From the desk of …
Rev. Lesley Hand
On Eagle’s Wings’ Executive Director

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”

(John 20:19)

Dear Friends,
Uncertain, stressed, fearful for what the authorities would do next. The disciples are
doing the most sensible thing they can think of—hiding behind closed doors! Locking out
a threatening world. First Jesus’ trial and death, and now the women bring incredible
stories that the tomb is empty and Jesus is not dead. Throw into the mix a Roman army
ready to squash any perceived opposition. I am sure we can all relate to the disciples’
anxiety that weekend of Jesus’ death and resurrection. For, on many levels, our world has
not changed that much. And yet, it is precisely into this brew of heightened emotions and
unpleasant circumstances that Jesus appears. Now they know that violence is not the end
of the story. Jesus’ first action is to bless them with His peace, a gift of wholeness and
strength that will enable them to become peacemakers. I pray that these stories and
prayers we share will strengthen you and give you peace as we journey together through
Holy Week. May you, too, be a peacemaker.
Thank you, once again, to Mike Lee, for his artwork that graces our cover. He captures the
range of the disciples’ emotions from fear and disbelief to relief and joy. May you see
yourself among their group welcoming the risen Lord.
Shalom,

P.S. This is our first time distributing our Holy Week Reflections electronically. We hope
that the various access points (email, Facebook, website) mean that you can read them
quickly, easily and, with the larger print, comfortably. We hope that you will share them
freely with friends!
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Palm Sunday, April 9th
Ice Roads and Royal Highways
A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees
and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed
shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
Matthew 21:8-9, NIV

“Let’s check the NWT highways page one last time … okay, the road is open, and it just says
the usual: soft sections, slippery sections, watch for equipment working, rough sections,
overflows.”
This was a typical conversation between Deanna Monks and me when we went on our two
winter ministry trips this January and February. The ice roads between many communities in
the Northwest Territories were filled with bumpy spots and places to slow down and use
extreme caution; sometimes they have overflows of melted and refrozen ice, but sometimes
they are very smooth. But we trekked on and visited ten communities in the territory, holding
activities for about 100 children and youth as well as visiting with and encouraging adult
leaders of the faith communities.
Though we could only stay a short time in each place, it felt like we were ambassadors for
Jesus as we came with our children’s Bibles, games, and an enthusiasm for active and fun time
to talk about God’s love. It seemed that we too were preparing the way for Jesus to travel along
the highways with us, but also to meet us in the communities where he already lives among the
people.
“Prepare the royal highway, the king of kings is near!” we often sing on Palm Sunday. I think
we are always preparing the road for Jesus to journey with us, though the way will not always
be smooth. After all, as we are reminded on Palm Sunday, Jesus’ way includes both parades
and passion, both life and death—and new life again.
Take heart, for whether the road on which you’re journeying is full of rough sections,
overflows, or is smoother, it is the same way that all Christians are traveling together with
Jesus. We trust that God is with us—through all suffering and pain—and that we will share in
the power of Jesus’ resurrection.
Our Lord God, as we begin this Holy Week, fill our hearts with your peace. Walk with us
together on this journey, as we know that your Son Jesus did, even unto his death on the
cross. Be present with us during every part of our lives, and bring us with you into new
life through you. Amen.
Melissa May
On Eagle’s Wings Diaconal Minister
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
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Monday, April 10th
We are Saved by Grace
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God.
Ephesians 2:8, NIV
I spent more than 15 years in the North and I found that spring could be anything from a sunny
warm day with no snow, to a raging blizzard with temperatures below -20. You could never
depend on the weather to be what you hoped. But no matter what the weather was, or what we
hoped it would be, we still prepared ourselves for Holy Week.
Our preparation actually began on Ash Wednesday with the intention of practicing alms giving,
prayer and the doing of good works. I remember one of the children asking me if practicing
these three things would ensure them a spot in heaven. I had to answer “No”. With a puzzled
look, they asked, “Then how can we ever be saved?”
The simple answer is that we are saved by God’s grace and not by our works. We could never
do enough here on earth to “earn” our way into heaven. It is not a case of simply finding the
Lord then stating, “I believe,” then turning around and doing nothing about it. That is not
attaching any action to that belief. Jesus says, "Not everyone who says Lord, Lord, will enter
the Kingdom of Heaven, but rather he who does the will of my Father" (Matthew 7:21)
Because of this we have to assume that works are still a very necessary component of one's
faith. Too many people think that faith means giving God lip service only, rather than actually
doing good deeds for others.
As we wind up our 40 days of Lent, let us carry in our hearts not only the desire to do good
works but also love God and be and earthly example of His love and grace.
Lord be with us as we wind up our season of Lent. Help us to keep our hearts open to
your love and grace. Give us the desire to do good works year-round and to remain in
awe of the grace you bestow upon us. Amen
Cath Maginel
On Eagle’s Wings volunteer editor
Dawson Creek, British Columbia

“Dissolving Sins” Bible Camp activity in Grise Fiord, NU
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Tuesday, April 11th
Healing Hospitality
As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you. Live on in my love.

John 15:9, NAB

For 20 years I ministered in the far Canadian North. A deliberate decision was made to make
our mission house a house of hospitality. No office hours were ever posted. If children needed
a safe place to play, or an adult to talk to, or something to eat because there was nothing at
home, they always knew they were welcome. Many women in the community were striving to
live alcohol- and gambling-free lives. It is very difficult to do this in a small community. Our
doors were always open to women to come and play games and socialize in the evening. Over
the years, we played countless games of Scrabble and “Little Cards”. Their needs dictated the
hours –not the clock.
For me, a highlight of my ministry was being present and welcoming to each one who came to
the door. My most touching memory was during a healing workshop which the community
decided to hold at the mission house and it was facilitated by native healers from Alberta.
Several men participants commented that when they heard the healing workshop was being
held at the mission house they were strongly tempted to withdraw their registrations. They had
many issues around the residential school, nuns and priests and felt that being in the mission
house with nuns would just stir up a lot of pain of old memories and keep them stuck there.
However, they decided they would try it for JUST one day. Mid-week they commented that to
their surprise, they found us “nuns” warm and welcoming- just the opposite of their memories
of residential school.
Our loving support and presence helped them realize that what happened to them as children
were incidents in the past and that the Church and nuns aren’t perpetuating the residential
school experiences today. What a gift from God to be his instrument in bringing healing and
God’s peace and love into their lives. The end of the workshop was truly a resurrection for
these participants.
As we ponder on Christ’s suffering, passion and death this week we need to do so with a deep
sense of gratitude that he did it out of love for each one of us. Following Jesus’ example, let us
strive to bring his peace to all we encounter.
May you come to an even deeper awareness and appreciation of the extent to which Jesus
loves you personally. May you share his love and peace with everyone be it a smile, kind
word or kind act. This I ask through Christ our Saviour. Amen.
Sr. Joan Liss, SSND
Former On Eagle’s Wing’s Board Member
Waterdown, Ontario
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Wednesday, April 12th
I Was a Child for a Week
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven?” He called a child, whom he put among them, and said, “Truly I tell you, unless you
change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever
becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever welcomes
one such child in my name welcomes me.”
Matthew 18:1-5, NRSV
When you reach my age people look at you a little funny if you act like a child. But last
summer, I got a reminder of how important it is to be a child, and to learn as a child. The
occasion was an On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp in Fort McMurray, and for that week, the kids
were my teachers. They were young and energetic, and they soaked up what we were able to
give them as if they were sponges. I was reminded of Moses’ words to the people of God as
they were about to enter the Promised Land:
… take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes
have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to
your children and your children’s children. Deuteronomy 4:9, NRSV

But equally important is to learn from children. Now I confess that children can get up to a
little mischief from time to time, but mostly they’re innocent and open and straightforward.
Usually, they don’t have the inflated sense of their own worth that we adults do sometimes.
For me, Lent is a time of reflection on my relationship with God. I spend as much time as I
can possibly get listening for the word of God. What I’m getting is, “Be a child.” How would
that work for you?
Loving God, we thank you for the blessing of children—our children and grandchildren
and the children of others who are near to us. Help us to bless them by sharing our
knowledge of you with them, and let them bless us with their example of how to be great
in the kingdom of heaven. We pray in the name of the one who humbled himself for us,
Jesus Christ. Amen.
Rev. Douglas Woods
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
Port Hope, Ontario

Volunteer hosts and Bible Camp teachers, Fort McMurray, AB
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Maundy Thursday, April 13th
Not Too Much and Everything
Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you.
This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
Matthew 26:27-28, NIV
The church in the village where I was privileged to teach Bible Camp for several years was a
small Quonset hut. The inside had about 10 benches on each side. There were some drawings
the children must have done at one time during other Bible Camps. An old organ was in the
back corner. There wasn’t anyone that could play it. Yet, during one of the years I went to this
village, a pastor went with us and could play. There was a native lady that came and listened
as he played for over an hour. She was thrilled.
My first time of joining in worship was so grand. There were only about 15 of us there. We
got to hear the local people sing in an Inuit language. It was such a beautiful yet unique sound
to me.
Some years when we were there, no one came except the Bible Camp teachers. Yet we had
such a grace filled service. God was in that place.
What does this have to do with Maundy Thursday? Probably not too much, but then
everything. So much happened on that day – washing of the feet, breaking of the bread,
drinking of the wine, praying in the garden, sweating drops of blood, being betrayed.
Friday is coming and then Sunday!
To the uttermost regions you pursue us, faithful God, despite our sins. Your mercy never
fails. O Lamb of God, who carried all the world’s sins, accept our lives which we offer up
in thanks and praise to you. Amen.
Vicki McCombs
On Eagle’s Wings Board Member, US Chairperson
Kannapolis, North Carolina

Prayer shawl ministry with elders, Paulatuk, NT
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Good Friday, April 14th
Joy Made Complete
But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have my
joy made complete in themselves.
John 17:13, NRSV
As our preparations were finishing, the children began to arrive for the first day of Bible Camp.
Our journey here to the North involved some anxiousness as we wondered how our experience
would unfold. The children gathered and soon all of our anxiety was turned to an incredible
time of joy and peace. It was in our gathering together that the peace came - each of us
bringing our gifts, our concerns, and our hopes. The children’s trust was quickly earned as we
made crafts, sang, and shared stories that brought us together - and we knew the peace of
Jesus’ presence.
Our theme for these Holy Week reflections is centered on the peace that Jesus gives to his
people. This little word “peace” literally means to “join together into a whole”. That is exactly
what happened in Inuvik during that week of Camp. When we gathered together as God’s
people, peace - wholeness - is what happened. We found joy as we drew closer to one another.
God made it so.

When Jesus was arrested, the disciples fled. They lived in fear for three full days until Jesus
once again appeared - as the disciples gathered together despite their fear. For he brought the
peace and wholeness that assembling together brings, just as Jesus promised it would. In our
gatherings for Bible Camps throughout the North, Jesus calls us together to experience the
wholeness, the peace that he gives. We come together, bringing ourselves with our hopes and
fears, trusting in Jesus’ promise to bring joy and peace as we gather.
Lord Jesus, as we reflect upon your life-giving death upon the cross, we hear the echo of
your Word among us: “Peace be with you.” Bring to your people wholeness and joy,
made complete by your presence. Fill our hearts with peace each time we gather. Bring
your Body, the Church, together, that it may be for the world a sign of the hope and
wholeness your presence brings. Bring us at last together for the Easter feast, where we
see again the power of your love shown in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.
Amen.
Rev. Jeffrey May
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
Jerome, Virginia

Joy in being together, Inuvik, NT
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Holy Saturday, April 15th
A Journey of Change
The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
Psalm 34:18, NIV
Lent calls us, beckons us, to bring us together on a 40 Day Journey. We pray for strength and
inspiration on how we live. For this journey we fast and turn our thoughts and actions to what
we do and why we do them.

Jesus prayed (John 17): A fter Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed. He prayed
for himself (1-5), his disciples (6-19) and for all believers (20-26).
I read this, reflected and began my journey...again.. There are many reasons to slow down, sit
or even stop on this unknown path, but there are markers along the way; not only that but a
Bible was made available long before we began this journey. Along the twists and turns of hills
and valleys, in sunshine and during the storms we keep going.
We are encouraged by those we meet along the way, or, we may be the ones encouraging. We
can encourage through silence as we walk, a reaching hand to pull each other up, or just sit and
reset. We begin again to reflect and remind ourselves that the journey is about change, a shift
in our resilience and need of wanting what we have, and the spirit that is within us. He will
guide you into all the truth (John 16:13, NIV).
Father, the time has come…
Martina Norwegian
On Eagle’s Wings Board Member, Canadian Chairperson
Fort Simpson, Northwest Territories

Cross at Trapper’s Lake Spirituality Centre, Yellowknife, NT
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Easter Sunday, April 16th
Listening for Peace
Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.”

John 20:19, NRSV

Tired as I was, I laid stock still in my sleeping bag, eyes wide open. Listening nervously, the
din grew louder as the crowd gathered outside. The rhythmic thud of the ball hitting the wall of
the cabin aroused memories of our tent being punched, shaken, and kicked a few years earlier.
I prayed and braced myself for a sleepless night.

Listening continually, I soon discovered I was not hearing only the din, rather listening to the
conversation. Jokes. Who was going out with whom. Which team would win the playoffs. Who
shot the moose. Laughter when someone dropped the ball. … A profound change had come
over the youth. Peace replaced the conflict that had marked old rivalries, which had caused so
many fights in previous years.
Listening carefully as I spoke with people throughout my stay, I noticed that adults had
stopped blaming things on the other communities. Conversations were now laced with
compassion, respect and a desire to help each other. I listened joyfully.

I always imagine that Jesus’ disciples felt a little as I did. Gathered behind locked doors for
fear of the Jews, I picture them lying awake all night, anxiously listening to every footstep and
voice and trying to determine if violence would erupt any minute. I hear them talking in
whispers so as not to attract attention.
I imagine all that changing when Jesus appears among them. He greets them with a blessing:
“Peace be with you.” Mary was right - Jesus is alive! Violence, fear, and death are defeated.
They rejoice when they see Him. When they see the scars in His hands, they know this is real.
Disbelief and sorrow are instantly gone. Jesus blesses them again, “Peace be with you.” This
time I imagine them listening excitedly.
Peace is to be found whenever Jesus stands among us. So, as we celebrate His resurrection,
let’s think and pray about how and where we will listen for peace, for it is in those places
where we will see Jesus standing among us.
God of reconciliation, through Jesus’ death and resurrection, you turned sorrow into joy
and overcame everything that robs us of your peace. As we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection
for these next fifty days, help us to listen joyfully for your peace. Then send us out to
share it with others. Amen.
Rev. Lesley Hand
On Eagle’s Wings Executive Director
Spruce Grove, Alberta
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Thank You!
Your ongoing support of On Eagle’s Wings is deeply appreciated.
Between July 2016 and March 2017, we have provided a transformative ministry of
Word and presence with over 500 northern children, youth, and their families in a
culturally appropriate way – through Bible stories and related crafts, music, drama, and
games.
To make a special Easter thanks gift now,
Visit our website: www.oneagleswingsnorth.org
Or call: 1-866-441-6594 / 780-440-6594
Or mail to:
10072 - 164 Street NW, Edmonton, AB. T5P 4Y3
1000 West Main Street, Lansdale, PA. 19446-1998

Website: www.oneagleswingsnorth.org

Follow us on:
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MISSION STATEMENT
On Eagle’s Wings is an ecumenical Christian
ministry that proclaims Jesus Christ and serves the
Church and individuals in remote and isolated
areas of northern Canada.

On Eagle’s Wings
Katzman Centre
10072 164 Street NW
Edmonton, AB T5P 4Y3

1000 West Main Street
Lansdale, PA 19446

Website: www.oneagleswingsnorth.org
Toll Free: 1-866-441-6594
oneagleswings.north@gmail.com
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