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Again this year, as in all the years of the On Eagle’s Wings Advent
Reflection publications, Mike Lee surprises and inspires! Look at the
cover artwork. Can you imagine walking out into the bitter winter
cold and 24 hour darkness of the Arctic Tundra? But this family is
doing that. They obviously have a goal for their expedition. What
determination. What willingness to respond to the undertaking. This northern interpretation of the scripture, “Don’t be afraid”, invites us as readers to enter the unknown.
What could possibly hold us back from this quest?
Like faithful people taking an unsure journey and sometimes a fearful one, we too
learn to trust our Creator.
Thank you Mike for your commitment to open us to scripture and new possibilities in
our understanding!
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Dear Friends,
‘But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid….” Luke 2:10a CEV
Together at this time of year, as Christians in the North and the South we
stop. We stop to reflect and to hear once more what the angel said to the
weary shepherds. “Don’t be afraid!”
Once we recognize there is nothing to fear we are open to an invitation. The
invitation is to come, discover and rediscover the Christ Child. We are
aboriginal and non-aboriginal people, northerners, southerners, and
Christians from varied faith expressions. Although living in urban, rural and
remote areas we are held together because of Jesus and walk together as
God’s children.
The 2014 Advent Reflections is our gift to you. It provides opportunities to
learn through scripture and stories. A third of the writers live in the northern
ministry areas served by On Eagle’s Wings. Other authors reside in
southern Canada, the United States and the Netherlands. What binds these
stories together is the celebration of the Christ Child.
Like many individuals of the On Eagle’s Wings family, Steve Meysing, a
former board member and Bible Camp volunteer has realized:
“On Eagle’s Wings is all about what God can do, is doing, and is yet to do,
when we open ourselves to God’s gracious providing and guidance.”
Because of God’s gracious invitation we, along with Steve, acknowledge
his gift of a northern call to mutually “walk” and “serve” together.

Come join us!

3

Sunday, November 30
We Have Faith … and a Back-Up Plan!
Those of steadfast mind you keep in peace – in peace because they trust in you.
Trust in the Lord forever, for in the Lord God you have an everlasting rock.
Isaiah 26:3-4 NRSV
I was so excited about returning to lead camp at a community I loved. It would be
a time to renew old friendships and there would be lots of children. But right from
the outset, nothing went as planned. Absolutely nothing! Deep down, an unspoken
fear of everything collapsing nagged at me even as, obstacle after obstacle, I
voiced a prayer and hoped that plans would work out.
My heart sank as I finally phoned my team and friends in the community to let
them know that, at the last minute, arrangements had indeed fallen through.
Excitement plummeted to disappointment. Yet, even as I contemplated everything
to be done to cancel the camp, I wanted to inspire confidence that something
would work out. We continued our planning – and prayed an “emergency” prayer:
“Lord, whom can we call who will organize a camp at very short notice?”
Two names came to mind; I called the first. Within twenty four hours, Connie had
made all the local arrangements. Camp was on and we were overjoyed! “We have
faith … and a back-up plan!” soon became our motto for the week, as a four hour
drive turned into a 2-day road trip…as we drove south rather than north…as we
went to a tiny community rather than a large one. One after the other of our
carefully laid plans were kyboshed as God took us in a completely different
direction.
But always, as we followed, anxiousness was transformed into laughter and fear
into peace as we learned to let go of our Plan A’s and trust in the back-up plans
that God had so clearly orchestrated. Yes, we had faith…and a back-up plan!
This Advent let us all have faith and a back-up plan as we anticipate the coming of
our Lord, trusting Him to guide us in the way of peace.
Eternal God, you call us to walk in faith, trusting you with the details of our
lives. Thank you for the gift of your Spirit, guiding us in the way of truth and
faithfulness as you close doors that none can open, and open those that none
can shut. May we always be willing to follow the example of your Son, Our
Lord Jesus Christ, who walked among us in obedience to your will and in
loving care of those to whom you sent Him. In His name we pray. Amen.
Rev. Lesley Hand
On Eagle’s Wings Co-Director
Spruce Grove, Alberta
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Monday, December 1
No Room at the Inn?
“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.”
Luke 2:7 NRSV
There are many travelers who make their way to Yellowknife throughout the
course of the year. Gaggles of tourists come from far off to bask in the amazing
aurora borealis – the northern lights that seem to dance and play in the night sky.
People come to check out this unique mining town turned city in the middle of
nowhere, not because of an imperial decree, although there should be one!

Others come to the capital from “down south” or from various outlying
communities within the Northwest Territories and Nunuvut for a variety of reasons.
Some come for work, or to see family. Some come and cannot go back.
In my work here in Yellowknife, I have seen many people who have come only to
find that there is no place for them at the inn. Nowhere to stay, no place where
they are welcomed into, no space to occupy that is warm, private and safe. Many
sleep in doorways and stairwells at night to escape the cold. Some seek comfort in
an addiction, or warmth for a night in an unwelcomed bed.
I wonder what it was like for Mary and Joseph to travel all the way to Bethlehem
only to find no place for them to stay when they got there. Tired from the journey
and extremely pregnant, Mary gives birth not in a hospital or at a fancy hotel, but
in a stable. The savior of the world is born into the world in a place of last resort –
of inadequate welcome.
And yet the space in which he is born does matter. t reminds us that there is no
space, or place where God does not seek to be present in our world. Rather, God
breaks in and dwells with us – all of us. This is part of God’s radical welcome in
Jesus. There is always room in his love for all people, no matter where they come
from.
Gracious God, we give you thanks that you are a God who is revealed in
unexpected places and people. During this season of Advent, make room in
our hearts for you and our neighbour. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
Rev. Kirk Tastad
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member, Canada
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
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Tuesday, December 2
The Real Gift
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you. Ephesians 4:32 NIV
I remember the first Christmas I spent alone. I was in university and living in
northern Ontario. I was feeling sorry for myself and decided that I just couldn’t
wake up Christmas morning with nothing to do all day. So I decided to volunteer
at the local soup kitchen.
My job was to hand out the gifts to the children. Just before we opened our
doors, a group of senior women arrived with boxes of homemade knitted
scarves, mitts, and hat sets. They hoped there would be one for each child that
came for Christmas dinner. The first two children that received their set of
knitting were so excited they ran back to their parents and put the items on with
much smiling and laughter. I had to go get them to come back for what was
actually their “gift” – that is one of the donated toys. I thought how sweet these
children were with their excitement, how unique. But they weren’t that unique
after all. Almost every child who received their knitted set was so overjoyed
they took off before they got their “real” gift.
I was humbled by their enthusiasm. When was the last time I was that excited to
get something so small? I decided that the children, while enjoying the idea of
being warm, must have been able to feel the love with which those gifts were
made. When their hands touched the wool of these items, I wondered, did they
sense that these were painstakingly and loving made with them in mind? Even
though they did not see who made these for them, I like to think so. This is the
same way that we feel God’s love for us even though we cannot see Him.
Dear Lord, help us to remember the true meaning of giving this year. To
give of ourselves and to give love, kindness and warmth to all we meet, not
just our family and our friends. And please give a special blessing to all
those who will be alone this Christmas. Amen.
Cath Maginel
Pastoral Lay Leader
Fort Nelson, British Columbia
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Wednesday, December 3

Eager for Bible Camp and God
But, brothers and sisters, when we were orphaned by being separated from you for a short
time (in person, not in thought), out of our intense longing we made every effort to see you.
1 Thessalonians 2:17 NIV

My first venture of doing an On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp was in Tuktoyaktuk
four years ago. Being youthful and prepared to do all the physical activities
required was a blessing, even if it meant playing with the children ALL day long.
With 24 hours of light, children are often up till the wee hours of the morning,
playing and joining in on community events. Expecting to see the children
rambunctious and wide eyed at 8am in the morning was never a concern.
Nevertheless, when we started our daily sessions early afternoon, there were
always children banging on the door or tapping the windows at 10am at Bible
Camp. They were excited to have us share stories from the Bible, do arts and
crafts with them, and play outdoors for most of the afternoons. This often
included giving piggyback rides, climbing up coastal rocks to watch the greys of
the Arctic Ocean, and joining in evening community gatherings at the local town
hall.
The eagerness of these children reminded me of the eagerness the shepherds and
wise men had to see baby Jesus. Despite not having met the children before, they
knew that we were happy to be their friends, showering them with kindness and
love. Jesus had these same qualities. The shepherds and wise men knew that
Jesus was going to bring change, treating them with love, kindness and respect.
The children were eager for us daily.
As I reflect upon their actions, I think that we too should wake up daily eager for
God and His plans for us. Let’s not just be eager for Christmas alone but instead
every day. We will never know what God has planned for us, but I believe if we
anticipate eagerly in faith and have trust in God, He will be there with us to give
us the piggy backs we need, to hold us with every crash of the wave that comes,
and to rejoice with us in our communities.
Dear Jesus, as we eagerly await for your arrival this Christmas, help us not
forget that we should never cease to be excited about your love and what you
have to offer us. Teach us ways to learn how to look for you everywhere and
at anytime, everyday desiring more for your plans for us. Lead us into
another year of unceasing adventure of anticipation with your grace and
blessings. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Tisha Raj
On Eagle’s Wings Previous Staff Member and Bible Camp Volunteer
Edmonton, Alberta
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Thursday, December 4
The Shepherd’s Crook
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks at night. Luke 2:8 NIV
My friend John's son, Tim, was to play the part of a shepherd in the Christmas
pageant, so John gave him a Scottish shepherd's crook he had received as a gift
a few years before to use in the play. Later, John said to me semi-seriously, "If
you ever become a bishop I'll give you this crook." A year later, when I was
consecrated a bishop in the Diocese of the Arctic, the crook was presented to
me to use in my ministry. I have cherished and used it on many occasions
since.
As the season approaches, we think again of the shepherds in the field on the
night of that first Christmas. They were of the lowest social class in Palestine
at the time of Jesus, looked down upon by all their own Jewish country people,
yet it was to them that God chose to reveal the good news (the Gospel) of the
birth of His Son. When they heard the angelic message they hurried of to nearby Bethlehem and found the Saviour of the world, the King of all kings, born
not in a grand palace but in a humble stable; they bowed down and worshipped
him. Then they returned to their flocks rejoicing and telling all who wished to
listen what they had seen and heard of the birth of the promised Messiah.
My shepherd's crook reminds me of my ministry to care for the flock entrusted
to my care by the Church in the name of the one who was himself the good
shepherd who gave His life for His sheep. It reminds us all of our duty to tell
all who are willing to hear the good news of the birth, death and resurrection of
our Lord Jesus who died for the forgiveness of our sins and gave us the gift of
eternal life. This is the time of the year when people's ears, minds and hearts
are open more than at any other time. Let us not neglect this responsibility laid
upon us!
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. Heavenly Father, keep me
always in Your care and lead me in the paths of righteousness, for Your
Name’s sake. Amen.
Bishop Chris Williams
Fourth Anglican Bishop of the Arctic
Previous On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member, Canada
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
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Friday, December 5
Love Chases Out Fear
A real love for others will chase those worries away. The thought of being
punished is what makes us afraid. It shows that we have not really learned to
love. 1 John 4:18 CEV
In my day job as an adult educator, I meet people whose lives are ruled by fear.
One lady frequently recounts how, as a child in school, she would be painfully
punished for giving an incorrect answer. Even though I assure her that will never
happen here, her former experience is still a formidable barrier to resuming her
education. When she gets stuck on an error and I show her where to start again,
she will apologize profusely, “Sorry! Sorry!” Her fear of making an error keeps
her from the joy of learning through experience.
Many of us may have been taught to be afraid of God with a similar harshness.
Our teachers and preachers thundered graphic descriptions about how God will
bring terrible judgments and punishment on wicked people. We are afraid to have
anything to do with God. 1 John 4:17-18 tells us, “A real love for others will
chase those worries away” but our fear blocks us from the joy of loving others.
The angels had to tell the shepherds “Don’t be afraid!” before they could hear the
good news that Jesus had been born. God is saying “Don’t be afraid” to us too.
Jesus came to bring forgiveness, to make us friends again with God. God LIKES
us! He wants us to be free to come to Him, to talk to Him, and, not run away from
Him in fear.
Thank you God for the Good News that you are not angry with us. We may
have done terrible things, but you invite us to experience your forgiveness
instead of judgment. Help us to show love and kindness to the imperfect
people around us, so we can truly know what it means that you love us.
Amen.
Jim Stauffer
Community Adult Educator, Aurora College
Board member of Northern Canada Evangelical Mission
Wha Ti, Northwest Territories
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Saturday, December 6
Behold, I Am With You
Your descendants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the
west and to east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed
through you and your offspring. Genesis 28:14 NIV
Advent can mean many things to many people, like most other church
celebrations throughout the year. It can be a simple understanding or it can take a
while to interpret the meaning or it can be an “ah ha” spiritual moment. I’ve come
to the conclusion that it is the spirit of “waiting, anticipating, expecting” that
sends this message of something about to happen. This spirit of understanding
changes as I grow older, as my search of the meaning grows deeper, and my
fellowship with others help me along the way. The ministry of On Eagle’s Wings
gives us the opportunity to hear God’s message together. With our northern and
southern brothers and sisters we “wait” for the coming of Jesus, “anticipate” the
good news that will be shared, and “expect” to feel the love of God together. The
fellowship of On Eagle’s Wings is present in the sharing of stories, the voices in
song, and the young and old working to understand the meaning of God in our
lives.
It is through “fellowship” we step out and share, as we do in Bible study.
Faithfully every Thursday in Fort Simpson, we gather at a couple of dear friends’
home. These are treasured times, compared only to resting in an oasis of peace
when circumstances leave you frazzled. Just like Jacob, I’ve often gone away
from these times together thinking, “surely the Lord is in this place and I was not
aware of it.” How awesome it is to be enlightened and to understand what it
means when the Lord said.... I am with you and will watch over you wherever you
go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done
what I have promised you. Genesis 28:15 (NIV)
Heavenly Father, thank you for making things anew daily. Thank you for the
blessings and the strength to embrace the challenges that can be so
unbearable at times. It is through your promises and each other that we
continue to spread the good news. Amen.
Martina Norwegian
On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member, Canada
Fort Simpson, Northwest Territories
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Sunday, December 7
Set Aside Your Fears
"...what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and
to walk humbly with your God?" Micah 6:8 NRSV
We hear it all the time. “What are you afraid of? Why don't you just get over it?
What is holding you back?” We have all been afraid. Afraid to try something
new. Afraid that we won't get it right. Afraid that we won't be heard when we tell
our story. Then we hear another voice, God's gentle voice, saying, “Don't be
afraid. I am here. You are not alone.”
I remember the first time I went to a northern community, a First Nations
community. I remember how afraid I was. Afraid that I would say something
wrong, that I would be judged because I am a settler, or that I wouldn't be able to
hear the hard stories that might be shared. This fear was almost crippling.
Then I thought about that passage from Micah about justice, kindness and
walking humbly with God. I had been invited to that community because I was
working on doing justice in the church and for the church. I wanted to hear the
stories even if they did make me uncomfortable. If I did listen humbly and with
kindness, I would be able to hear their stories and not be afraid. I would be able
to hear and have those stories change me from someone fearful to someone with
compassion and courage. I was able to hear God's voice in those stories telling
me to not be afraid of the truth, to not be afraid of the journey of reconciliation,
to not be afraid of strengthening relationships.
During Advent we get a time that is set aside. A time for hearing God's call to
us. A time that calls us out of our fears to see where God is calling us to do
justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly in the way of our Saviour. We have
a time that calls us to become filled with God's love for all people and the whole
world.
Holy One who calls us to do justice, love kindness and to walk humbly with
you, assist us to set aside our fears, to open our hearts to reconciling
relationships, to become filled with your love, and to walk with each other
through this time of Advent. Amen.
Fiona Brownlee
Indigenous Ministry Initiative – Rural Parishes Liaision, Anglican Diocese of
Edmonton
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Curriculum Support
Wetaskiwin, Alberta
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Monday, December 8
Past, Present, and Future of Jesus’ Coming
And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to
rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” May the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:12-13 NIV
I take this time to remember people who were influential in making my faith
stronger. It is a time to remember what is important to us and to be comforted by
knowing Christ is with us always. As Pope Francis tweeted, “Our deepest joy
comes from Christ: remaining with, walking with him, being his disciples.”

Father Pochat is one of those influential people in my life. He was born in France,
but spent nearly 60 years in the Northwest Territories, until his passing on
November 28, 2010 – nearly four years ago. Father Pochat was a disciple of Christ,
and by remaining with and walking with Christ, he created and prepared a
community, made up of the past, present, and future disciples of Christ.
Father Pochat was also an example of peace; because of that I am at peace with
myself. I know my faith is stronger, and I walk with Christ today and in the future,
thanks to Father’s dedication to Christ.
I remember to take this time to keep in mind that the season of Advent is a time for
hope, preparation, joy, and love.
Lord, may I be generous with others from the richness You have shared with
me through Your goodness. Amen.
Giselle Marion
On Eagle’s Wings Supporter and Friend
Behchoko, Northwest Territories
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Tuesday, December 9
Preparing a Great Celebration!
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of
Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose
origins are from of old, from ancient times.” Micah 5:2 NIV
Each year, as we prepare for Christmas there is an incredible truth - God
prepared for that first Christmas so many years ago. God’s preparations are laid
out for us in Holy Scripture. Starting with this reading from Micah, we can see
how the plan was laid in ancient times. It was prepared for from the beginning.
Talking with people around the North, our planning for Christmas starts early
too. Not as early as that first Christmas, but earlier in the year. We are making
sure that presents are ordered and delivered on time. We are planning a menu
and making sure we have a well stocked pantry. And for some, Christmas trees
don’t grow outside! We prepare, we plan, and we get ready for this joyous
celebration.
God’s planning. God’s preparation. God's participation in our Christmas is
something so incredible. Our Heavenly Father planned to use Bethlehem, that
little town - that nowhere place, for such an incredible story to unfold.
The story takes place in a little small community. It is a setting that many of us
in the North can relate to. It is on the road to Jerusalem, but not more than a pit
stop. And God stopped there, along with Joseph, Mary, the shepherds, and the
angels. He stopped in Bethlehem to bring God’s gift of salvation to us all.
I love Advent because it gives me time and space to enter into God's story. Not
only to make my home ready, to make my heart ready as Jesus can be born in it
again this year. We should give great thought, planning, and preparation to our
Christmas celebration. That’s what God did when he planned Christmas so
many years ago.
May we pray,
Heavenly Father, we can be distracted by so many things in our world - the
bright lights, the lure of the city, the busy-ness of life. At this time we ask
for your leading, that we may fully prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth. Draw
our plans into yours, that our celebration may be a reflection of your great
heavenly banquet. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Rev. David Lehmann
Founding Member, On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member, Canada
Previous On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
Fort Smith, Northwest Territories
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Wednesday, December 10
Keeping the Course with Faith
After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead
of him to every town and place where he was about to go. Luke 10:1b NIV
I am the founding president and the first chair of the board of On Eagle’s Wings,
and now well into my retirement. Some people imagine that retirement is like
being constantly on a full service cruise. Faith does not work that way. I hope I am
not insulting anybody by debunking a notion of comfortable full service
Christianity. Faith is always on a mission. Jesus sent His disciples to the world.
He gave them a direction and told them to go.
In October of 1998, a small group gathered in a coffee room of Holy Spirit
Lutheran Church in Edmonton. Pastor Lee Berry had started a wonderful
ecumenical ministry in the Northwest Territories that was about to be dropped.
We had a vision of trying to make it continue. That October we did not see much
road ahead of us, but we had a definite direction. We started praying and planning
and praying some more because God had given us this opportunity to serve. On
Eagle’s Wings did not even have a name yet, but it was an idea and a vision to
follow. Surely there were many distractions and difficulties and even nay-sayers
but the vision led us on, and what followed was hardly short of a miracle.
Running a mission is often like driving in the middle of distractions, yet refusing
to be distracted. On Eagle’s Wings mission needs to keep the course while
listening and learning to serve the ever changing North. I invite you to pray with
me for strength for On Eagle’s Wings’ volunteers, donors and staff, and much
wisdom for the Governing Board of Directors.
Dear Lord, bless the ministry of On Eagle’s Wings. Help all On Eagle’s Wings
family to be inspired by your love and to be eager to spread it abundantly.
Amen.
Rev. Kari Valanne
Founding President On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board Member, Canada
Bancroft, Ontario

14

Thursday, December 11
Are You Ready?
The shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.”
Luke 2:15b NRSV
The student leader tapped out a beat then gave the cue, “Ready, set, go!”
Together the band played, and their preparations made it all come together in
beautiful harmony. We were there with Jean’s parents to hear her play. We knew
that she was excited to do well. Jean was a percussionist, and she was to be told
what instrument she would play just before the concert began. This meant that
she had to be ready to play whatever instrument or part she was assigned. She
and the other students had spent hours getting ready for this evening.
This reminded us of the way in which God works in our lives: we don’t always
know what part the Holy Spirit is going to ask us to play. It was true for Jean as
she knew with confidence that God would help her. It is also true for us. We can
be certain that God will help us to be ready, to get set for doing God’s work, and
to go to new places to see God’s love come alive. Are you ready to hope? To
ready ourselves might mean for us to always have God in mind - each day being
open to the Spirit’s direction. Are you ready to trust? Love will come, perhaps
when we least expect it - maybe even in the darkest night of a cold winter. Don’t
be afraid - for love has come in the flesh of a child. Are you ready to love? Let
us follow Jesus in such a way that we are ready to be a part of God’s handiwork,
God’s love. Are you ready to serve? Ready, set, go!
God of grace, you come to us to prepare our hearts to see your love for us.
Be with us, both night and day, and use us to bring the good news to
everyone. Help us to be ready for you. Amen.
The Rev. Jeff & Karla May
Parents of the On Eagle’s Wings Diaconal Minister, Melissa May
Jerome, Virginia
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Friday, December 12
Remember to Look Down
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. Luke 2:9 NRSV
For as long as I can remember I have been afraid of heights. I’m not sure when or
why I developed this fear; I only know that I can hardly climb up three steps on a
ladder or ride in a glass elevator, and my palms begin to sweat, I get nervous (even
giddy) and I need to plant my feet back on solid ground as soon as possible. It can
be quite embarrassing sometimes.
The thing about fear is that you can’t just will it away saying, “Today I won’t be
afraid of heights.” I can try to fool myself with all kinds of mind games, but the
instant I look out an airplane window or walk along the edge of a cliff, the feelings,
the nerves, the sweating begins again, and I am back to my old, terrified self.
I wonder if the shepherds knew that they were angel-phobic before the night they
were visited in their fields. The gospel tells us that they were terrified by the
encounter. Some commentators interpret this terror to mean that they were in awe
before the glory of the Lord – the kind of sensation that you might have before an
extraordinary display of the Northern Lights. But I can imagine that the angel and
the glory scared the bejesus out of them (sorry for the pun). That fear could hardly
have been made better by hearing the angel say to them, “Do not be afraid,” when
accompanied by a heavenly host singing, “Glory to God in the highest!” (It’s a bit
like telling someone who’s afraid of heights, “Just don’t look down.” Yeah, right!)
Looking down, however, is precisely what they had to do to see the baby laying in
the manger. Their brief encounter with Jesus freed them from their fears and they
returned home glorifying and praising God.
Lord Jesus, you know our weaknesses, our fears and our failings. Help us not
to be carried away by these things but to be emboldened by you in all that we
do. Prepare our hearts for the day when we will look upon you face to face,
and keep us in your love throughout this Advent season and always. Amen.

Julien Hammond
Ecumenical Officer – Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Edmonton
Edmonton, Alberta
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Saturday, December 13
Do Not Be Afraid
So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.
Isaiah 41:10 NIV
This is what the shepherds heard as they guarded their sheep that night, long ago.
My first reaction had always been: that is easier said than done, dear angels! I
imagined myself as a small shepherd, lying asleep next to my favourite little lamb,
keeping me warm and feeling safe. I would have jumped for fear if I had been
woken up by light and song! But this did not happen to me; I have not been afraid
for a long time!

Well, that’s not entirely true: it happened last summer...
I had finished school for the summer and was preparing for my trip to Canada, to
visit a friend and to volunteer in Yellowknife for a week. The next few days I
spent getting ready. All was well, until I was struck by a terrible, unfamiliar fear.
My family tried to reassure me, but the feeling stayed for two whole days – and I
even pondered the idea of cancelling the whole trip. On the day before my
departure, it had gone; I felt calm and certain I could deal with any difficulty that
would come along.
Looking back on this wonderful experience, I am grateful for the opportunity to
work as an On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp volunteer. For a week I spent time at
the Side Door Youth Centre, with 25-30 children and their staff. We sang, prayed,
did crafts and performed bible stories together; it felt like I had been there for
years instead of days. To be taken in by a host family, asked to dinner by total
strangers - was incredible! I know now that at the other side of the world is a place
where I was welcomed so heartily, even though I was a stranger. Would that have
been the same had it been the other way around? I don’t know, and I hope I will
be able make the difference. I pray I will.
Last year, Pope Francis said in this homily at Midnight Mass for the Solemnity of
the Birth of the Lord on December 24th at St. Peter’s Square:
To us the Lord repeats: “Do not be afraid!” (Luke 2:10). As the angels said to
the shepherds: “Do not be afraid!” And I also repeat to all of you: Do not be
afraid! Our Father is patient, he loves us, he gives us Jesus to guide us on the
way which leads to the promised land. Jesus is the light who brightens the
darkness. He is mercy: our Father always forgives us. He is our peace. Amen.
Annemarie Emmen
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
Cuijk, Noord-Brabant, Netherlands
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Ministry Areas



Northwest Territories



Nunavut / Nunavik



Northern Alberta / Saskatchewan



Northern Ontario / Quebec
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Whenever two or three of you come together in my name, I am there with you.
Matthew 18:20 CEV

Office Support

Eric Mitchell
Katzman Centre
Janitor

David and Susan Weber
United States
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Diaconal Minister
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Curriculum
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and Editor
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Sunday, December 14
God Makes Us Brave!
God’s Spirit doesn’t make cowards out of us. The Spirit gives us power, love and
self-control. 2 Timothy 1:7 NIV
Traveling in the North the summer of 2014 often involved traveling through
clouds of smoke. Our team encountered smoke clouds as we flew into Wha’ti.
The airplane suddenly filled with the smell of smoke. Nothing could be seen out
of the windows but smoke. Our pilot, Jack, had to circle the area where he
thought the runway was several times before finally seeing it clearly enough to
land.

Once in the community, we were warned that several bears and wolves had been
spotted in town, forced out of the forest because of the fires. We were also told to
stay inside as much as possible, to keep the windows and doors closed and to
drink plenty of water.
Looking back, we realized that through all the potentially frightening flying
conditions and scary conditions in the community, we forgot to be afraid! Our
confidence in our pilot and in others in the community helped us to be brave. We
were able to concentrate on sharing God’s love with the children. When some of
the children became afraid of the low-flying water bombers over our Bible camp
site, we were able to show courage and confidence in God’s care.
During Advent, we think of the tremendous courage that Mary shows as she
carries the coming Saviour. The angel tells her not to be afraid, for God is with
her! With God, she can be brave. We hear the Advent message to not be afraid,
God is with us! We are brave, too.
Dear God, you gave Mary the courage to be the mother of Jesus. Give us
courage to carry Jesus everywhere we go. Help us to not be afraid, for you
are with us. Amen.
Jan Davis
Associate in Ministry, St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church
On Eagle’s Wings Curriculum Support
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
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So You Want to Volunteer at Bible Camp!
Volunteering to teach Bible Camp
in the North with
On Eagle’s Wings provides a
unique opportunity to share God’s
love and build relationships with
our northern brothers and sisters.
Contact us. We are excited about
the possibility of engaging more
volunteers to walk with the people
of the North.
1-866-441-6594 or 780-440-6594

For many, being at Bible Camp is the
definitive volunteer experience in the
North as David and Anita from Omaha,
Nebraska express.
“It was where we needed to be. It was
humbling and honouring to try to rearticulate the Gospel. We grew through
this effort.”
Volunteers are appreciated!
Sister Fay in Tuktoyaktuk says:
“You make faith fun...It’s all
making little patches of God’s
family so welcome and encouraged,
and loved, that it brings such joy to
the families.”
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Monday, December 15
Good News of Great Joy for All People
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am brining you good
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. Luke 2:10-11 NRSV
This summer in Yellowknife, my teammate Annemarie and I were teaching at a
Bible Camp. Some of the kids who came regularly had already benefited from
previous Bible School-style songs, activities, and Bible stories earlier that
summer, and it was tempting to think, “This is Yellowknife—there are lots of
churches here, and many Christian programs. These kids know the Bible
already.”
I was somewhat correct, but it as where I was wrong that I learned something. On
the third day of our curriculum this year, we talked about the story of Jesus’ birth,
of the wise men who bore gifts and followed the star to the place where Jesus,
God’s Son, was born in a manger. “Of course, you know this story already,”
Annemarie said to the children, and many of them nodded their heads and added
in details they remembered about shepherds and angels and stars.
But from the front of the crowd of children, one boy said, “I don’t.” I felt surprise
and astonishment that this boy had missed the opportunity so far in his life to hear
the story of Jesus’ birth. Then I felt joy, because we had the privilege of sharing
with a child for the very first time the substance of Christmas behind the
wrapping paper and coloured lights: in great love for humanity, God sent His own
Son Jesus to be with us, to walk among us, teach us, lead us, heal us and save us.
With On Eagle’s Wings’ Bible Camps as in all Christian education, teachers have
the gift of being able to share with children—sometimes for the very first time—
the joy of God’s love in all its wonderful stories. May we treasure this gift and
share it gladly and openly as something that is truly “good news of great joy for
all people,” that Jesus is born to be our Saviour, our Messiah, and our Lofd.
Creator God, we thank you for the blessing of your Son Jesus, and for the
gift of being able to share the good news of his birth and life in our words
and actions. Help us to pass on to all generations the story of Jesus Christ in
creative, loving, and joyful ways, through the inspiration of your Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Melissa May
On Eagle’s Wings Diaconal Minister
Yellowknife, Northwest Territories
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Tuesday, December 16
Come with Me – Do Not Be Afraid
Jesus told Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you will bring in people instead
of fish.” The men pulled their boats up on the shore. Then they left everything and
went with Jesus. Luke 5:10b-11 CEV
I remember in the late ‘70’s being afraid to say, “Yes, I will follow Jesus and give
up the ‘old self.” After much prayer, mediation, and bible study, I made that
decision. From then on it was a road chosen, and many times I fell. However, I
would pick myself up and get back on the road. For narrow was the way, indeed,
yet with God’s strength I hung in there.
I was asked publicly, “When will Youth Group begin?” and at that moment I felt
afraid once again. It had been dormant for a few years, yet I took the step of faith
and said “Yes” it would begin again. That was the start of the St. Thomas Youth
Group. It was a day of many blessings when we were asked to host a group of
young people, who came to our community to paint the old St. Thomas Anglican
Church building.
In preparation for doing God’s work with the youth, it began with much “training”
– the study of God’s Word, prayer, meditation and fasting. Once work began with
the youth, I felt revitalized by their energy and enthusiasm. Even though at times I
would come to the youth group feeling so tired, by the time I left I felt energized.
The second part of Luke 2:10b says, “…I have good news for you, which will
make everyone happy.” What a message we share of the “coming Kingdom of
God”, which will be for ALL people. That work is happening NOW, by doing
work as servants of God. So I look forward to sharing the Good News with the
youth – and more recently, the Teen Group – at every opportunity that arises.
Once again, there was the fear of the unknown, as we will begin with a new age
group. “But, Jesus said to them, “Come with me! I will teach you how to bring in
people instead of fish.”” Matthew 4:19. When God calls us individually will we
answer His calling?
Father in heaven, we pray for your guidance today in the work you have
prepared us for. Thank you for the gifts you have given to each of us that we
now share with others. Bless our families and all the young people in our
communities. This we pray in Jesus’ Mighty Name. Amen.
Trudy Sailor
St. Thomas Anglican Church Youth Leader
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
Moose Factory, Ontario
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Wednesday, December 17
We All Need a Few “Fear Not” Friends
All at once an angel came down to them from the Lord, and the brightness of the
Lord's glory flashed around them. The shepherds were frightened. But the angel
said, "Don't be afraid! I have good news for you… Luke 2:9-10 CEV
Everyone needs someone in their lives to assure them that life is just as it should
be! Especially when they are being invited to step beyond their comfort zone…
When the angels appeared before the shepherds sending the sky into a flutter with
wings, song and bright lights, it definitely got the shepherds’ attention! Can you
imagine the thoughts that raced through their hearts and minds? Even so, the words
“fear not” along with the news that followed gave them a calming and intriguing
reason to proceed, upon invitation, to Bethlehem.
For seven years, I was asked to write the curriculum for teams teaching
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camps in far northern communities. Each time, I felt the
combination of intrigue, humility, and uncertainty that goes with any new
beginning. The On Eagle’s Wings staff would encourage me, but the key
“comforters” were the “come-as-you” children of the North whose smiles
continually relayed a “fear not” assurance that everything was just as it should be!
And so, I made a point of beginning the development of texts and themes each year
while I was still in the North. I knew I could count on finding a needed sense of
security with the people and land that I ultimately served - whether I was sitting on
the dock watching a sunset in Wha’ti, feeling Mary’s drum and dance while
Tommy sang a story in Cambridge Bay, taking a walk within Aklavik, or taking a
delightful step in muddy footprints with little friends along the Mackenzie River.
And, before I left a community, I’d take photos to post them on the wall around my
lap top at home - to continue the assurance of being immersed in that same
welcoming and gracious “fear not” faith community. Real-live, modern day, “Fear
Not” Friends are everywhere; ready, waiting, and heaven sent to urge you on your
way!
Dear God, thank you for intriguing occasions and events in our lives, from
today and Bible times – the ones that make us yearn for your assurance that
life is just as it should be! Keep us on the lookout for “Fear Not” friends that
will draw us into new beginnings with the assurance that you are with us!
Amen.
Miriam “Mim” Campbell
Director for Children and Family
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church
On Eagle’s Wings Curriculum Support and Previous Bible Camp Volunteer
Lakeville, Minnesota
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Thursday, December 18
What Good Have I Done?
But the Angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see—I am bringing you good
news of great joy for all the people. Luke 2:10 NRSV
I have traveled to the North for five years now. It has been more than enough
time for me though, to question why I go there and if I am really doing any good.
I’ve always gone to Behchoko, so I have been able to form a relationship with
some of the kids who remember me. One boy, my favourite (but don’t tell!) has
been in our camp every year. I met him when he was about eight. Over the years,
I’ve met his entire family. He doesn’t come to our sessions much anymore; at 13
he may feel a little old to be there. He did come for a short time again this year
and it was long enough for him to drape his arm around me in a near-manly hug.
It was long enough for me to see that he’s now almost as tall as I. Have I made a
connection?
The priest who is at St. Michael’s Parish listened intently to my fears and
concern. I have expressed concern to anyone who would listen when I tell them
about On Eagle’s Wings. He listened when I told him that I go home afraid that I
did not accomplish anything or wonder what any small child might have learned
about God from me.
Finally, Father Wes looked at me and said, “Stop it. Stop wondering. Just keep
coming and doing what you do. And then, let God do what God does.” On our
last night, two boys who were new to me said, “When are you coming back?”
When I replied that it wouldn’t be until next summer they hugged me and said,
“We’ll really miss you.” I guess God did what God does.
Lord, keep me from being afraid of your work through me. Send your Spirit
to lead me to the places where I’m needed. Strengthen my resolve even in
the light of my insecurity. Let me walk with your children toward you.
Amen.
David Weber
On Eagle’s Wings United States Office Volunteer
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
Lansdale, Pennsylvania
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Friday, December 19

With Christ/Christ With Me in the Storm
“Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.” 1 Peter 5:7 NIV
A northwester was blowing. A cold Christmas Even on the Saskatchewan prairies.
I made a careless decision to head south off the Trans-Canada onto a country
road, leading to the small town where I thought relatives might be gathering to
celebrate the Eve.
Snow drifts forming. Light snow blowing. Over a slight rise and there on the other
side two foot drifts across the road three car lengths long. Hit the gas. Try to go
through.

The Volkswagon, like a toboggan, rode onto the drift. No Traction. Stuck!
Light unlined boots. Dress gloves. Scarf. Wool car coat. No hat. No shovel. I had
come unprepared.
Try pushing with wheels spinning. No luck. Try pushing the snow away by hand.
No luck. Start walking.
First farm a mile down the road. No lights. No smoke from the chimney. No
animals.
Second farm, half mile further. The same, no sign of life. I knelt to tie my shoe. I
was shaking. I prayed. Keep walking.

A mile later. Another farm. Lights. Sounds. I might make it. At the door. It open.
“Merry Christmas!” They saw my distress. “Come in.” They put me to bed for an
hour. Then, “Let’s get some food in you. We’ll go for the car when you’re read.”
What an experience! Afraid? Yes! Freezing? Yes, to my bones. I had played the
fool! Would God be present or even care? Yes!
“Afraid” is not a bad thing unless it captures you. Two things I learned: one,
“Respect mother nature” and two, “I am never alone anywhere.” Christ is present.
Afraid – push on. Hopeful – push on.
In all of life, “Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.” 1 Peter
5:7. Afraid? Yes! Confident? Yes! In Christ! With Christ! In the storm!
God of all our seasons, we thank you that in Christ you are present…always.
Help us to know that and to live what we know…even in our storms. Amen.
Bishop Telmor Sartison
Previous On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board President, Canada
Calgary, Alberta

26

Saturday, December 20
Things Hidden
Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I give you praise, Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the wise and
the learned you have revealed them to the childlike.” Luke10:21-24 NSRV
What are the “things hidden” from the wise and the learned that God reveals to the
childlike? Why does Jesus, filled with the Holy Spirit, rejoice?
I am often struck by the paradox of ministry. I went to the people of the North
this past summer intending to spread the love of Christ. We coloured, sang, told
stories and swam. We took long walks and the children excitedly pointed out
where people lived, told me about animals they had seen and other stories of the
town. We became friends and the last day gathered for a prayer service in the little
church.
The excitement and the anticipation of the children as they walked into the church
were palpable. They rushed reverently around the church, touching the holy water,
gazing at the crucifix, perusing the songbooks. One child read from scripture, and
then another, and another, until all of them had spread the Good News to one
another. At the end of the prayer service, we held hands, everyone smiling as we
prayed the “Our Father”.
“Things hidden” from the wise are the things children know. The world is
mysterious, worthy of exploration and is in God. All of creation groans with God.
The incarnation that happened with the birth of Jesus continues in our everyday
lives as we meet our graced reality with its beauty and pain. The children of the
North ministered to me as they reminded me of this great spiritual truth.
Jesus, please help us to remember to rejoice as children do when they come
to know you. Help us to see the Divine in all of humanity, in our earth, and in
our day to day lives. Help us to seek simple, timeless joys that evince your
presence. Let us recognize there is no “Other”, only the shining face of you.

Nancy Devroy
Co-Director of Campus Ministry
Saint Viator High School
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
Libertyville, Illinois
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Sunday, December 21
The Best Life-Preserver: God
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the
LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.
Deuteronomy 31:6 NIV
The tiny community of Wekweeti sits upon the shores of Snare Lake, providing
several popular swimming spots for the people who live there. One evening the
older children at bible camp asked if I would join them for a swim down by the
dock. Of course I agreed and found myself surrounded by teenagers doing flips
and cannonballs off the dock into the freezing water. As I treaded water, I noticed
a little boy named Landon standing ankle deep on the edge of the lake, wearing a
lifejacket.
“Can you touch the bottom?” he called to me. After hearing that I couldn’t touch
the bottom of the lake, he followed up with, “Are you scared?”
Assuring him that I was not scared, he agreed to come and swim with me. With
his arms tightly around my neck and his teeth chattering in my ear, we swam
back and forth from the dock to the shallow section. With each trip we took,
Landon’s grip loosened and his bravery grew, until all he needed was me
swimming beside him. Finally, on his first solo swim, he paddled from the dock
to the shore, stood up, and yelled, “I did it!”

Landon looked over at me, beaming with pride. “Are you scared?” he asked me. I
shook my head and smiled back at him. “Me neither,” he said as he plunged back
into the lake to prove it.
It is common for us to fear the unknown, to fear the depth of the lake. But just as
Landon needed to know I was near him for protection, we need to know that God
is always with us, keeping us afloat. In the safety of God’s love we are able to
find the courage and confidence to plunge into the deepest waters.
Ever-present God, we thank you for guidance, support, and protection as we
face times of uncertainty. As we approach the Advent season and coming
year, help us to remember that you are always with us, moving alongside of
us, with love and encouragement. Amen.
Susan Weber
On Eagle’s Wings United States Office Volunteer
On Eagle’s Wings Bible Camp Volunteer
Media, Pennsylvania
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Monday, December 22
Small to Generous
The way in which you have proved yourselves by this service will bring honour
and praise to God. You believed the message about Christ, and you obeyed it by
sharing generously with God’s people and with everyone else.
II Corinthians 9:13 CEV
Tucked away in a small room of a very large complex, many amazing things are
being created. One morning, the women are notified that our friend from
On Eagle’s Wings would be coming soon to pick up craft bags to be used in the
Northern children’s Bible Camps. While sewing, quantities slowly increase, but
grumbling begins. The seams somehow do not meet up and handles are twisted. I
remind the women to look up at the picture hung on the wall above the sewing
machines. The picture is of smiling children proudly displaying the previous
summer’s craft bags. Suddenly the handles begin to fall in the right places and
the seams are meeting. Smiles and energy levels increase as one particular young
lady announces, “I have never ‘given’ to anyone. This makes me feel real good
inside.”
As the number of required craft bags is complete, our friend arrives. She meets
the women who are starting a new project of sewing quilts. She shares stories of
remote areas of the North, thanks each woman. Each woman there is loved and
named special by God. Much laughter, smiles, and tears are shed.

Many of these remote areas are well known to the sewing workers. The women
are eager to show off their new accomplishments – Star Quilts. One young
woman shyly asks, “May I donate my quilt to On Eagle’s Wings?” Our friend
assures the quilter it could be delivered to the community of her choice. The task
of quilting begins to skyrocket. The group wants to produce a communal “hope”
quilt to go to a community where suicide rates run high. Their determination and
desire to complete the quilt is fulfilled.
It is amazing to think how a small item such as a craft bag has created so much
generosity in giving. What an honour to be with these ladies!
Gracious God, your son loves these women. Through his love, lead us to
learn from these giving women. A craft bag is so small – yet can make a
difference given so generously. Your son – makes such a difference for all –
given so generously. Thank you. Amen.
Name withheld upon request
Motivator for Craft Bag and Quilting Projects
Edmonton, Alberta
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Light a Candle this Epiphany
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world! Follow me, and you
won’t be walking in the dark. You will have the light that
gives life.”
John 8:12 (b) CEV
In a winter season where many northern communities have
24 hours of darkness, please save the date:

Tuesday January 6, 2015

6:30 PM Pacific Time, 7:30 PM Mountain Time, 8:30 PM
Central Time, 9:30 Eastern Time and 10:30 Atlantic Time
You may want to celebrate on Sunday January 4th.

Stand

with our friends of northern Canada.

Reflect

on Christ’s gift of love for all.

Support

to fund the cost of the On Eagle’s Wings
aircraft to bring messengers of Jesus’ hope.

Discover how you can be
involved, please call

1-866-441-6594 or 780-440-6594

Light a candle with
others from the
North to the South
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St. Marks & St. Johns
Episcopal Church,
Rochester, New York

Jerusalem
Evangelical Lutheran
Church,
Baltimore, Maryland

Sambaa School—
Trout Lake,
Northwest Territories
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Tuesday, December 23
Life Abundant for All
On Eagle’s Wings is fortunate to have Eric Mitchell as our janitor. Eric is
a man with special needs. He has a tremendous amount of personal gifts to
offer the community. Because Eric is an important part of
On Eagle’s Wings, his reflection is included.
I came so that everyone would have life, and have it in its fullest.
John 10:10 CEV
How did you begin working with On Eagle’s Wings? How do you feel about this
job?
I walked in the door and asked if On Eagle’s Wings could help me. You said,
“Yes!” and I came the very next day. I was very happy. I like the people here.
How do you celebrate Christmas?
My mom, dad, and brother have all passed on and I don’t have too many friends.
That is why I like to come to the On Eagle’s Wings Christmas party. This
Christmas I would like to visit with other people, eat, and not be lonely. I would
like to have fun.
What is a good Christmas memory from when you were a little boy?
My mom would get me to walk to her. She would laugh and chase me. My dad
would hold me and tell me to be good. On Christmas my uncle, auntie, brother,
mom, and dad would get together. We would eat ham and my dad would play
the guitar. He was really good.
When you think about Jesus, what do you think about?
I think that Jesus is King and he died on the cross. I pray and fold my hands
everyday. I ask Jesus to help me be a good man. Jesus told me he loves me. I am
Roman Catholic and went to a really big church. There was great coffee, good
food, good music. I need to find another church like that.
I am a Cree man. That makes me feel good. I like the pictures in the On Eagle’s
Wings office. They make me feel good and like I belong here.
Gracious God, Thank you for the privilege it is to have Eric as part of the
On Eagle’s Wings family. Thank you for the gifts he has to offer. This
Christmas, may Eric be reminded that Jesus loves him and has come so that
he will have life “in its fullest”! Help us to respond to Eric with love. Amen.
Eric Mitchell
On Eagle’s Wings Janitor
Edmonton, Alberta
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Wednesday, December 24
Don’t be Afraid!
But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid! I have good news for you, which will make
everyone happy. This very day in King David’s hometown a Saviour was born for
you. He is Christ the Lord. Luke 2:10, 11 CEV
Imagine how alarmed each shepherd was. What a bizarre interruption from the
typical drowsy watch over their charges. Could God really be sending a message
to them? The shepherds were the insignificant working poor of the time. Yet they
were chosen to be the first to receive the message. “Don’t be afraid!”
Often I am anxious. An example of this was when traveling on a small plane
from one Arctic community to another. It did not seem to be good flying weather.
I wondered if the young woman I met felt as I did. She didn’t seem to be tense. In
my initial interest I did not notice she was carrying something special. Then I
heard a whimper. Placing her hands behind her back she jostled the bump in her
hood. Crying stopped. In the woman’s amauti (coat) was her newborn. The hood
had a built-in pouch that was large and comfy. This traditional Inuit parka was
keeping her little one protected from frostbite, wind and cold.
I wondered. Why did this young mom traveling alone not appear apprehensive?
Perhaps her sense of “Don’t be afraid” was a component of the amauti itself. The
parka was helping to unite herself to her infant. This tiny family was connected
and on their way home. A whole community was waiting to welcome them.
Do you have something you are anxious about? I do. Just like the shepherds it
may be an unsure future. We may feel insignificant and undeserving, yet we are
also told, “Don’t be afraid.” Why? Quite simply I think it is what the shepherds
discovered. Jesus is here. We may be fearful, yet we are not alone. A baby is
bonding himself to each of us. Because of Jesus, we do not have to be afraid.
Holy God,
Together with your community of Christians we say, “Come Lord Jesus!”
On this night keep our fears from stealing our attention. Although anxious,
help us realize that we are not alone. Help us recognize that we are cared for
and forgiven in the ‘amauti’ of Christ our Lord’s love. Amen.
AnnE Zimmerman
On Eagle’s Wings Co-Director
Edmonton, Alberta
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Will you help?
When individuals work together a difference in the lives of many is possible
(including the individuals themselves). Please join together with others. Be part of
the family.
PRAY

SHARE

…always with a thank you for the continued presence of God in the
On Eagle’sWings ministry.
…for volunteers and staff who serve faithfully.
…for our pilots and safe travel.
…for continued financial support to meet the ongoing needs of northern
ministry.

…a special Advent offering to the ongoing ministry.
…a gift to honour and/or remember a family member or friend with a
offering in the individual’s name.
…in faithful support to On Eagle’s Wings by signing up for automatic
withdrawals from a bank account or charges to your credit card.
…airline miles/points for staff and volunteer travel.
…an estate gift by including On Eagle’s Wings in your will or making us
one of the beneficiaries in a life insurance policy or retirement
account.

BE INVOLVED
…“face to face” as a volunteer. Call On Eagle’s Wings and offer your
abilities.
…by reaching out beyond your comfort zone – volunteer for a northern
Bible Camp. (dates are flexible)
…by being a friend on the On Eagle’s Wings Facebook and Twitter.
INCLUDE OTHERS
...by advising your Christian Education leaders that On Eagle’s Wings
has great curriculum for Vacation Bible School, Sunday School, and
after-school programs.
…by assuring your congregation receives On Eagle’s Wings information
and mailings.
…by informing your missions committee about On Eagle’s Wings.
Perhaps they would welcome an On Eagle’s Wings speaker or guest to
visit your church or group.
…by sharing the 2014 Advent Reflections with friends, family and
church groups.
www.oneagleswings.co
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1-866-441-6594

A Symbol of Ministry
The inspiring logo was designed and painted as a
gift to On Eagle’s Wings from First Nations
artist, Archie Beaulieu. It is Archie’s response
to the powerful words of Isaiah, “Those who
hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They
will soar on wings like eagles.” It also reflects
the land, animals and people of the North.
The eagle is highly respected by all cultures and
by people everywhere as a symbol of strength and vision. For many
aboriginal people the eagle is a messenger of the Creator. Within the eagle
Archie has included other animals of his land and culture. A northern
family stands at the foot of the cross, the symbol of new life for all God’s
people.
The On Eagle’s Wings Governing Board
Members, Canada
Deana Lemke, Ft. McMurray, Alberta
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Those who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength. They will
soar on wings like eagles.
Isaiah 40:31

MISSION STATEMENT
On Eagle’s Wings is an ecumenical Christian
ministry that proclaims Jesus Christ and serves the
Church and individuals in remote and isolated
areas of northern Canada.

On Eagle’s Wings
Katzman Centre
10072—164 Street
Edmonton, AB T5P 4Y3

100 West Main Street
Lansdale, PA 19446-1998

Website: www.oneagleswings.co
Toll Free: 1-866-441-6594
oneagleswings.north@gmail.com
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