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On Eagle’s Wings

On Eagle’s Wings
The Lord has saved us! Let’s celebrate. We waited
and hoped—now our God is here. Isaiah 25:9, CEV
Can you see the joy on the upturned faces? What
have they seen? Something—or rather, Someone—
has interrupted this community gathering around a
Mike Lee
campfire. After years of waiting and hoping, God’s
coming has transformed this ordinary gathering into Graphic Artist
Cover Designer
an extraordinary celebration. The waiting is over.
God is among us now. Mike has again done a fabulous job of
capturing the joy and wonder of those who receive and celebrate
Good News of Jesus Emmanuel, God with us.
Thank you, Mike, for blessing us with the gift of your art work.
Mahsi Cho.
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Rev David Lehmann
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Tisha Raj
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Rev Paul Williams
AnnE Zimmerman

We appreciate you sharing your stories and insights as we walk
through Advent together.
And many thanks to our editors and proof reader:
Fiona Brownlee, Cath Maginel, Elizabeth Rushton
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On Eagle’s Wings
Dear Friends,
I am excited to be able to share with you our 2017 Advent
Reflections devotional. Advent is short this year—only 22 days!
You may be surprised to learn that this made it difficult to decide
whom we should ask to write, because it means that we omit some
beloved writers and their stories. Yet, after many prayers and
conversations, I think that we have struck a balance between
longtime beloved voices and some that are brand new to us this
year. I hope you will agree! We all have a story to tell about Jesus
and His love and our experience of sharing it.
Our stories convey familiar themes of waiting, anticipation,
darkness and light, longing and fulfillment, disappointments and
triumphs, stillness and action. These are stories borne out of the
experiences of our life and ministry together in the North. For it is
in this ordinary, everyday stuff that we find God’s presence
breaking in to transform, heal, encourage, and bring growth. And
all the time, we look forward to the joy of celebrating Jesus' arrival
among us, as one of us, bringing salvation and wholeness. Our
deepest hopes and longings have been satisfied—let’s celebrate!
I pray that the Holy Spirit will speak to you through these stories
as we walk through Advent together, waiting and anticipating the
appearance of Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us.
Thank you for your faithful support of On Eagle’s Wings. We
appreciate each one of you and all that you bring to this ministry.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace
in believing.

Rev. Lesley Hand, Executive Director
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First Sunday of Advent, December 3
Relationship
They shall be my people and I will be their God, in faithfulness and in
righteousness.
Zechariah 8:8b (NRSV)
In the summer of 1999, I met a dear friend for the first time. We did
not spend much time talking together those few days and did not talk
or see each other until a year later. The way our relationship grew
was by working together teaching young children about Jesus as she
brought her children to Bible Camp in Gameti. The bond that knit
and strengthened our friendship was our oneness in Christ. Over the
years we have each weathered storms, but the relationship and the
caring abides. Possessions will pass away, places will change, but
relationships can last a lifetime.
Understanding the prophet Zechariah’s word “righteousness” to mean
“in a right relationship” is illuminating. God wants our relationships
to begin with him. He forged a relationship with us long ago. God got
his hands dirty in creation forming humankind, creating us in his
image. Then he sent his Son to dwell with us, to be in relationship
with us, and to show us what relationships should look like. And by
Jesus’ death and resurrection, we were once again put in a right
relationship with God.
Our stories are unique, interwoven and winding through many other
people’s stories all through our lives. But the common thread is the
One who came to dwell with us and the One who promised that he
would be with us always, until the end of time. Emmanuel ….. God
with us.
Gracious Father, thank you for calling us your children and for
your gift of immeasurable love who came to dwell with us and be
with us always. In whose name we pray, Amen
Lois Graff (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member
Huntsville, Alabama
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Monday, December 4
Joyful Expectation.
“Surely, I am coming soon.” Amen. Even so, come Lord Jesus!
Rev. 22:20 (NRSV)
In northern communities, the early summer was always a time of
great anticipation. The whole community was waiting for the arrival
of the summer resupply ship. (In Yellowknife it was called the Beer
Barge, for obvious reasons!) Its arrival was a time of great rejoicing.
The winter was over; the waiting was at an end. Fresh supplies would
soon be unloaded and shortages would be a memory. New things
would be experienced and in those places where there was no regular
air service, new people would be arriving. It was a time of new
beginnings.
For Christians, Advent is a similar time of expectation and
anticipation. We remember how, long ago, the Jewish people felt a
deep longing for the long-awaited Messiah who would restore the
Kingdom and begin a new age. (Although not in the way many
anticipated.) Jesus did indeed come to usher in a new beginning. Each
year in retrospective expectation we look forward to the celebration
of Christmas and the annual renewal of our faith in Jesus, the
Messiah, the Christ, as our Saviour and Lord. As we await that
wonderful Christmas season let us take time amidst the excitement
and glitter to remember what it is really about and with thankful
hearts prepare room to receive him once again.

Grant, O Lord, that we who once again prepare for the
commemoration of the coming of your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ, may so direct our hearts that we may truly also receive
him as our Lord. Amen.
Bishop Chris Williams (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Hospitality Volunteer
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
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Tuesday, December 5

Small Things with Great Love
Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with
much.
Luke 16:10 (NIV)
For years, every Advent I would make big plans to do all kinds of
things for others during the season. I made promises to myself that I
would try and be “holier” during this time of waiting. But most
years I was not very successful, or at least not successful in my
books. I found this frustrating and disheartening. Then one year I
read a quote from Mother Theresa that changed everything for me:
"Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with
great love."
Immediately I thought, “this I can do”, so that year I forgot about
all the grandiose gestures and plans of the years before, and decided
instead to focus on small things that I could do each day that would
make a difference in someone’s life. I have learned over the years
not to get too caught up on what is a “small thing” and just do
something. Whatever we do, nothing is too small; even the smallest
of gestures does not go unnoticed. It is still a blessing for those on
the receiving end.
In this way, we all can have an impact each day in the lives of those
around us. Not just during Advent but year around. We often forget
that even the smallest gestures can make the most meaningful
impact. When we choose to live like this at work, at school,
shopping, getting groceries or even attending a sporting event we
will be surprised at the big and positive impact we can have on
others.
Dear Lord, help us to remember that even the smallest gesture
and can have a major impact. Help us to see that these simple
gestures and works of love can change lives. Amen.
Cath Maginel (Roman Catholic)
On Eagle’s Wings Publications Volunteer
Dawson Creek, British Columbia
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Wednesday, December 6

Presents or Presence?
A new command I give you: love one another. As I have loved you, so
you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you love one another.
John 13:34-35 (NIVUK)
On the third day of the On Eagles W ings Bible Camp in Wha’Ti, the
syllabus focused on the Christmas story. There were two words that
sound similar but have significantly different meanings. The first was
'presents', the other was 'presence'. No kid would miss the association
between Christmas and presents, but associating Christmas with
‘presence' ... I wondered about that.
It is not always easy to describe how a spiritual life is understood, but
at some point it involves others, meeting and being with them,
celebrating the gift of their presence even if they were strangers
initially. The kids in the afternoons with us may not have been able to
define 'presence' but they experienced 'presence'. The afternoons were
intentionally focused on them, what they thought, what they
expressed, what they were doing.
In a broader context 'presence' is the awareness of all of creation,
including ourselves and the people in our lives. It's not a deeply
theological term. It is openness to the gift of being in the world and
celebrating it, like celebrating the birth of any child. After more than
a thousand years of Jewish history, a child was born to a life that
transformed the understanding of the inner life of human beings and
their place in the Cosmos. Emmanuel was his name....God with us,
present among us.
Father, there are people, who have hearts that need to be
cherished, treasured and loved for who they are. Give us
opportunities to open our hearts and our minds to their presence
in the world. Amen.
George Jason (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member & Volunteer Bible
Camp Teacher in Wha’Ti, Northwest Territories
Ponoka, Alberta.
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Thursday, December 7

Keep Waiting
But in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a
new earth, where righteousness is at home.
2 Peter 3:13 (NRSV)
Do you have a great Bible Camp story? No? Me neither. I’ve never
been to any of the northern communities; I struggle to pronounce the
names of most of them. Instead, my involvement with On Eagle’s
Wings has taught me about waiting, which is very much an Advent
thing, a Christian faith thing.
You see, I was part of the trans-shipment process, waiting for Bible
Camp teachers to arrive in Fort McMurray by plane, bus, or car, so I
could give them a bed for the night while they waited for another
plane to take them north. I spent a lot of time checking emails and
schedules to make sure I got the times right for arrivals and
departures. I met some gracious people from several states, but
making beds, planning meals, and waiting while teachers chose craft
supplies at a dollar store doesn’t make an exciting story. Still, I knew
that northern communities were waiting too, and it was my job to
help the teachers on that part of the journey.
The experience reminded me that ministry is a community thing, that
faith is a community thing. Together we search scripture for the
promises; together we remember the history of God’s people who
have waited and hoped; together we remind each other that the
waiting is worthwhile.
This moment isn’t the whole story; this event isn’t the whole journey.
We are waiting for God’s glorious future; we are grateful for the
glimpses that help us wait.
O Lord, help us to wait in hope, so that we can live and serve as
your beloved people here and hereafter. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Rev. Susan Horton (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Mailing & Hospitality Volunteer
Stony Plain, Alberta
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Friday, December 8

In Waiting is Believing
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
Romans 15:13 (NRSV)
It’s a familiar scene. Big, brown eyes peering over the windowsill,
giggles, whispers about who will be the one to ring the doorbell, our
names called through the open window. The few hours between Bible
Camp and crafts is an insurmountable amount of time for the children
in Behchoko to wait. Looking back through the screen, I said to Allie
that she still had thirty minutes to wait. She replied, “Then I will wait
right here for you.” True to her word, she was the first face I saw
every evening when the door opened—a face filled with the
hopefulness and anticipation. I see the joy of believing in her
steadfast confidence that we are worth waiting for, that what she will
experience with us is worth waiting for “right here.”
We wait. We wait for our next opportunity to spend time with our
friends in the North. We wait to see God become flesh in the face of
a child eagerly awaiting our time together. We wait to see that joy
reflected back to us as a reminder of all that’s worth waiting for.
Advent is a time of waiting. Like the Israelites waiting for their
Messiah, we find comfort and peace in the knowledge that what is
soon to arrive, is definitely worth waiting for. It is also a time to ask
ourselves: How are we using this time to prepare ourselves for what’s
to come? In our waiting time, are we open to seeing God’s face in
those we meet? Are we open to the joy and peace that believing in
God will bring?
Heavenly Father, we thank you that you fill our lives with
anticipation and belief in what’s to come. Thank you for giving
us your Son who continues to provide us with hope in this Advent
season. We ask that you remind us to accept and appreciate the
joy of this season of waiting. Amen
Susan Weber (Lutheran)
Office Volunteer, US Office & Volunteer Bible Camp Teacher in
Behchoko, Northwest Territories
Media, Pennsylvania
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For Personal Reflection
Waiting, stillness, anticipation, and joy
are just a few of the enduring themes for
Christians during Advent.
As you read these stories, which
resonate with you most deeply?
What do you sense God saying to you?
How might you make space for the
presence of Emmanuel, God with us?

10

Saturday, December 9

Time to be Still
Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him.
Psalm 37:7 (NIV)
Reading about the wonderful experiences On Eagles W ings Bible
Camp teachers share each year are treasured, as they describe how
the seeds of God’s love are being planted. This year a couple of the
stories were about the gift of presence and walking together in
“God’s time”. Today, now, how can we make God’s presence grow
in the lives we touch daily? When we stop long enough and listen, we
know that presence is all around us, right where we are.
Our God is here; it took a long time to realize that it was “me” who
was not present or to realize how much I was loved unconditionally.
… It is in the stillness. …
Stillness came when I least expected it. One day I was giving a ride
to an elder, (my day was full of time sensitive tasks to fulfill before
five o’clock, so needless to say I was in a rush). As we were driving
many of the roads we turned into had barriers, detours, or were under
construction. We had to stop, turn around and take another road.
After the fourth time, I was getting frustrated, agitated and talking
excessively while trying to remain calm, as I kept my hand
expectantly on the gear shift. All this time, I didn’t notice that the
elder hadn’t said a word. As I continued rambling on and on, without
a word, she quietly put her hand on top of my hand, gently squeezed
it and let go….I looked over, and she didn’t say a word but kept
looking out the window.
Advent is a time of waiting, a very clear timetable to become aware
of God’s stillness that you can be aware of inner peace.
Heavenly Father, thank you for the many blessings of this day,
the gratitude in those we meet, and gratefulness of what you have
given us. Thank you for the hope and the peace we seek in your
promises. Amen.
Martina Norwegian (Roman Catholic)
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member
Fort Simpson, Northwest Territories
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VOLUNTEER in the North
It is time to plan!
Volunteering for northern Bible Camps with On Eagle’s Wings provides a
unique opportunity to share God’s love and build relationships with our
northern brothers and sisters. People volunteer for many reasons. Some
feel a deep sense of God’s call to serve; others are drawn by the stark
beauty of the landscape, or want to learn more about the people and their
culture. Still others simply love children and want to teach them. No matter
what the reason, be sure that God is already at work both in you and the
people you will visit.
For many, being with children in a northern Bible Camp is the definitive
volunteer experience in the North. Bible Camps are held year-round based
on the needs of communities. For more information or to request an
application form, call 1-866-441-6594 or send an email to
oneagleswings.north@gmail.com. We welcome your interest.
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Second Sunday of Advent, December 10
A Lingering Question from the North
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name
him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us”
Matthew 1:23 (NRSV)
I wasn’t in Yellowknife long enough to truly know the rhythm of
winter in a northern community. But in my two years, the number of
Christmas parties was notable. And why not have a party, gather with
others, and celebrate as daylight rapidly disappeared and we steeled
ourselves for the cold to come?
Upon leaving our Christmas Eve service, I was asked. “Is that it,
Pastor? After all the work we’ve done to get ready for Christmas—
the decorating, parties, concerts, and shopping—after tomorrow,
there are no more celebrations planned. When do we get to enjoy
Christmas?”
In my next call we wrestled with that question only to realize that by
December 26, no church volunteers wanted a prolonged celebration.
Still, this year’s joyful theme verse beckons, “Let’s celebrate. We
waited and hoped—now our God is here.”
When do we get to enjoy Christmas? Two thoughts. First, it depends
on the choices you make for the Twelve Days of Christmas,
December 25 through January 6. Will you keep Christmas lights on,
decorations up, a song on your lips, joy in your heart, an open door,
and devotions going? Second, it depends only on recognizing that
Christmas, the festival of “God with us,” can be celebrated every
time you encounter Jesus Christ as the living Word, share in Holy
Communion, or celebrate Holy Baptism—where God comes to us, to
transform us and our days.
“O Dayspring bright, awaited long, O Son of Man, incarnate
Word” fill every day of my Advent and Christmas with the joy
that comes from knowing you, and that you came to earth to be
with us, know us, and transform us. Amen
(hymn text from “The Bells of
Rev. Steve Meysing (Lutheran)
Christmas” by N.F.S. Grundtvig)
Assistant to the Bishop, Nebraska
Synod, ELCA
On Eagle’s Wings Volunteer
North Platte, Nebraska
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Monday, December 11

Looking to the Light
Stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near.
Luke 21:28 (NRSV)
Fort McMurray, where I live, is not the true north as north goes, but it
is as far north as I have ever lived. The dark winter days were
something I had to get used to, and though they can be challenging I
have also grown to appreciate them. Especially in Advent, as the days
grow shorter in anticipation of Christ’s birth, there is a feeling that
the world is narrowing in on something very important.
Sometimes the darkness, in whatever form, has a way of focusing our
gaze on the light, even if it is just a little light in all that darkness.
Jesus said that it was in the middle of great trials and tribulations that
we were to “look up and raise our heads”. Right at the moment when
we are struggling to see much at all, Jesus tells us that our
redemption is drawing near.

It is often when we feel most burdened, anxious or afraid that we
begin to see more clearly and intensely the light Jesus brought into
our world. Indeed it was just a small light at first, that grew and grew
and will one day fill all things.
After four years in Fort McMurray I cannot think of anywhere I
would rather be during Advent but in the Canadian North. As the
world grows quiet in cold and darkness we wait upon Jesus to bring
light to our eyes and warmth to our hearts.
In the midst of our darkness O Lord, come and fill us with the
light of your presence. Amen.
Rev. Dane Neufeld (Anglican)
Pastor of All Saints Anglican Church
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Assistant
Fort McMurray, Alberta
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Tuesday, December 12

Word
Your word is a lamp that gives light wherever I walk.
Psalm 119:105 (CEV)
What’s in a word? Knowledge. Memories. Stories. Enlightenment.
Love. Wonder. Check out the words that are in our theme verse for
this publication: The Lord has saved us. Let’s celebrate. We waited
and hoped – now God is here! Isaiah 25:9 (CEV). Which words get
your attention? Let them speak to you.
Celebrate. Waited. Hoped. Perfect peace. Fortress. Victory. Firm
faith. Mighty rock. Trust. Jesus Christ.
Abraham. Rahab. Obid. David. Joseph. Mary.
Angel. Virgin. Immanuel. Gabriel. Favored. Blessed. Glorifies.
Decree. Nazareth. Donkey. Galilee. Judea. Bethlehem. Inn. No
room. Hay. Manger. Cattle. Swaddling clothes.
Shepherds. Fields. Sheep. Flocks. Angels. Fear. Joy. Savior.
Born. Messiah. Heavenly host. Glory. Peace. See what has
happened. Treasured. Heart.
Circumcision. Eyes have seen. Salvation. Sword. Anna.
Herod. Wisemen. Gold. Frankincense. Myrrh. Dream.

Prophecy. Fulfillment. Salvation. Cross. Death. Resurrection.
Hey God, so glad you are with us. We thank you for your Son.
We are thankful for the plan of salvation and the resurrection of
your Son. We give you praise and thanksgiving. We thank you
for your Word and what he does for us. Amen
Vicki McCombs (Lutheran)
Former On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member
Kannapolis, North Carolina
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Wednesday, December 13

The Humble Wait
I wait for the Lord, my whole being waits…

Psalm 130:5a (NIV)

Our congregation in Yellowknife has a strange quirk (ok, maybe
more than just one). I am reminded of it every time we have visitors
join us for worship on Sunday mornings. The visitors arrive around
15 minutes before worship begins at 11am. Typically, I am the only
one there. They assume that they are either in the wrong place, or got
the service time wrong. I assure them that they are on time and right
where they are supposed to be. “We have to wait and be patient” I
say. Meanwhile, inside I’m freaking out wondering if anyone is
actually going to show up! And yet, like clockwork the people begin
to trickle in around 10:56 am. By 11 am, a crowd has assembled and
worship begins. Each time this happens, I am reminded that in the
waiting, I am forced to give up an element of control. The people will
come when they come.
In Advent, we practice the discipline of waiting for the coming of the
Christ to make all thing new. As we prepare our hearts to receive
Him, a part of that preparation is learning to be patient and to know
that we are not in control of this. And this is a good thing, because we
know that God is in control! The psalmist reminds us to put our trust
in that. “Our hope is in the Lord, for with the Lord is unfailing love,
and with him is full redemption” (v.7).
Faithful God, your promises are sure and your love for all of
creation is steadfast. Thank you for the gift of your Son Jesus. As
we enter this season of Advent, teach us to be patient and humble
in our waiting. Amen.
Rev. Kirk Tastad (Lutheran)
Pastor of Holy Family Lutheran Church
Former On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
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Does your church need a VBS curriculum?
Are you looking for a Sunday School curriculum?

Did You Know that On Eagle’s Wings’ GIGGLE Series Bible Camp and
Sunday School Curricula are available for your church to use ?
Each curriculum is fun for all children ages 5-11 and
is filled with Bible stories, crafts, games, drama, and
music.
Bible Camp curricula include lesson plans and
resources for a 5 day camp, 3 hours a day.
Sunday School curricula are available in 4-6 week
modules. Each day’s plan is based on a 45 minute
lesson.
All curricula:
 Are Bible based—suitable for all denominations
 Are a high quality, low cost alternative to
expensive commercial curricula for even the
smallest congregations—there are no fees; we
request a donation that is affordable for your
budget
 Are sent electronically in PDF format
 Use supplies that are easily available
 Include activities suitable for different age
groups
 Include teacher support.
Call or email us for more information:
1-866-441-6594 oneagleswings.north@gmail.com
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Ministry Areas



Northwest Territories



Nunavut / Nunavik



Northern Alberta / Saskatchewan



Northern Ontario / Quebec
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Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form
one body, so it is with Christ. (1 Cor. 12:12)

Office Support

Cliff Horton
Katzman Centre
Office Volunteer

Sheila Nielsen
Katzman Centre
Office Volunteer

Barbara Kriebel
US Mailing
Coordinator

Maintenance

Charlie Hand

David and Susan Weber
US Office Volunteers

Flight Operations

Will Brander

Willie King

Jack Scheper

Nels Kristenson

Ministry Support

Fiona Brownlee
Editor

Jan Davis
Curriculum
Writer

Cath Maginel
Editor

Melissa May
Diaconal Minister
Northwest
Territories (Until
Aug 30/17. Now
Interning in Rural
Retreat, VA)

Elizabeth Rushton
Proofreader
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Telling the Story: A Living Legacy
I love to tell the story of unseen things above,
Of Jesus and His story, of Jesus and His love;
I love to tell the story, because I know ‘tis true,
It satisfies my longings, as nothing else would do.
This beloved hymn expresses how On Eagles Wings
shares and embodies the story of Jesus and His love as
we walk with Northern people. The ways in which we
tell the story have grown as more local northern helpers
than ever have become involved in leading Bible
Camps in their own communities, and as we reach more communities in winter.
But there are still those in the North who have not yet heard about the gospel of
Christ; there are those who long to learn more about it; and there are those who
long to be able to teach it to their children. It is important that the work will continue
to create opportunities for many communities to hear about Jesus and His love,
now and into the future.
You can help ensure that the story can be brought to future generations across the
North by making a planned gift to On Eagles Wings.
Planned or “legacy” gifts are donations given to a charity, such as On Eagle’s
Wings, often through a will. Usually the charity will receive the gift in the future.
Some donors see a planned gift as a way of recognizing and supporting the
charities that were important to them during their lifetime: one final, memorable gift.
Others appreciate that charitable gifts are a way of reducing the tax burden on the
estate when the estate is transferred to surviving loved ones.
Planned gifts can take several forms, for example: a bequest in your will, a life
insurance policy, retirement assets such as Registered Retirement Savings
Plans (RRSP) or Registered Retirement Income Funds (RRIF) in Canada, or a
401K retirement fund in the US, Charitable Gift Annuities, and Gifts of securities.
Please consider a planned gift that will enable On Eagle’s Wings to continue telling
and being the story, now and in the future. Your family, financial advisor, and
lawyer can help ensure that your wishes will be carried out efficiently.
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I love to tell the story,
‘Twill be my theme in glory,
To tell the old, old story
Of Jesus and His love.

Thursday, December 14

Getting A Peek Inside
Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you
will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 18:3 (NRSV)
Jane caught my attention during our Bible Camp in Behchoko.
Every day she arrived with a rolling suitcase and backpack which
were about the same size as herself. She enjoyed the stories and
singing but her bags remained by her side. Several times during the
week we tried to encourage her to leave her suitcase and backpack
at the hall while we went on our field trips. She didn’t talk much,
but you could tell she was considering it, but didn’t. In the end, we
knew who would be carrying the bags back to the hall! I was
curious to know what she was protecting. Her mom told us that she
sleeps with the backpack and suitcase. What was so precious? Only
at the end of the week did she eventually allow me to look. Packed
neatly inside were lots of Barbies and a Spiderman doll.
We often protect ourselves and our things like Jane did. But once
we realize God’s love is there for us, then we let our guard down.
There was a growing level of trust and compassion between myself
and Jane that allowed me to eventually see her precious things. As
adults, can we be more like Jane, allowing others to peek at what’s
inside of us?
Think about baby Jesus and how he came into our lives to share
God’s love. God gave us his most precious thing – his Son – not so
that we can only take a peek inside the Kingdom of Heaven, but so
that we can jump right in and receive all the love, trust and
compassion that God offers.
God of love, thank you for giving us Jesus so that we may know
how deep is your love for us, and that by looking to him, we
might know how to love others. Help us to trust you that we
can let our guard down and enter into the life you offer. Amen.
Amy Rosborough (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Volunteer Bible Camp Teacher
Behchoko, Northwest Territories
Lansdale, Pennsylvania
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Friday, December 15

Magnificent Manifestations!
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.
Isaiah 7:14 (NIV)
As a child, my daughter would show me her little jack-in-the box,
and say, “Wait for it! Wait for it! … There it is! Now, whenever I go
north, the wonder of it all is sustained by that same anticipation!
Where will I be surprised by God’s awesome presence and activity?
I may be on a one-lane dirt road out on the land wondering where it
will lead me. “Wait for it! Wait for it! … There it is! The path opens
to the most stunning display of God’s life-giving power and creativity
in the awesome water falls near Yellowknife or What’Ti!
I may be in any one of the 25 villages partnering with On Eagle’s
Wings just before Bible Camp, wondering what God has in store.
“Wait for it! Wait for it! … There it is!” God shines through the little
ones who come, cautiously or exuberantly, as their wonder of it all is
sustained by that same anticipation! The “come-as-you-are”
community and gracious love that only God can give makes even the
liveliest moments magnificent manifestations of our Immanuel!
The Israelites knew God was up to something just before Jesus was
born. The prophets proclaimed it and the people longed for their lives
and nation to be restored. “Wait for it! Wait for it! … There it is!
God’s son, our Immanuel came to warm the hearts of the shepherds
and light up the sky with angels announcing the beginning of God’s
presence and activity forever more!
O God of Magnificent Manifestations. Come to us as lively or as
quietly as you will this Advent season. We will wait with faithfilled confidence that your Son has, and will forevermore, shine
through the most joyous, ordinary, uncertain and bleakest
moments of our lives, because he is our Immanuel. Amen.
“Mim” Miriam Campbell (Lutheran)
On Eagles Wings Curriculum Support Volunteer
Stacy, Minnesota
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Saturday, December 16

God’s Gift of “Now”
The Lord … goes before you and will be with you; He will never
leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.
Deuteronomy 31:8 (NIV)
I’ve been learning about a different way of living, with less planning
ahead, and more readiness to seize the moment.
Like this summer when I asked a friend from my community, “Do
you want to go camping next weekend?” Instead of replying ‘yes’ or
‘no’, she said, “Long time away. I don’t know what will be
happening then.” This type of scene has played out many times and
I’m starting to realize there are factors she knows she can’t control.
Her son might return from the moose hunt with meat she will help
with. Health problems might flare up, money or weather issues could
affect timing, or crisis situations could arise within the family or
community.
The word ‘now’ is a good one to reflect on. Each day is a gift God
places in our hands and we honour the gift by being fully alive to
every moment. The past is history, the future is fantasy. The present
moment is the only one we have to affect us. And in our Advent
theme, we hear that God is here NOW. God meets us in every present
situation, whether they are feel-good moments or dark times.
In our world and lives, we still see and feel pain. Hatred, fear,
brokenness, neglect, and violence are dark clouds shutting out the
light for many people. We still wait in darkness, with glimmers of
hope while cries for justice pierce our hearts. We are not alone. God,
through Jesus, comes to us and will not forsake us.
We give thanks for the gift of each person, created in God’s
image. May we feel God with us. We pray for wisdom and
strength to follow the way of our blessed Saviour, as we live each
day in his name. Amen.
Kathryn Scott (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Volunteer Bible Camp Teacher
Wrigley, Northwest Territories
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Third Sunday of Advent, December 17

Promises and Holiness!
Since we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from
every defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in
the fear of God.
2 Corinthians 7:1 (ESV)
The birth of a child brings hope and expectations. Hope for a life
filled with blessings and joy. Expectations of a life filled with dreams
and love. Jesus’ birth brought this to Mary and Joseph, and so much
more to the rest of the world. We hope this is the case for every child.
Jesus's birth in Bethlehem was an answer to prayer for so many. Not
only in his time but ours too! It was the fulfillment of God's promises
to us. The promises of a Law fulfilled and the promises the prophets
proclaimed. The promise that is answered in ways not asked or
imagined of. The blessing of Christmas is one that unfolds throughout
our lives.
Every Christmas I worry about how worldly I am. Let's be honest;
there is something satisfying about getting a great gift. Or even better,
giving a gift that is well received. The worldly side of Christmas can
detract from its true meaning and of Christian holiness. It is important
to me to remember through the joys of Christmas that my one real joy
is in Jesus Christ,
My hope for Christmas is to be holy and to use the season to celebrate
Jesus. It is a challenge. The temptations of the world are present, but
my desire to be holy is reborn every Christmas. And hopefully, with
every Christmas, I can get a little closer to the incredible beauty of
that first Christmas day.
May we pray, Lord Jesus Christ, who is the timeless Son of God,
born in time and of Mary. May we who walk yet as pilgrims, be
guided by your light and love and that we may continually grow
in holiness all our days. We pray in your name. Amen.
Rev. David Lehmann (Anglican)
Pastor of St. John’s Anglican Church
On Eagle’s Wings Volunteer
Fort Smith, Northwest Territories
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Monday, December 18

God With Us Then, Now, and Always
Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, .... They will
be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God.
He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death
or mourning or crying or pain.
Revelation 21:3-4 (NIV)
I asked many kids at Bible Camp what the name ‘Immanuel’ means
as we reviewed the Christmas story. “God with us!” the kids chimed
in, excited to know this new word.
In Advent, as we recall Jesus’ promised birth and get to look ahead in
hope to his return at the end of this age, we can really feel how Jesus
is with us on earth, and look forward to God dwelling with us. This is
comforting: Jesus has been here in our humanity, is still present in
our fellowship and relationships, the Holy Spirit is moving among us,
and our ‘Immanuel’ God will live with us and take away death and
suffering!
Jesus as “God-with-us” has shown himself to me and other Bible
Camp teachers all the time—on planes, in remote churches, in tiny
gatherings of children and adults for making crafts, singing songs,
playing games, sharing Bible stories, or simply eating a meal or
sipping tea together. Whatever territory or state in which we live or
visit, Jesus is already there, alive and working among the people; we
are called to come alongside people with Jesus.
There is so much to celebrate as we relive the story of Jesus’ birth,
and so much to place our hope in as we experience the signs of God’s
coming kingdom. As the Advent hymn “All Earth is Hopeful” has us
sing: W e first saw Jesus a baby in a crib, / this same Lord Jesus today
has come to live / in our world; He is present, in neighbours we see /
Our Jesus is with us and ever sets us free.
Dearest Jesus, thank you for you being with us. We ask that you
continue to be present in our suffering, and that you aid us in
being present to others in their sorrows and joys. Keep us steady
in placing our trust and hope in your redeeming love. Amen
Melissa May (Lutheran)
Former On Eagle’s Wings Diaconal Minister
Rural Retreat, Virginia
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Tuesday, December 19

Go Forth and Make Disciples of All Nations
Then [JESUS] said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers into his harvest field”.
Luke 10:2 (NIV)
As I reflect on this past summer’s Bible Camp in a village called
Wha’Ti, I think how fortunate my friend George and I were to be
able to go forth and make stronger disciples of some First Nation’s
children. I believe this because two young boys came and asked me
to pray for them. I know that without the Holy Spirit’s presence this
would not have happened. We also would not have been there
without the village elders’ blessing.
How do I know that the Holy Spirit was there? Not only did the
elders bless us, the Lord guided us by having two women come to
help as well. They belonged to a group called the Focolare
Movement which operates in 180 nations. As we joined other
Focolare members around the table, it was brought to everyone’s
attention that we represented seven nations of birth, all sitting
together - and all working together for one God.
We truly were disciples from many nations going forth to make
disciples of all nations. Knowing this, my thoughts were on Jesus’
words in Luke’s Gospel: Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is
plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest,
therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. (Luke 10:2,
NIV). During this Advent season let’s not overlook the opportunities
we have to be and make disciples.
Father, thank you for your great generosity in entrusting us to do
your work. May I always be alert to the opportunities to share
your good news.
Shawn Campbell (Lutheran)
On Eagle’s Wings Volunteer Bible Camp Teacher
Wha’Ti, Northwest Territories
Ponoka, Alberta
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Wednesday, December 20

What is a Welcome?
Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to
bring praise to God.
Romans 15:7 (NIV)
Turtle Island, or Canada as we know it, has always been a
welcoming country, extending beyond its 150 years as a nation.
Canada’s First Peoples welcomed explorers, settlers, immigrants and
refugees through treaties that unfortunately were exploited.

Despite dark aspects of Canada’s history, my heart has always been
transformed by the grace, generosity and the warm welcome I receive
from the people of the North. I have learned that it is not in the
culture of our Indigenous friends to “other” people who are different
from them. Instead, their belief is to welcome people, learn from one
another, share resources and most importantly to walk hand-in-hand
daily.
Being from the tropics, I will always remember times I’ve been
welcomed to share a meal of smoked fish by the fire, to jig in front of
a large crowd, or simply allowed to ask a million questions about the
people in frames hung up in family homes. It is in these moments that
I learn the most about the rich history of my new friends. These are
also the times where I know for certain that I have been accepted.
During these important times of Truth and Reconciliation in Canada,
I have made it a point more than ever to acknowledge and listen to
Indigenous peoples. It is because of their welcome and acceptance
through the treaties, hundreds of years ago, that many of us in
Canada are able to thrive and lead a life full of abundant blessings.
Lord, we humbly thank you and are grateful for your grace in
welcoming and accepting us. Despite being made in the image of
your precious son, we constantly fumble and fall yet you are
always there to catch us. We ask that you remind us daily of the
acceptance of Christ and that we may do the same to everyone we
meet in our daily lives. Amen.
Tisha Raj (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Social Media Volunteer
Amiskwaciwâskahikan, Treaty 6 (Edmonton), Alberta
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Thursday, December 21

Hope
So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger.
Luke 2:16 (NRSV)
At the top of the world is the High Arctic. Only here is it more
expensive to fly from Resolute Bay to Grise Fiord than from Toronto,
Canada to London, England.
Now imagine a young Inuit woman from this most northern
community travelling home from Iqaluit, the capital of Nunavut. As
many new moms before her, she had gone to birth her child. She is
wearing an amauti*. I hear muffled cries first. Quickly the mom
moves the young one from the parka's hood to the front. No cold air
reaches her child. Amazed - I watch.
As we land I see how her nose is pressed on the small window - tears
roll down her cheeks. I don't have to guess who the gathering is
waiting to meet.
The Twin Otter's heavy door is open and I hear a cheer. Then we see
- all those gathered are smiling and ready to welcome the new mother
and a small new member of this remote, isolated community. 'Ahs'
and 'oohs' are mingled with tears, and I hear (as in every culture) the
joy of new life. Hope is received - in one small baby - a welcome and
longing satisfied.
Gracious God, thank you for walking our Advent journey. The
travel can seem arduous whether to an arctic home or to our
hearts. Heal us to be ready to rush with haste to welcome our
Saviour Jesus and know the hope fulfilled in one small baby.
Amen.
AnnE Zimmerman (Lutheran)
Pastor of Lakeland Lutheran Church
Living on Treaty 6 lands, Cold Lake, Alberta
*a parka worn by women of the eastern arctic
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Friday, December 22

The Gift of Belonging and Welcoming
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and
they knelt down and paying him homage. Then, opening their
treasure chests, they offered him gifts.
Matthew 2: 11 (NRSV)
I have a well-worn and treasured pair of deer hide beaded gloves in
my basket of winter wear. They sit alongside my other mitts, scarves
and toques. Those gloves tell the story of a friendship between this
settler woman and a First Nations woman. An unlikely friendship at
first glance. We have very different backgrounds and history here in
Canada.
These gloves keep me warm on the coldest days of winter. Whenever
I look at them I say a quick prayer for my friend and thank God for
her presence in my life.
My friend grew up in an isolated, fly-in only community in the
northwestern part of Ontario. Her first language is Oji-Cree, she
comes from a family of spiritual leaders. I grew up in southern
Ontario and have only ever spoken English (much to my dismay). We
became friends when I moved to Kenora, Ontario and took a position
with the Anglican Church there.
I worked with the church communities that wanted to deepen their
skills for teaching children about our faith. My friend asked me to
come north and do a weekend workshop on Christian Education with
them. We all gathered in the big room of the Mission House and sat
around the tables. My friend introduced me and said in my honour
they would only speak English so that I wouldn't feel left out of the
conversation.
This was her second gift to me – a gift of belonging and welcoming.
Loving God, may we be open to receiving the gift of love that
comes with your son Jesus. Amen.
Fiona Brownlee (Anglican)
On Eagle’s Wings Publications Volunteer
Wetaskiwin, Alberta
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What Others are Saying …
In the North
Right on! The parents are really happy to have On Eagle’s Wings Bible
Camp here. Even a month after camp, the kids sing the songs they learned
when they’re out playing. It really lifts their spirits to sing praises together.
We are so grateful.
- Geela, Grise Fiord, Nunavut.
Could we use your Bible Camp materials in our Sunday School?
- Rachel, Inuvik, Northwest Territories
Thank you for coming back. You make a difference in our kids’ lives.
- Community leader, northern Saskatchewan
Children at Bible Camp
You don't have cool stuff, you have fun stuff!
- Bethany, a child at Bible Camp as she discovered that exploring Bible
stories at camp was enjoyable, even without her iPad and video games!
Is there Bible Camp on Saturday?
- A northern child who did not want Bible Camp to end
Volunteers
I loved just being with the kids and their families. To spend time and talk
with them was a real privilege. Their hospitality impressed me. Wow! Talk
about going out of their way to make us feel welcome!
- Shawn, volunteer Bible Camp teacher in northern Alberta.
It felt good to be back in Behchoko—a place that has become our northern
home—and I am overwhelmed with happiness to see the people I have
grown to love so much over the years.
- Susan, volunteer Bible Camp teacher in Behchoko for 10 years.
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Saturday, December 23

Christ Has Come
LORD our God. … There is good news for the city of Zion. Shout it
as loud as you can from the highest mountain. Don’t be afraid to
shout to the towns of Judah, “Your God is here!”
Isaiah 40:3, 9 (CEV)
On the evening before I was going to prepare this devotion, I was
called by my lay minister in Ulukhaktok. A long-time lay leader and
community elder had passed away. All previous thoughts flew from
my mind as I considered him and, equally, his family.
The skies, in my mind, began to turn grey. And yet, reflecting on this
man’s life and ministry, I was reminded of “the hope to which [God]
has called” us all and “the riches of his glorious inheritance in the
saints.” This after all is the reason for Christ’s coming, to pronounce
God’s mercy, forgiveness and his Love, available to all who would
call upon his name. Christ has come, as Emmanuel, God-with-us, to
bring us comfort and encouragement in our times of need and stress,
to be for us the Word of God for us in all of life’s situations.
My friend, the elder, spent a great many years of his life living out
that love and encouragement towards the people of his community
and towards the clergy who were sent to them. He shared their lives,
he protected them when necessary, provided for them as he could; he
took to heart the words of Isaiah 40, which speak of the Christ. May
this season of hope be one where we live the message of the prophet
Isaiah: Encourage my people! Give them comfort. … Clear a path in
the desert!
Holy God of our Lord Jesus Christ, Glorious Father: I pray that
you would give to all the Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation, so that
they may know you better. I pray also that the eyes of their
hearts may be enlightened in order that they may know the hope
to which you have called them, the riches of your glorious
inheritance in the saints and your incomparably great power for
us who believe. Amen.
(Eph. 1:17-19, modified)
Rev. Paul Williams (Anglican)
Pastor of St Andrew’s Anglican Church
Kugluktuk, Nunavut
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Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 24 (morning)

Silent Night – Wonderful Night
This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and
only son into the world that we might live through him.
1 John 4:9 (NIV)
Suddenly snippets of lyrics, hymns or songs will pop into my
head and I am scurrying to the many “sources” available to find
the rest of the words and music. Times change, years pass, people
come and go, but through it all, some things are still held
constant. The words of Silent Night were written by Joseph Mohr
in 1818. The music was written by Franz Grüber, Mohr’s
schoolfriend. Can you even imagine how many times this song
has been sung through the years in many, many languages since
it first appeared?
When I lived in the high Arctic years ago we sang it in Inuktitut
(language of the Inuit) during the Christmas services. I asked a
friend to tell me a translation of the Inuktitut words. It was
beautiful, but not exactly a direct translation of the English
words. Here is what he said: “Wonderful night, baby Jesus now
comes to us, from up there to our little world, wanting to save us.
Wonderful night, a great light. Greater than all the stars. You
give us great joy. Always shine on us.”
What a prayer to remember not just at Christmas but for every
day. The congregation of my “down south” church now sings it
in Inuktitut with me each Christmas. We sing it, knowing that
others around the world are singing it too because of our faith
and trust in God’s word, because of our hope of salvation and
because of our love of Jesus.
Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of your Son. We pray
for wisdom and guidance through your holy Word, seeking
only to serve you as “Thy will be done on earth”. Amen
Terry Jesudason (Salvation Army)
Former On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member
Trail, British Columbia
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Christmas Eve, December 24

When the Snow Comes
The Lord has saved us! Let’s celebrate. We waited and hoped – now
our God is here.
Isaiah 25( (CEV)
On this hot July day, we were visiting elders in Ft. Chipewyan and
offering them handmade prayer shawls. All were touched and
delighted by the thoughtful gift. Created by loving hands, the
beautiful shawls were a potent reminder of God’s presence with the
elders. They were a symbol of the unbounded relationship between
us as brothers and sisters in Christ.
The gift of the shawls and the love in which they were made and
given was cause for joy and celebration. And yet, to experience the
fullness of the gift as protection from the cold, dark winter days, the
elders had to wait until the snow comes. There was a sense in which
the giving and receiving of the shawls were preparation for the full
benefit of the gift, still several months away.
It is in that waiting and anticipation that the shawls reminded me of
Advent. Jesus, Emmanuel, the gift of God with us has come!
Salvation is here! God has saved us from the darkness of separation
from him, and brought us into his presence. So, we look for his
presence among us in the gift of each other. We celebrate the inbreaking of his Kingdom – glimpses of the life of heaven – whenever
and wherever God’s love is made known.
And yet, like the elders who wait for the snow to come, we also wait,
for we know that fullness of life in God’s Kingdom, the realization of
the entirety of God’s promise is still to come. Therefore, as we
celebrate that God has come among us and saved us, let us also hold
on to the hope that Jesus will come again.
Amen! Come Lord Jesus! Thank you, Lord, for fulfilling your
promise of everlasting life for all who believe in you. As we
celebrate your coming, keep us faithful and true until you come
again. We pray this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.
Rev. Lesley Hand (Anglican)
Executive Director, On Eagle’s Wings
Spruce Grove, Alberta
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You Can Help!

Volunteers are the heart and strength of On Eagle’s Wings. When we
work together, we make a difference in the lives of many (including
each other!). Please join together with us. Be part of our family.
PRAY
 give thanks always for God’s continued presence and guidance for
On Eagle’s Wings’ ministry.
 for all volunteers and staff who serve faithfully.
 for safe travel.
 for continued financial support to meet the ongoing needs of
northern ministry.
 for our friends in northern communities.
GIVE
 a special Advent offering to sustain ministry.
 a gift to honour and/or remember a family member or friend with a
offering in the individual’s name.
 in faithful support to On Eagle’s Wings by signing up for monthly
withdrawals from a bank account or credit card.
 airline miles/points for staff and volunteer travel.
 a legacy gift by including On Eagle’s Wings in your will or making us
one of the beneficiaries in a life insurance policy, or retirement
account.
VOLUNTEER
 offer your gifts and expertise to further northern ministry.
 discover new gifts by trying something new.
 there are many different ways to volunteer: mailings, office work,
intercessory prayer, publications, social media, website, Governing
Board, monthly devotions, hospitality, maintenance, curriculum, art,
… to name but a few.
INCLUDE OTHERS
 use On Eagle’s Wings’ Bible Camp and Sunday School curricula for
your church’s children’s ministry.
 invite us to visit and speak at your church or group.
 share these Advent Reflections with family and friends.
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A Symbol of Ministry
The inspiring logo was designed and
painted as a gift to On Eagle’s Wings from
First Nations artist, Archie Beaulieu. It is
Archie’s response to the powerful words
of Isaiah, “Those who hope in the Lord
will renew their strength. They will soar
on wings like eagles.” It also reflects the
land, animals and people of the North.
The eagle is highly respected by all cultures and by people
everywhere as a symbol of strength and vision. For many
aboriginal people the eagle is a messenger of the Creator.
Within the eagle Archie has included other animals of his land
and culture. A northern family stands at the foot of the cross,
the symbol of new life for all God’s people.
Meet the On Eagle’s Wings
Governing Board

Marcia Baker

Blue Ridge Summit,
PA

George Jason
Ponoka, AB

Jen Canipe

Harrisburg, NC

Lois Graff

Huntsville, AL

Cliff Horton

Stony Plain, AB

Martina Norwegian Rev. Katie Russell Ross Whitelaw
Ft. Simpson, NT

Follow us on:

Sioux Center, IA

Smoky Lake, AB.
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Those who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles.
Isaiah 40:31

MISSION STATEMENT
On Eagle’s Wings is an ecumenical Christian
ministry that proclaims Jesus Christ and serves the
Church and individuals in remote and isolated
areas of northern Canada.

On Eagle’s Wings
Katzman Centre
10072 164 Street NW
Edmonton, AB T5P 4Y3

1000 West Main Street
Lansdale, PA 19446-1998

780-440-6594
Toll Free: 1-866-441-6594
oneagleswings.north@gmail.com
Website: www.oneagleswingsnorth.org
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