the gift in the future.
Some donors see a planned gift as a way of recognizing and supporting the
charities that were important to them during their lifetime: one final, memorable gift.
Others appreciate that charitable gifts are a way of reducing the tax burden on the
estate when the estate is transferred to surviving loved ones.
Planned gifts can take several forms, for example: a bequest in your will, a life
insurance policy, retirement assets such as Registered Retirement Savings
Plans (RRSP) or Registered Retirement Income Funds (RRIF) in Canada, or a
401K retirement fund in the US, Charitable Gift Annuities, and Gifts of securities.
Please consider a planned gift that will enable On Eagle’s Wings to continue telling
and being the story, now and in the future. Your family, financial advisor, and
lawyer can help ensure that your wishes will be carried out efficiently.
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I love to tell the story,
‘Twill be my theme in glory,
To tell the old, old story
Of Jesus and His love.

Thursday, December 13
Love Your Neighbour
Jesus said to him, “What is written in the law? What do you read there?”
He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and
your neighbour as yourself.” And Jesus said to him, “You have given the
right answer; do this, and you will live.”
Luke 10: 26-28, NRSV
You shall love your neighbour as yourself.
I live in central Alberta and the immediate community to the south of my
town is four First Nations. They are our neighbours. It has and continues
to be a challenge for my town to be good neighbours and good friends.
Let me share a story of when we have been good neighbours.
The Canadian Tire store in my town had an opportunity to show what it
means to be a good neighbour. The store manager began learning about
the effects of Indian Residential Schools and about treaties in Canada.
After talking with local First Nations leaders, he decided that the best
way he could show that his store was a good neighbour was to hold a flag
raising. The raising of a particular flag.
On a blustery March morning chiefs from the four First Nations gathered
with others and the store manager in front of the Canadian Tire store.
They presented him with the Treaty Six flag and then it was raised above
the store. It flies there now. The manager said it was a way to recognize
that we are all treaty people and that we need to be good neighbours for
each other.
You shall love your neighbour as yourself.
Loving God, as we journey through Advent to the birth of your Son
our Saviour, assist us to be good neighbours even when it is
challenging, especially when it is challenging. Amen.
Fiona Brownlee (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Publications Volunteer
Wetaskiwin, Alberta
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Friday, December 14
Never Lose Your Thirst for the Lord,
You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; I thirst for you, my whole
being longs for you, in a dry and parched land where there is no water.
Psalm 63:1, NIV
I travelled to the North for the first time this year. I had read repeatedly
about water shortages, and how difficult life can be for people in the
North. As I prepared and packed I tried to figure out how I would use the
least amount of water on my trip. We stayed first in a house that had been
empty. We noticed a dripping hot water tap upon arrival, and we put a
bucket under the tap to catch the water. On the next day, one of the team
members tried to use the shower and then the small drip became a much
faster drip. We found several containers to collect the water and switched
them often. We only used the water in the buckets and not the taps so as
not to waste any. Mid-week the water truck came. And Oh My! With
the pressure of the full tank came a full out gushing of water. We
managed to find the tank and taps. After many attempts, an assortment of
tools, a flashlight, team work, and dripping with sweat we managed to get
the taps shut off. In our second house there were lots of people staying,
and we ran out of water twice just days apart. Just how fragile life is, is
even more apparent in the North.
Do you know how water tastes and feels when you are very, very thirsty?
Think of when you feel truly loved, and recognize that feeling of
satisfaction. God gives us that special satisfaction and more when we
seek him. We all encounter times of longing and thirst; during these times
of drought, seek God and he will give you knowledge, love, and life.
Gracious God, we await the coming of your Son with trust, confident
in the knowledge that he will be the cold drink of water we desire to
fill our longing for you. Amen
Sarah Turgeon-O'Brien (Anglican)
On Eagle's Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
Aklavik and Tuktoyaktuk, Northwest Territories
Salmon Arm, British Columbia
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Saturday, December 15
Heartfelt Hospitality
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth
and laid him in a manger because there was no place for them in the inn.
Luke 2:7, NRSV
The inn-keeper … here was a man with no more room in his inn. However,
when he saw that Mary was about to give birth, his compassionate heart
offered Joseph and Mary the use of his stable. His hospitality was rewarded,
for there among the animals, Jesus, our Saviour, was born.
I also experienced heartfelt hospitality. My team-mate, Terry, and I had an
overnight stop in Resolute Bay. We were given a room each at the ATCO
Hotel, along with supper and breakfast.
The next day we boarded a small plane which flew us to Grise Fiord,
Canada’s most northern community. What a great reception! The airport
was filled with people who welcomed and greeted us: “Hello”, “Welcome to
Grise Fiord”. Even the toddlers shook our hands!
Many examples of heartfelt hospitality include: Geela and her husband who
brought us boxes filled with healthy snacks for the children and us; the hugs
from the children who were all happy, attentive and eager to participate in
Winter Bible Camp; donations of musk-ox stew and bannock. We were
invited out for supper, welcomed those who visited and were present to all
we met. Fifteen adults attended our final celebration.
Off to Resolute Bay where twenty-three children registered. All were eager
and attentive. They also welcomed us with hugs. Six women attended our
final celebration. Martha was our liaison who welcomed us and provided
cookies for snacks. We were invited to a birthday party. Heartfelt
hospitality from all the people we met.
Dear Jesus, I bring your “People of the Far North” to you. Bless them
for their heartfelt hospitality. For I was a stranger and they took me in.
They welcomed me as one of their own. I will forever carry them in my
heart, thoughts and prayers. Amen.
Virg Burant-Plosz (Roman Catholic)
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
Grise Fiord and Resolute Bay, Nunavut
Ft. Qu’Appelle, Saskatchewan
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Third Sunday of Advent, December 16
Leaves of Growth Unfolding
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow
out of his roots.
Isaiah 11:1, NRSV
They’ve stolen my phone again.
Sophie and Faith, who are identical twins living in Kugluktuk, have my
smart phone once more and are carrying it around with squeals of
laughter. Kids at Bible Camp are quick to pick up any device that takes
pictures and gleefully snap selfies and record videos. They always return
my phone to me, filled with moving and still images of giggles, silly faces
and clips of themselves singing Bible Camp songs. So I don’t mind when
they do this—it’s a form of creative expression and makes for interesting
souvenirs!
The children at our camps remind me of how Jesus is the new shoot
growing out from a stump that God’s people thought was dead. Northern
children are the new growth in the Church that sprout out of communities
which so many folks assume are lifeless or treacherous. But God is the
author of all life and cultivates new life everywhere, especially in
unexpected places and situations.
We as Christ’s followers are connected through his life-giving branch that
grows out of an ancient stump. It’s a delight to be surprised by the new
leaves sprouting up through the Spirit, especially when it’s spirited
children, like Faith and Sophie, who are excited to hear the good news of
Jesus and share in this joy together.
God of growth, we thank you for the gift of new life which you have
provided for us in Christ. During this Advent season, may we each
experience the leaves of growth that are unfolding upon the branch of
Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen
Deacon Melissa May (Lutheran)
Candidate for Ministry of Word and Sacrament, ELCA
Assigned to the Alaska Synod
Harrisonburg, Virginia

24

Monday, December 17
A Long Time…
Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom
of God belongs to such as these
Mark 10:14, NIV
Every Saturday morning at 11:00 a.m., in *Liidlii Kue’s Long Term Care
(LTC), you will hear the word of God, and the singing of praises as the
elders gather.
Early Friday morning, a daughter had shared with me that her mother at
LTC was not well. That evening I went to pray with the elder. As she slept
with tubes giving her needed medication, her granddaughter kept vigil
while I prayed. On Saturday, I came before the service to see how she was
doing, expecting the worst. There she was sitting up and eating, smiling as
I entered her room. All I could say was “Thank you Lord!”
A new resident elder was visiting her, who wanted to know who I was, so I
said my name and who my parents were. At the mention of their names she
brought her hands to her heart in memory. She took her walker and my
hand as we went to her chair, where she introduced herself and proudly said
she was going to be 100 on August 18th. In the presence of an elder, I tend
to submit to opening my mind and eyes like those of a child, to see the
beauty of age, wisdom and love. Although we are meant to grow and
mature and put childish ways behind us, we were never meant to lose the
joy and wonder of learning.
Later as she continued her stories, I listened intently. She tenderly touched
and patted my arm and in Slavey** said, “My daughter you have a long
ways to go, continue to pray, bring hope and encouragement through
prayer.” Our hope and prayers are for those who reach out during the On
Eagle’s Wings ministry in the summer and throughout the year.
Lord helps us to remember that we are indeed your children and your
kingdom is ours. Remind us daily to love with the faith of child and to
learn at the foot of the elder. For it is through your love and grace that
we will all be united in your kingdom. Amen.
Martina Norwegian (Roman Catholic)
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member
Fort Simpson, Northwest Territories
*Fort Simpson, NT
**South Slavey dialect
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Tuesday, December 18
Dream the Dream
I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams; your young men will see
visions.
Joel 2:28, NIV
Donald Marsh, the Second Anglican Bishop of The Arctic, was a man
truly inspired. In 1970 St. Luke’s Anglican Hospital in Pangnirtung,
Nunavut, was made redundant by the building of the South Baffin
Regional Hospital in Iqaluit. It would have been easy to simply close
down the building but Bishop Marsh had the vision and the courage to
reopen it as the Arthur Turner Training School.
Since that time, firstly in Pangnirtung, and most recently in Iqaluit, over
thirty men and women have trained for ministry in Nunavut, Nunavik
(Arctic Quebec) and Nunasiavut (Labrador). The Bishop’s inspired
dream has been a source of tremendous blessing to the church and people.
Likewise the ministry of On Eagle’s Wings has brought similar blessing
to the clergy and their congregations through Vacation Bible Schools and
Christian Education curricula in a number of communities.
Throughout the life of the church the Holy Spirit has been poured out on
many, many people who had the courage to listen and obey God’s call.
Through Advent, as we prepare to celebrate once again the birth of Jesus,
our Lord and Saviour, can we prayerfully seek the Spirit’s guidance as to
what vision he may be placing in our hearts for the continuing growth of
our faith community? God does not ask us for our abilities, but our
availability.
“Jesus takes us as we are and makes us what we should be.”
Lord Jesus place your vision in my heart for the blessing of your
church and people. Amen.
Bishop Christopher Williams (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Hospitality Volunteer
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
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Wednesday, December 19
Gifts of the Spirit
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him…

Isaiah 11:2, NRSV

The full verse of Isaiah 11:2 includes several gifts of the Spirit that rested
on Jesus: the Spirit of Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Power,
Knowledge and Fear (reverent awe). Can these gifts rest on us? Can we
hold these gifts? Do we see these gifts in other people? Are the gifts of the
spirit seen in us?
Going up North took me totally out of my comfort zone. What would be
seen in me? Could I pull this off? I met people in whom I saw these gifts.
Because of their gifts, I was able to share my gifts. There were times of
“gift giving” and the Spirit dwelt among us. Bonds were formed and Christ
was shared.
The people of the North are resilient, strong, determined. I found
acceptance of me and my ways. It was an odd combination but by the grace
of God and His gifts, it worked.
Have you looked for your gifts? Do you have the gifts listed above? Are
there other gifts you have? Are you able to share your gifts? Can you find
someone today to share with?
Make it a goal to share with one person today. You will be the richer.
Oh God, you are my God and I will ever praise you. Help me to be
aware of my gifts and give me someone to share with today. Amen.
Vicki McCombs (Lutheran)
Former On Eagle’s Wings Board Member and Bible Camp Volunteer
Kannapolis, North Carolina
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Thursday, December 20
No Waiting in the Queue
I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.
John 10:10, NRSV
Sometimes it feels like we spend a lot of time waiting for things to
happen. In this worldly life, it can be frustrating if we are put “on hold”
because “longer wait times than usual” keep us from reaching the right
department when trying to have a discussion about a problem.
What a difference in our feelings when we come to the time of Advent,
which is also a time of waiting, knowing that we never have to wait to
reach God in prayer, knowing that no type of problem or situation is too
difficult to talk to Him about, and that the celebration of Jesus’ birth in the
days ahead will mean we are at the right place, kneeling in adoration.
Because we have chosen to accept Jesus as our Saviour, we can choose to
live in His abundant love and grace. The rest really is not worth fretting
about. Each year at this time I look forward to new possibilities and
adventures. I also look back to the months behind and thank God for each
blessing given, for each difficult situation handled and for each person
that I have met in the days past. Then it’s time to rejoice and wait to hear
the choir sing, “O Come, All Ye Faithful……”*
Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of your Son, for the presence
of your Holy Spirit in our hearts and for the love given so freely to
your imperfect children. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Amen.
Terry Jesudason (Salvation Army)
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
Grise Fiord and Resolute Bay, Nunavut
Trail, British Columbia
*attributed to John Francis Wade
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Friday, December 21
Jesus is the Answer
He called a little child to him, and placed the child among them. And he
said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever takes the
lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And
whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.
Matthew 18:2-5, NIV
When God talks about children, he calls them a gift and a blessing. We are
to learn from them as their spirits are filled with innocence, joy and
laughter. We are called to be like children to come to Him with faith and
trust. This was shown to me one winter when I was teaching a catechism
lesson.
I lived in the isolated community of Fort Nelson for 15 years. Each year,
children from all different religions would come every Monday for an hour
and a half to catechism classes held in the church basement. At the end of
these classes we would all troop upstairs for some prayer time and songs.
On one particular day, we had a new student who had never been to our
prayer time. I overheard one of the other students say to the new boy
“Don’t be afraid, if she asks you anything, just say Jesus or Love and you
will always be right”
I remember laughing inside at that statement and thinking what a cute
answer. However, that thought stayed with me over the next few days and I
began to realize that there was a lot of truth to the innocent “helpful
comment” of this young man. No matter what is happening in our lives, no
matter what we are going through the answer always comes down to Jesus
and Love. It is us that makes things more complicated than they have to be.
Dear Lord, help us to remember that no matter what is happening in
our life we can and should always turn to you Jesus for answers and
that the answers can always be found in love. Amen.
Cath Maginel (Roman Catholic)
On Eagle’s Wings Publications Volunteer
Dawson Creek, British Columbia
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What Others are Saying …
In the North
Right on! The parents are really happy to have On Eagle’s Wings Bible
Camp here. Even a month after camp, the kids sing the songs they learned
when they’re out playing. It really lifts their spirits to sing praises together.
We are so grateful.
- Geela, Grise Fiord, Nunavut.
Could we use your Bible Camp materials in our Sunday School?
- Rachel, Inuvik, Northwest Territories
Thank you for coming back. You make a difference in our kids’ lives.
- Community leader, northern Saskatchewan

Children at Bible Camp
You don't have cool stuff, you have fun stuff!
- Bethany, a child at Bible Camp as she discovered that exploring Bible
stories at camp was enjoyable, even without her iPad and video games!
Is there Bible Camp on Saturday?
- A northern child who did not want Bible Camp to end

Volunteers
I loved just being with the kids and their families. To spend time and talk
with them was a real privilege. Their hospitality impressed me. Wow! Talk
about going out of their way to make us feel welcome!
- Shawn, volunteer Bible Camp teacher in northern Alberta.
It felt good to be back in Behchoko—a place that has become our northern
home—and I am overwhelmed with happiness to see the people I have
grown to love so much over the years.
- Susan, volunteer Bible Camp teacher in Behchoko for 10 years.
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Saturday, December 22
Mary Did you Know?
“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”
Luke 1:28-38, NRSV

I often reflect on Mary during the Advent season. Awaiting the birth of
your child is a time of anticipation. I remember my own experiences. It is
exciting yet terrifying. You plan for their arrival. You have such high
hopes and dreams.
Many women in the remote North travel to hospitals in far away cities a
month before their due date. Often, they are alone leaving behind their
families and partners. They anticipate, they plan and they wait. Waiting
can be stressful as well as exciting.
What was that anticipation like for Mary? What a shock for her to find out
she was pregnant. Then travelling so far away without family support and
ultimately giving birth in a very inconvenient place. Did she know what the
future would hold? She was told she was going to be the mother of a son
who would reign over the house of Jacob and be called the Son of the Most
High (Luke 1:32, 33 NAS). Pretty exciting stuff! Her response was “...be it
done to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38, NAS). But did Mary
really know what was coming? Her son would be the most acclaimed and
exalted but also the most despised and rejected. She would be heartbroken.
If she had known would she still have accepted so graciously?
We don’t know what the future holds for us or our children. Maybe
that is a good thing. We have to trust. We know God will be with us
and that allows us to respond like Mary “...be it done to me according
to your word”. Amen.
Marg Epp (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Hospitality Volunteer
Cambridge Bay, Nunavut
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Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 23
Called to Serve
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me. He has sent me to bring good news to
the poor.
Luke 4:18, NRSV
It was Advent 1983 in a remote corner of northern Alberta and the
Bishop had phoned to say that he had been unable to find a priest to
send to us for Christmas. We were on our own. I approached Harry, a
member of the congregation, who occasionally read scripture at our
Sunday morning services.
“Sister, I don’t mind reading the Christmas Gospel in Cree but I don’t
feel qualified to preach.” “Harry, I think the Lord qualifies those He
calls to serve; but don’t worry, I will give the reflection after the
reading,” I replied.
When the church bell tolled at midnight on December 25th, the church
was filled. After reading from the Christmas passage of Luke 2:1-7, I
expected Harry to take his seat when, much to my surprise, he began to
speak to the people:
“This story says that Mary and Joseph were turned away when they
tried to find a place for Jesus to be born. Joseph knocked on all the
doors in town, and even the manager of the hotel wouldn’t give them a
room. Us Cree people, we can’t understand that. We always let people
camp in our house, even strangers. But what about letting Jesus into
our hearts? Jesus knocks and knocks and we often just ignore Him.
What would our reserve look like if Jesus were invited into everyone’s
heart? This Christmas story is told to teach us a lesson. Let’s all invite
Jesus in and give Him a place to be born.”
Somehow I didn’t feel like I needed to give my reflection. The Lord
had qualified Harry to give the message to His People.
Loving Father, as we prepare for the birth of Your Son, give us the
courage to hear and answer the Call to Serve, knowing that You
will qualify us to bring the Good News to the poor. Amen.
Sister Bernadette Gautreau, ssch (Roman Catholic)
Mexico, Maine
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Christmas Eve, December 24
New Life from Dead Stumps
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will
bear fruit. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him. … And he will delight in
the fear of the Lord.
Isaiah 11:1-3, NIV
After too many lean years of struggling to hold a camp, we were hopeful
and excited. We made every possible preparation to ensure a good camp.
We had bins-full of fun activities to draw the children into the stories of
God’s loving presence – and we prayed earnestly for each child who would
come. The rest was in God’s hands.
It certainly was! Right from the outset, we felt the presence of the Holy
Spirit. He was knitting us together as his family regardless of age or
ability, and inspiring holy imaginations. My greatest joy was Wes; he had
been joining in every activity from his wheelchair. But he really came alive
behind the puppet stage. The children helped him stand as he stretched out
his arm to operate the puppet. And his animated voice could be heard
among the others as he joined in telling the story. Pure joy and excitement!
We had waited and prayed through the hard years. Faith had overcome
doubt. And now was the right time for the Spirit of God to rest on and
bless a new generation of children.
Now is the right time! Amid the ‘dead stumps’ of our lives—the hardships
and lean years—after the waiting and patient perseverance, the birth of the
Christ Child announces new life and hope. The wait is over, for the Spirit
of God has come to rest on his Son, and on us. Therefore let us approach
our celebration of Jesus’ birth with awe and delight. The presence of God
is among us. Pure joy!
Ever-present and loving Father, thank you for the ‘dead stumps’ in our
lives, for the way they prompt us to live by faith and hope for renewal
of your Kingdom in this world. Inspire us to see how you are bringing
new life from those stumps, so that we may walk in your ways and
always give you thanks and praise. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Rev. Lesley Hand (Anglican)
Executive Director, On Eagle’s Wings
Spruce Grove, Alberta
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You Can Help!
Volunteers are the heart and strength of On Eagle’s Wings. When we
work together, we make a difference in the lives of many (including
each other!). Please join together with us. Be part of our family.
PRAY
 give thanks always for God’s continued presence and guidance for
On Eagle’s Wings’ ministry.
 for all volunteers and staff who serve faithfully.
 for safe travel.
 for continued financial support to meet the ongoing needs of
northern ministry.
 for our friends in northern communities.
GIVE
 a special Advent offering to sustain ministry.
 a gift to honour and/or remember a family member or friend with an
offering in the individual’s name.
 in faithful support to On Eagle’s Wings by signing up for monthly
withdrawals from a bank account or credit card.
 airline miles/points for staff and volunteer travel.
 a legacy gift by including On Eagle’s Wings in your will or making us
one of the beneficiaries in a life insurance policy, or retirement
account.

VOLUNTEER
 offer your gifts and expertise to further northern ministry.
 discover new gifts by trying something new.
 there are many different ways to volunteer: mailings, office work,
intercessory prayer, publications, social media, website, Governing
Board, monthly devotions, hospitality, maintenance, curriculum, art,
… to name but a few.
INCLUDE OTHERS
 use On Eagle’s Wings’ Bible Camp and Sunday School curricula for
your church’s children’s ministry.
 invite us to visit and speak at your church or group.
 share these Advent Reflections with family and friends.
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A Symbol of Ministry
The inspiring logo was designed and
painted as a gift to On Eagle’s Wings from
First Nations artist, Archie Beaulieu. It is
Archie’s response to the powerful words
of Isaiah, “Those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength. They will soar
on wings like eagles.” It also reflects the
land, animals and people of the North.
The eagle is highly respected by all cultures and by people
everywhere as a symbol of strength and vision. For many
aboriginal people the eagle is a messenger of the Creator.
Within the eagle Archie has included other animals of his land
and culture. A northern family stands at the foot of the cross,
the symbol of new life for all God’s people.

Meet the On Eagle’s Wings
Governing Board

Marcia Baker

Blue Ridge Summit,
PA

George Jason
Ponoka, AB

Jen Canipe

Harrisburg, NC

Lois Graff

Huntsville, AL

Cliff Horton

Stony Plain, AB

Martina Norwegian Rev. Katie Russell Ross Whitelaw
Ft. Simpson, NT

Follow us on:

Sioux Center, IA

Smoky Lake, AB.
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Those who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles.
Isaiah 40:31

MISSION STATEMENT
On Eagle’s Wings is an ecumenical Christian
ministry that proclaims Jesus Christ and serves the
Church and individuals in remote and isolated
areas of northern Canada.

On Eagle’s Wings
Katzman Centre
10072 164 Street NW
Edmonton, AB T5P 4Y3

1000 West Main Street
Lansdale, PA 19446

780-440-6594
Toll Free: 1-866-441-6594
oneagleswings.north@gmail.com
Website: www.oneagleswingsnorth.org
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